
               

 

Northumberland Village Halls project – briefing for halls 

This project aims to preserve, record, and share the heritage of Northumberland’s Village Halls for 

the benefit of the rural communities which they serve.  

Through cross-generational work it will combat isolation amongst the elderly, educate the young 

and strengthen community cohesion. Most of Northumberland’s 200+ Village Halls have for many 

years been the main venue for communal activities in their villages and hamlets and are central to 

the shared memories of generations of local people. Many are historically significant buildings 

with previous lives.  

Community Action Northumberland (CAN) and Northumberland Archives, will work closely with 

village hall committees, local residents and community groups to:  

1) Recruit, train and support local volunteers to: 

• Research the history of these buildings. 

• Collect oral histories about the role village halls have played in local life. 

• Conserve and archive documents, photographs and artefacts currently held by 

participating village halls, local residents and CAN.  

• Carry out educational / cross generational work with schools and young people’s projects.  

2)  Interpret the findings of this work by: 

• Mounting an exhibition.  

• Creating a book and website.   

• Providing participating village halls with resources for local use. 

 

What we can offer your Village Hall 

• Support to plan and arrange your own local activities from a named member of CAN staff.  

• Training for local volunteers in heritage skills: ie oral history work, preserving documents and 

photographs to archive standards, researching local history and searching Northumberland 

Archives. 

• Scanning service to preserve documents / photos to professional archive standards.  We can 

fund each hall to use Northumberland Archives scanning service to preserve up to 10 A3 and 

10A4 documents to professional archive standards.  (Documents & photos will need to be sent 

/ taken to the archives for this purpose. 



• Loan of dictation machines to capture oral histories, and portable scanners that can be used to 

capture images of documents and photos as a reference before taking to the professional 

service, or for use where people may not want to part with them. 

• The facility to store documents/photos/ artifacts at the Archives if required (or advice on 

storing them safely locally). 

• A £300 grant towards any local priorities (proposal for spending required – to be submitted on 

a simple form we have designed). 

• A toolkit of useful resources (eg publicity materials, receipts for loaned documents, 

agreements for oral histories, evaluation tools etc).  

• Promotion of your hall through the wider project. 

 

What we need from you 

• To promote the project in your local community to encourage community organisations and 

individuals to engage. 

• To collect documents, photographs and artefacts that tell the story or your village hall. 

• To identify local people willing to be formally interviewed to tell stories of the history of your 

hall (trustees, members of the community etc). 

• To identify local volunteers to take part in training. 

• To commit to carrying out oral history work and preservation of documents and photos to a 

professional standard with guidance from the archives.  (eg oral histories – to be recorded and 

transcribed and written permission for usage to be acquired following guidelines from 

Archives). 

• To support us with carrying out a robust evaluation of the project. 

• A named contact at the hall for key communications about the project (and ideally a second 

person in case we can’t get hold of the first). 

 

Keeping in touch 

We will contact you a minimum of 4 times through the course of the project. You can also get 

involved in the following ways:  

Join the Village Halls Heritage Facebook group: 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/villagehallsheritage  

Sign up for regular newsletter updates:  

http://eepurl.com/hCHHR1  

 
Timescales 

We are planning to work closely with 2 cohorts:  

15 village halls over first 9 months – 1 year of project 

15 village halls over second 9 months – 1 year of project 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/villagehallsheritage
http://eepurl.com/hCHHR1


Other halls who can’t commit at this stage may have access to toolkit and shared good practice 

through Facebook and newsletter.   

 
Next steps (covid permitting) 

Over the Summer we will be preparing by: 

• Stepping up communications - Gathering stories of village halls experiences of the pandemic. 

• First round of oral history training – 2 sessions Tuesday 17th and Tuesday 31st August 2pm – 

4.15pm venue to be confirmed. 

• Circulate toolkits to first 15 halls by end of August. 

• Hope to launch activities in full in September. 


