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Of the 31, I currently know that seven have their names on war memorials outside the 
area, 20 are mentioned in Rolls of Honour in Ingram, Branton and Whittingham 
churches, one has a memorial window at Ingram Church and others have no known 
memorials. There is no local public memorial for these men. I would like to remedy this. 

With the backing of Hedgeley Parish Council, I have set up a project to build a war 
memorial within Powburn, commemorating men and women from the services who 
have died in any conflict. This will not happen overnight and a lot of work needs to be 
done: the most important of which is to ensure that everyone is remembered. 

This type of research is very new to me and I am concerned that we do not miss 
anyone. I know that with further investigation more names will be added. Over the 
page I have listed all the names that I have with their regiment, area they came from 
and date of death. I would appeal to all readers to contact me via 
graham@breamishvalley.com if they have any information about these individuals and, 
of course, anyone who should be included on the list.  

I am also working with Dr Graham Williamson, editor of Cheviot Views, and our local 
website Breamish Valley (www.breamishvalley.com) to include a permanent Roll of 
Honour on the website for all who have died. Any information about the fallen would 
be very gratefully received. 

Breamish Valley War Memorial Project 
I MOVED TO POWBURN eight 
years ago and often wondered 
why there was a lack of war 
memorials in the area. I 
mistakenly assumed that no one 
from the Breamish Valley had 
died in military service. However, 
recently, I began some research 
on men from the area who 
fought in the two world wars 
and, to my amazement, found 
that at least 25 men had died in 
WW1 and six in WW2.   
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 Robbie Burn 

1914 – 1918 

Beanley. Thomas Scott. Army Service Corps. 5/1/1916 

Brandon White House. James Porteous. Northumberland Fusiliers. 27/3/1916 

Branton. George Trotter. Northumberland Fusiliers. 28/4/1917 

Branton. James William Turnbull. Northumberland Fusiliers. 26/10 (year unknown) 

Greenside Hill. Arthur Turnbull. Northumberland Fusiliers. 14/11/1918 

Hedgeley Station. Richard Mathew Hall. Northumberland Fusiliers. 1/6/1915 

Hedgeley Station. Thomas Hall. Imperial Camel Corps