
ISSUE 30 • JUNE 2017 

THE EDITOR OF CHEVIOT VIEWS Graham Williamson has 
been working hard over the last four years, pulling together 
articles, photos and advertising to keep the newsletter going. 
Su Fletcher from Powburn edited the first 12 Issues, Richard 
Poppleton (Committee Secretary at the time) stepped in to 
edit Issue 13 before Graham took over in June 2013 with 
Issue 14 and has been doing fantastic work since. 

But all good things come to an end and this will be Graham’s 
last Issue, as he is to concentrate on other challenges. 
Graham will still run our local website www.breamishvalley.com, which is an invaluable 
help to our local community along the Breamish Valley. 

Can you help? 

We now, therefore, have a vacancy for an editor: someone who can oversee the 
desktop publishing of the newsletter, collate all the pieces submitted and layout the 
final publication ready for printing.  

Unfortunately, if we do not find an editor over the coming months this will be the last 
issue published. The present Committee, however enthusiastic, do not have the skills to 
do this task. If you feel you can fulfil this role we would love to hear from you. We 
would also appreciate feedback from our readers about the value of Cheviot Views to 
the community, after all it was started from local requests.  

History 

Following the review of the 2005 Parish Plan it was felt that Hedgeley Parish should 
have a similar newsletter as Eglingham and Whittingham. So, Cheviot Views was created 
and first published in March 2010. It has continued on a quarterly basis since then.  

Over the years many differing subjects have been covered: art, gardening, baking, 
cooking, walks…the list goes on. Individuals have had the spotlight put on them in the 
Of This Parish series (interviews by Richard Poppleton) and many other regular articles 
have been included: Plantastic (Richard Poppleton), Nature Matters (Hugh Tindle), 
Recipes for Success (May Wilson), The Night Sky (Peter Slater), Poems (James Tait), 

Editor needed 
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 Robbie Burn 

Local Walk (Robbie Burn), Cartoon (Robbie Burn), to name a few. There have also been 
regular activities updates for Bolton Village Hall (Benita Robson), Breamish Hall (Doreen 
Burn) and Hedgeley WI (May Wilson). 

The newsletter supports itself by advertising from local businesses. It also has 
contributed to local good causes over the years. 

Contact 

If you have any views about the newsletter or wish to help by editing the publication we 

look forward to hearing from you, please contact either Graham Williamson 

(graham@breamishvalley.com) or Robbie Burn (robbie@policecartoons.co.uk)  

Puzzle by Enigma: Substitute each capital letter for a word to reveal a well-known 

phrase, e.g. ‘7 D in a W’ becomes ‘7 Days in a Week’. [Answers on page 19] 

1. 12 S of the Z 
2. 18 H on a GC 
3. 5 T on a F 
4. 60 M in an H 
5. 12 N on a C 

6.  5 O in the W 
7.  26 L of the A 
8.  90 D in a RA 
9.  8 T on an O 
10. 64 S on a CB 
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 May Wilson 

Recipes for success 

• Line a 9inch flan tin and bake blind at 200C for 15 minutes.  

• Melt the butter and oil in a pan, add the onion and garlic and cook gently until soft 
and golden. 

• Add the lovage and tomato; stir and set aside. 

• Beat the eggs lightly then add the cream, then season. 

• Add the onion and tomato mix, and 3oz cheese. Pour into the pastry case. 

• Sprinkle with the rest of the cheese and bake for 30 minutes until firm and golden. 

Lovage, tomato and cheese flan 

Ingredients 

6 oz short crust pastry 

1 oz butter 

2 tbsp olive oil 

2 onions, finely chopped 

3 cloves garlic, crushed 

2 tbsp finely chopped lovage leaves 

3 eggs 

½ pint double cream 

Salt and pepper 

4 ripe tomatoes, skinned and finely chopped 

4 oz Northumbrian cheviot cheese 

Make the pastry by rubbing the margarine lightly into the flour, and then add the 
cheese, salt, beaten egg plus enough cold water to bring together to form a soft dough; 
it will appear a little wet but will absorb the liquid while resting. Wrap in cling film and 
rest the pastry for at least 30 minutes. 

Roll the pastry out between two pieces of cling film or parchment or simply press into 
the baking dish using your fingers. 

For the filling: Prepare the asparagus, take each stalk in both hands and bend and snap 
off the woody end, then arrange the spears in a steamer and steam over simmering 
water for 4-5 minutes (just to half-cook them). Then cut the spears into 1½ inch lengths 
and arrange them over the base of the pastry case. Next, beat the eggs together with 
the cream and grated Cheddar cheese and season with salt and pepper, then pour this 
mixture over the asparagus. Finally, sprinkle the Parmesan over the top. 

Place the tart on a baking sheet and cook in the oven for 30-40 minutes, until the centre 
feels firm and the filling is golden brown and puffy. 

Asparagus and Cheddar quiche 

Gluten-free pastry 

4 oz margarine 

8 oz Dove’s self-raising flour  

2 oz Cheddar cheese, finely grated  

2 eggs beaten  

Pinch of salt 

Filling 

12 oz asparagus  

4 oz Cheddar cheese, finely grated  

1 level tablespoon freshly grated Parmesan   

4 large eggs, beaten  

500 ml carton single cream  

Salt and freshly milled black pepper  
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The night sky (summer 2017) 

Adrian Jannetta of NASTRO has again supplied the Sky Chart – as always, the horizon is 
around the edge and, if you are looking towards the south, use the map the right way 
up - turn it upside down if you are looking north – you’ll get the hang of it.  

The ‘Summer Triangle’ is visible again. The Summer Triangle is not a constellation but is 
known as an ‘asterism’ – a pattern of stars which is easily recognisable but not 

SUMMERTIME AND THE LIVING IS EASY – so goes the old song from Porgy & Bess – but 
stargazing is anything but easy, as the nights barely get dark enough! It should be 
warmer, though, with less need for multiple layers of thermal clothing. 

South 

North 
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necessarily having all stars in the same 
constellation. See if you can find the 
three stars, Vega, Altair and Deneb on 
the map AND in the sky. The faint band of 
light passing right through the triangle is 
the Milky Way. I am sure we have all seen 
photographs of beautiful spiral galaxies. 
The Milky Way is one – the only 
difference being that we are looking at it 
from the inside. 

Probably the most famous asterism is 
‘The Plough’. Can you find it? You may 
remember from the Spring Night Sky last 
Issue that it was almost overhead – now 
it has moved around a bit and appears 
sideways to us. 

Planets 

 

There are two planets which are clearly 
visible now. However, they never get 
very high in the sky, as the planets in the 
summer are roughly where the Sun is in 
the winter.  

Jupiter is the brighter of the two. Take a 
look through binoculars and you may see 
what appears to be a line of up to four 
faint ‘stars’ strung in a line on one or 
both sides of Jupiter. Jupiter has over 
sixty known moons and these four are 
easily seen because they are so large. 
Ganymede is larger than the planet 
Mercury! Io is the most volcanically 
active body in the entire Solar System, 
due to it being constantly pummelled by 

Jupiter’s strong gravitational field. These 
four moons (Io, Europa, Ganymede and 
Callisto) are called the Galilean moons, 
having been discovered by Galileo in 
January 1610 using one of the first 
telescopes. They go around Jupiter in 
periods of just a few days, so they appear 
to change their position if you look on 
consecutive nights. 

Saturn appears considerably fainter than 
Jupiter because it is smaller and 
considerably further away (about double 
the distance) which also means it is twice 
as far from the Sun. Saturn also has more 
than sixty moons, just one of which, 
Titan, is large enough to see with decent 
binoculars. You may also just be able to 
make out that Saturn looks slightly 
elongated. That is due to Saturn’s most 
famous feature, the rings – though you 
will need a telescope to make them out 
properly. Titan may just be visible as a 
very faint ‘star’ close to Saturn. Titan is 
the only moon to have a significant 
atmosphere. The Huygens probe 
successfully landed on Titan in 2005, 
sending back images of lakes and streams 
of…methane. It’s not somewhere to go 
on holiday, as temperatures average 
about minus 179 Celsius! 

Where’s the ISS? Have you spotted the 
International Space Station yet? Check 
out www.heavens-above.com for the 
timings, then look towards the west for a 
bright ‘star’ moving steadily eastwards 
until it disappears in the Earth’s shadow. 

Want to know more? Pop along to a 
meeting of Northumberland 
Astronomical Society (NASTRO)? Visit 
www.nastro.org.uk for more details. 

 Peter Slater 
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Two new regular groups have started: Yoga Thr 7:30-8:30pm (Deb Swift); Singing Tots 
Wed 10:00am (Avril Huntley). Please feel free to come along. We are also pleased that 
the Berwick Canine Society has returned on Thursday evenings. 

Projects: (1) Currently assessing four estimates to resurface the carpark. Once a 
decision has been made we’ll start fundraising in earnest. (2) As our electricity meters 
run on the old one pound coins (to be phased out in October 2017) we are currently 
getting estimates for replacements. 

To raise funds for these projects we have organised several events (to be advertised via 
posters, fliers and the website www.breamishvalley.com.  

Breamish Hall, Powburn (NE66 4HT)  Doreen Burn 

Possible forthcoming events 

• A Wine Tasting Evening (date to be arranged) 

• Ceilidh with Cath Beale (end of September) 

• Quiz Evening with Cheese & Wine, bring your own drinks (November) 

• Garden/Flower Arranging Event (Easter 2018) 

The Hall is available for private hire. 

Many thanks to all those who support the Hall by subscribing to the monthly draw, your 
help is appreciated. 

Marjorie Frater, one our Trustee's has resigned, she has moved out of the area. 
Marjorie has also been a Committee Member as well as helping with the WI and 
Church. Marjorie was described by a fellow Committee Member as one of those "quiet 
doers". Her help was appreciated and we hope she will keep in touch. 

If anyone is interested in hiring the Hall or helping with the Committee please contact: 
Richard Gee (Chair) 01665 574236 or Benita Robson (Secretary) 01665 574043. 

 Benita Robson Bolton Village Hall (NE66 2EE) 

We do hope you’ll support the Breamish Hall. You can become a Friend of The 
Breamish Hall at a cost of £5 per month. This will entitle you to free entry to all 
Committee-organised events. If you’re interested please let us know. 

Both halls are available to hire, together or separately, for family parties, events, etc. at 
a cost of £10 per hour. Further information from Julia Simpson 01665 578557. 

Committee contacts 

May Wilson 01665 578576; Doreen Burn 01665 578138; Julia Simpson 01665 578557.  

22 JUL:  BBQ 

9 SEP:   Before the Mast (band) 

7 OCT:  Race Night 

NOV:   Bingo (date to be confirmed) 

25 NOV:  Christmas Fayre & Santa 

31 DEC:  New Year’s Eve Party 
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HEDGELEY ANTIQUE CENTRE 

 
Hedgeley Services, Powburn NE66 4HU 

Open 7 days a week: 
10am to 5pm (Apr-Oct) 

10am to 4pm (Nov-Mar) 

Antiques • Pine and painted furniture • 

Vintage & Retro • China & Linens • 

Jewellery • Field Sports • Fishing & 

Militaria • Collectables & Gifts 

01665 578142 
hedgeleyantiquecentre@gmail.com  

 



8 

 

 Jen Armstrong 

The West Percy Hunt 

THE WEST PERCY HUNT is based at 
Beanley Kennels by kind permission of 
the Carr- Ellison family. Giles Bennett, 
(professional huntsman), lives here. He 
oversees the hounds and four horses, 
assisted by a part-time groom. Giles has 
been involved with hunting all his life and 
is now in his third season at West Percy. 
The hunt is run by a committee with four 
joint masters holding honorary positions.  

Currently the hounds are a mixed pack of 
32 and a half couple. The hounds (never 
referred to as dogs) are counted in twos 
rather than singly. At this time of year, 
Giles starts kennel duties at 6:00am with 
gentle hound exercise before feeding. As 
the season progresses, the amount of 
road work is increased, with help of 
volunteers on bicycles. The horses rest 
during spring and are back in work at the 
start of August when they make their 
annual appearance at Glanton Show. 

The hunting season starts in autumn. 
Early morning training gets the younger 
hounds ready for the Opening Meet. This 
is held on the first Saturday in November 
at the Queen`s Head in Glanton. Hunt 
followers come from all walks of life. As 
well as the riders, many follow on quads, 
by car or on foot. An average Saturday 
meet attracts about 40 riders, including 
several children. 

Followers pay a subscription but the Hunt 
holds a variety of functions throughout 
the year to raise additional funds. These 
activities range from social events such as 
lunches, BBQs, race nights and a very 
well attended Hunt Ball. There is also a 
country horse ride open to non-hunting 
riders who want the opportunity to enjoy 
a planned route in a beautiful location. 
The kennels hold an annual Puppy Show 
and have Open Days when the public are 
encouraged to visit. The Hunt Supporters 
Club takes an active role in extra 
fundraising and welcomes new members. 

During the season, a typical hunting 
morning begins with Giles walking the 
hounds and then selecting the ones he is 
going to use on the day. The horses are 
prepared by the groom before travelling 
to the meet. The hunting country is 
diverse and includes a lot of hill and 
forestry as well as farmland. The hunt is 
grateful for the support of the local 
landowners and farmers for land access. 

The West Percy is a small, friendly hunt 
and has an excellent detailed website 
(www.westpercyhunt.org.uk) for further 
information. I wish to thank Giles for 
taking the time to give me the 
information for this article. 



 9 

 

Plantastic 

 
An old Douglas Fir trunk at Hedgeley 

Douglas’s early death at the age of 35 is 
an unsolved mystery. His body was found 
in a pit trap dug to catch wild bullocks in 
Hawaii. A bullock was also in the pit and 
it was easy to assume he had fallen in 
and been gored and trampled to death 
by the animal that had fallen in earlier. 
But there are also grounds to think he 
may have been murdered for the money 
he was carrying and his body dumped in 
the pit. 

David Douglas’s successes led to further 
expeditions by other plant hunters. In 

1852 William Lobb, working for an 
English plant nursery, heard about and 
found the ‘Big Trees’ in the western 
foothills of the Sierra Nevada mountains 
in California. They were magnificent. The 
best of these trees have been shown to 
have lived for nearly 3500 years. They are 
not as tall as the biggest Douglas Firs or 
Coast Redwoods, however they can reach 
about 90m high and 11m in diameter 
and, by volume, are the largest trees 
known and are probably the largest 
individual living organisms on earth. 

The Big Trees were originally given the 
name Wellingtonia gigantea in honour of 
the Duke of Wellington, much to the fury 
of the Americans who wanted to call it 
Washingtonia but were beaten to it by 
the British. In any case, the scientific 
name later changed to the almost 
unpronounceable Sequoiadendron 
giganteum, but they are still most 
commonly known as Giant Redwood or 
Wellingtonia. 

The reason for this botanical history 
lesson is that there are many places in 
our area where you can find Douglas Fir. 
There are several along the farm road at 
Titlington Mount and there are some 
very good specimen trees at Hedgeley 

DAVID DOUGLAS WAS BORN in 1799 at Scone, Perthshire. He completed his gardening 
apprenticeship at Scone Palace and then undertook further horticultural studies. He 
came to the attention of William Hooker, one of Britain’s foremost botanists and 
Professor at Glasgow University. This led to the Royal Horticultural Society 
commissioning the 25-year-old Douglas to undertake plant hunting expeditions in the 
west of North America. His second expedition in 1827 was the most successful. Among 
the many species he brought back, as seed or as young plants, was the eponymous 
Douglas Fir (Pseudotsuga menziesii). In its native habitat, this tree is known to grow to 
over 100m and has probably become the most important forestry tree in the world.
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Hall which were planted in the mid-
1800s. John Carr-Ellison’s grounds at 
Hedgeley also have several Wellingtonias 
and these are believed to be among the 
earliest specimens brought back to 
England by William Lobb in 1853. The 
specimen in the photo (below) is big, but 
not enormous: but then, it’s only a 
youngster at 160 years.  

 
One of the Hedgeley Wellingtonias 

 
Wellingtonia trunk, foliage and cone (inset 

At Hedgeley, as well as buying and 
planting specimens of unusual coniferous 
trees, they also planted what are now 

splendid Beech trees in honour of the 
Battle of Trafalgar. The planting of trees 
to celebrate British military victories was 
not uncommon. In Swarland, on the open 
ground to the east of the houses, there 
were plantings deliberately arranged to 
represent the positions of the fleets at 
the Battle of The Nile in 1805. The 
positions of some of these groups of 
trees are still visible, at least from the air. 

 
Young leaves of Red Alder 

In the mid-1800s, Cuthbert Ellison Carr, 
the brother of John Ralph Carr-Ellison 
(1852–1907) was in Victoria on the west 
coast of Canada. There, wherever there is 
waste ground in damp areas, a species of 
Alder tree colonises the ground like a 
weed and he brought some seeds back to 
Hedgeley where they were planted and 
did well. Red Alder (Alnus rubra) is closely 
related to our native Alder, but is an 
unusual tree in Britain, found only where 
it has been deliberately introduced from 
North America. In the field below 
Hedgeley Hall is a more or less 
permanent pond known as the Ice Pond. 
Growing at the edge of this pond is at 
least one mature tree that is probably a 
Red Alder (investigations are currently in 
hand). It is far too young to be one of the 
original trees but, as there are no other 
Red Alders in the vicinity, it may well be a 
direct descendant of the originals.  
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 Richard Poppleton 
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Nature matters 
Spring 

Spring has arrived somewhat reluctantly 
this year. For me, anticipation of the new 
season begins to build from about the 
middle of February when the first rooks 
start repairing the previous year's nests 
in the trees close to our house. However, 
other signs of spring are more dependent 
on the prevailing weather conditions and 
can vary considerably from year to year. 

March was notable for the increase in 
birdsong: especially that of robins and 
song thrushes, which was soon added to 
by the returning chiffchaffs later in the 
month. Mistle thrush and blackbird also 
added to the volume while an 
unassuming pair of bullfinches stripped 
our amelanchier of flower buds 
throughout the month. 

An early visit was made to the Pow Burn 
beyond Station Wood by a little egret in 
February which was spotted by Reg 
Wilson who then had the good fortune to 
witness a pair of returning ospreys 
soaring high over Powburn in the middle 
of March. But, this year, spring has ebbed 
and flowed with cold winds, bright sunny 
days and extremely dry conditions; 
confusing factors for our local flora and 
fauna to contend with. Winter visitors 
seemed almost reluctant to leave. A 
green sandpiper was still on the Breamish 
near East Hill on 5 April.  These northern 
birds winter here and then generally 
depart before the common sandpipers 
arrive from the south to nest and raise 
their young by the side of the Breamish. 
Common sandpipers seemed to be much 
later in arriving than usual, with only a 
single rather tired bird on the Breamish 

between Beanley and the A697 on 22 
April. However, on the following day a 
male was displaying quite exuberantly to 
a female over the river near the Hedgeley 
Lakes. A pair of kingfishers were already 
nesting on the riverside, while a pair of 
grey wagtails were prospecting for a 
suitable nesting site not far away along 
the Breamish. 

Sandmartins were feeding on insect life 
over the Hedgeley Lakes in late March, 
with around a hundred birds present in 
early April. The first pair of swallows 
appeared in Powburn on the 9th but then 
disappeared almost immediately and no 
more were reported until Susan Greshon 
saw another on the 15th . A further single 
bird was present at Beanley two days 
later on the 17th. A blackcap was seen in 
a Whittingham garden on the 7th and 
another in Powburn on the 10th. 
Somewhat surprisingly, an early willow 
warbler was calling near Beanley on the 
10th. There was a tremendous influx of 
these small migrants at the end of the 
month, with over 20 calling around 
Branton Lakes on the 30th, with a sedge 
warbler displaying close by on the 
riverside. 

Kestrel 
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On 11 May, a pair of swifts were calling 
and flying over Whittingham while at 
Hedgeley Services several house martins 
were attempting to gather mud from the 
puddle close to the bus shelter. Two days 
later, on the 13th, the first young 
starlings began to fledge from a nest box 
in our garden and, amazingly, a male was 
displaying outside the same box only two 
days after the fledging was completed. A 
brood of five starlings from another nest 
was being fed by hard working parents 
under one of our feeders on the 20th.  

Throughout April our feeders were 
visited by unusually high numbers of 
goldfinches and then by a good number 
of siskins which became increasingly 
confiding, often allowing us to approach 
within a few feet. Numbers of these 

exquisite little seed eaters peaked at nine 
towards the end of the month when they 
were joined by 2-3 redpolls. By then, 
goldfinch numbers were declining rapidly 
as they dispersed to breed, followed by a 
fall in siskin numbers towards the middle 
of May. 

A male kestrel, now quite an uncommon 
bird in this area, has been hunting over 
the rough pastures around Powburn for 
the past few weeks and is taking prey 
items off in the same northerly direction 
on a regular basis. This suggests a brood 
of young is close by. Not all migrants 
have returned yet and bird movements at 
this time of year can often surprise and 
reward the more observant among us. I 
can be contacted at 
hugh.tindle@btinternet.com 

 Hugh Tindle 
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FOLLOWING FROM LAST YEAR the membership of our WI has remained at 20 members, 
with an average attendance at meetings of 14 members. Sadly, Helen Michelson and 
Dorothy Shell have since resigned due to ill health and Anna Smith retired upon 
reaching her 90th birthday. 

We have organised and participated in SEVERAL EVENTS at both local and at county 
level. 

In July 2016, our annual outing was to the Theatre Royal in Newcastle to see West Side 
Story, followed by food and drinks at Fitzgerald’s. The outing was enjoyed by all those 
who participated. 

During the summer, Doreen, May & Noreen met in Terry’s greenhouse to plant up the 
Bra hanging baskets. After the photo shoot, the ‘arrangement’ was kept in Terry’s 
garden and has raised a few eyebrows from various visitors! 

Although too late in applying for the Darts Competition, Caz, Noreen, May and Terry 
entered the Federation Quiz in September 2016. Although not placed, we had an 
entertaining evening at Wooler. 

At Christmas 2016, clothing, toiletries and linen were collected and taken to Alnwick for 
the Cyrenians who help homeless people. This is the second year we have contributed 
to this worthy cause. 

In December 2016, many members joined together at the Granby Inn for the annual 
Christmas meal. 

Several members attended the International Event ‘Caribbean Experience’ at 
Stannington, organised by the Northumberland Federation. Joyce gave a full and 
entertaining talk on the day. 

In February 2017 members made felt hearts and cards for Valentine’s Day as part of the 
Climate Coalition’s ‘For the Love of’ campaign. 

This year the Northumberland Federation Carpet Bowls Competition was held at The 
Breamish Hall. Phyllis, Rose, Elizabeth and Jean entered for Hedgeley W.I. but were not 
placed. 

As part of the ‘Avoid Food Waste, Address Food Poverty’ campaign, members 
completed questionnaires and Anne Stubbs and Thea Lyst went to the supermarket to 
collect data which they found to be very enlightening. Letters are now being prepared 
to send to Alnwick supermarkets with the national WI manifesto. 

In April 2017, we organised a community Litter Pick along the A697 in Powburn. 
Doreen, Caz, Noreen, Eileen and Robbie participated, resulting not only in collecting 
eight bags of litter but helping to slow the speed of passing motorists who mistook 
them in their hi-vis jackets for community speed officers! 

Finally, Noreen – a keen amateur photographer – had one of her photos published in 
the 2017 calendar for the month of August. And she has already completed the 

Hedgeley Women’s Institute 
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 Terry Stanners & Doreen Burn 

Federation 2018 Challenge by making several cupcake themed tea cosies for our WI tea 
pots. 

The group has had several SPEAKERS/DEMONSTRATIONS this year. 

Two locals, Bill Hicks and Jill Scott talked about their time on the Sunday Post 
Newspaper. Chris Chesney gave a talk on Iona Glass and Richard Sharp talked about 
Jacobites and Northumbrian family connections. 

Cath Ingledew, one of the two Northumberland Cardiac nurses, gave a demonstration 
and talk on the defibrillator which is now located at the Breamish Hall. Doddington’s 
Dairy kindly provided a generous supply of cheese for our supper. 

Roz Tinlin of Coquet Chocolate returned to give further demonstrations and hints on 
making chocolate and Ruhila Shahab demonstrated the art of Indian cooking. 

Anna Turnbull gave a talk and demonstration on the art of making felt and several 
members made their own felt flowers  

Our final guest of the year was Robbie Burn who gave a very entertaining talk on the 
unofficial tales from the Newcastle and Northumbrian Police Force. 

In all we have had another busy year with a wide variety of events, hopefully enjoyed all 
those who attended. 

THIS WILL BE OUR 8TH and (very reluctantly) last charity event in aid of the Fistula 
Hospital, Ethiopia. The FH Teams wisely and effectively use every penny received, with 
incredible results for the damaged women they restore from a “living death” to LIFE. 

If you have anything that you don’t want, which is in saleable condition, PLEASE donate 
it. We can take almost anything for house and home, clothes, garden, hobbies, etc. This 
includes electricals in working order and small pieces of furniture (our transport is a 
Ford Fiesta with drop down seats). Larger items depend entirely on other people’s 
offers of transport, so please enquire on 01665 574385. 

Drop-in 

Goods can be brought to: 

United Reformed Church, Glanton; Mon 26 June 2017; 10 am-12 noon 

We can collect by arrangement for those who cannot deliver. 

Wooler shop open 

5-8 July 2017 

12-15 July 2017 

If anybody can help to sort, price, pack, etc. in the URC Hall, Glanton or would like to 
help in the Wooler shop please get in touch with Beryl & John 01665 574385. 

 John Parr 

Pop-Up Shop (2017) 
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Prepared by Kate Cairns (5 May 2017) 

I want to thank members of the parish and the parish 
council for your warmth, support and appreciation over 
the last three years. I chose to be a civil engineer so I could 
improve people’s quality of life by building sustainable 
infrastructure. I chose to stand as a County Councillor for 
the same reason; to help the communities of my home 
county and to speak up for those who need a voice. I feel 
proud and privileged to have been able to help so many 
people across the ward. Everywhere I go, I see a legacy of 
my work: refurbished village halls and churches, roads 
resurfaced, potholes filled, new bus shelters, new drainage 
gulleys, new parking provision and new signage.  

IN AND AROUND HEDGELEY PARISH 

Over the last year we have: 

• Saved Branton First School 

• Refurbished Breamish Hall 

• Consulted on extension of a 30mph limit and 40mph limit 

• Erected new road signage and investigated safety of existing signage 

• Cleared gulleys and improved drainage 

• Cleared play park sump 

• Fixed drainage towards Glanton 

• Investigated speed calming measures such as a roundabout, pedestrian 
crossing and speed cameras 

OTHER SIGNIFICANT PERSONAL HIGHLIGHTS 

1. County Policy:  

I represented NCC on the AONB board, Uplands LEADER board and the NE Walking and 
Cycling Board, producing the first ever strategy, ‘Geared Up’. 

I personally instigated and drove through the committee process two new strategic 
policies:  

• The County adoption of the national CLOCS (Construction Logistics and 
Community Safety) standard to make HGVs safer across Northumberland. 
(Northumberland has been invited again to speak at a national conference on 
this issue, as we are being held up as best practice amongst local authorities 
across the UK) 

• A new county-wide Responsible Dog Charter to keep our beaches, towns and 

Final County Councillor Annual Report 
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villages clean and safe. This charter will give parish councils all the tools and 
materials they need to raise awareness of the dangers of dog fouling and 
make it socially unacceptable. It covers three strands of education, 
engagement and enforcement. This will be launched in June 2017. 

2. Projects:  

I helped save the first school of Embleton as well as Branton 

I fixed 50 years of flooding at Falladon railway crossing 

I obtained investment for new car park provision on the coast 

I have proposed and consulted on significant traffic calming measures in Longhougton 

3. Individuals:  

• An elderly couple grateful that they had their “first warm winter in years” 
after I helped with provision of central heating 

• A couple struggling with significant social care provision who thanked me for 
“completely turning the case around” 

• A young family “grateful and happy” to be in their new social housing. 

I have attended as many Hedgeley Parish Council meetings as possible, to listen to the 
local concerns. For each meeting, I prepared a bespoke report addressing the specific 
issues of the parish, as I have done for all nine parish councils across the ward. 

I thank the hundreds of people who put their trust in me with their votes, and for the 
scores of messages of thanks I have received over the last two weeks. I will stand again 
to represent you at the earliest opportunity. 

 Kate Cairns 

 aspin6@btopenworld.com 

EDITOR’S NOTE: On behalf of the Cheviot Views committee, I would like to take this 
opportunity to publicly thank Kate for her unfailing commitment to researching and 
improving local issues and concerns. In addition, she has always been a willing 
contributor to our newsletter and we wish her every success in the future. 
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Citizens Advice Northumberland  

Free, confidential, independent advice on money worries is available at all offices of 
Citizens Advice Northumberland.  

This service is vital to people who are struggling to pay bills, make loan repayments and 
pay important things like their rent and council tax – these problems are becoming 
more prevalent when people across the area are losing their jobs or having cuts to their 
working hours. Out of control debts can have serious effects on people’s lives, leading 
to loss of their home, possessions or liberty. It is also a major contributor to ill health. 

Trained staff will help people get their finances in order and get them back in control of 
their money and their lives. As part of the help, staff will check if there is any extra 
income or benefits clients could claim. Advice can come in many shapes and forms: we 
can provide self-help packs, give telephone or face-to-face advice and webchat or refer 
you to another appropriate service.  

Call our Adviceline on 03444 111 444 Monday-Friday 10am - 4pm 

On-line help is also available at https://www.citizensadvice.org.uk/about-us/contact-us/
web-chat-service/ or at www.citizensadvice.org.uk 

Debt advice services 

Alnwick Office  
First Floor, Lloyds Bank Chambers 

24 Bondgate Within 
Alnwick NE66 1TD  

  

Drop-in sessions  
Monday, Wednesday and Friday  

9am to 1pm 

Amble Office  
Fourways Centre  

Bridge Street  
Amble NE65 0DR 

  

Drop-in sessions 
Tuesday and Thursday 

9am to 1pm 

 Jane Brown 
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1.  12 Signs of the Zodiac  
2.  18 Holes on a Golf Course 
3.  5 Toes on a Foot 
4.  60 Minutes in an Hour 
5.  12 Numbers on a Clock 
6.  5 Oceans in the World 

7.  26 Letters of the Alphabet 
8.  90 Degrees in a Right-Angle 
9.  8 Tentacles on an Octopus 
10.  64 Squares on a Checkers Board 

Puzzle answers from page 2 

Based in Whittingham, the Aln & Breamish LHS acts as a focus for those interested in 
the history of north Northumberland and particularly the valleys of our two local rivers. 

We meet once a month during the autumn and early summer: seven lectures in all. The 
programme below gives you a good flavour of the talks and we are particularly pleased 
to have persuaded John Grundy, who will be familiar to many people from his TV 
presentations, to come and talk to us in November this year. 

All talks take place in the Whittingham Memorial Hall (NE66 4UP) at 7:30pm. After the 
talk members and visitors enjoy a cup of tea or coffee and have a chance to meet the 
speaker. Non-members are very welcome and asked to pay just £3 at the door.  

Aln & Breamish Local History Society 

20 Sep 2017 

18 Oct 2017 

15 Nov 2017 

21 Mar 2018  

18 Apr 2018 

16 May 2018 

 

20 Jun 2018 

The Bamburgh Ossuary 

Salters Road and Clennel Street 

Buildings of the Aln & Breamish area 

The River Aln 

Lindisfarne Castle: Repairs & Restoration ‘16 to ‘18 

Short AGM, followed by: 

History of St Mary’s RC Church, Whittingham  

Historic Gravestones, St Bartholomew’s, Whittingham 

Jessica Turner 

David Jones 

John Grundy 

Atholl Swanston 

Nick Lewis 

 

John Rutherford 

Cath Coultas &  
Helen Dinsdale 

Breamish Valley Table Tennis Club 
The Breamish Valley Table Tennis Club is still well-attended by six 
young people on average: occasionally as high as eight. The skills of 
the youngsters are improving and are good enough to play full 
competitive games amongst themselves. We are operating a Ladder 
Competition on two tables for those at this level and a third is 
reserved for newcomers who are still learning basic techniques.  

Any more young people in the area who’d like to come along are still very welcome! 

Monday evenings (term-time) 6:00-7:30pm; £2.00 per session. 

 Richard Poppleton 

 Paul Barton 

TALKS PROGRAMME 2017-2018 
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Little Bird 
 James Tait 

What are ye bleetin' aboot, little bird, 
Sittin' there atop o'that waal? 
Did yer Mammy forget to feed ye, 
Or is the world ower big, and yer sae small? 
 

What's it like oot there in the rain? 
How would the world be, without yer refrain? 
So sing yer heart oot, divent stop. 
Yer beautiful song puts ye right at the top. 
 

Where have ye flown to, little bird, 
That once sat there atop o'that waal? 
Have ye gone to fill yer belly 
Full o'them things that slither and craal? 
I wish ye'd come back little bird, 
And keep a fella company, 
But fly away, dear feathered friend, 
And dee what things ye need to dee. 
 

Where did yer song gan, little bird? 
I cannit hear it any more. 
Was it taken by the howling wind, 
Far away to a distant shore? 
But no, there ye are, 
I can see ye again, 
So sing that song only 'ee can explain. 

Celebrating Northumberland’s 
Breamish Valley and its people 

VACANCY 
EDITOR 
Volunteer needed to edit and layout the quarterly Cheviot Views newsletter. 

Currently, it is laid out using Microsoft Publisher® but this is not essential, as use of 
Microsoft Word® or any other word processor would be equally suitable. 

Support/training is available. 

We are looking for someone to fill this vacancy from September 2017. 

Further information 
Graham Williamson (Editor): graham@breamishvalley.com  

Robbie Burn (Chair): robbie@policecartoons.co.uk  


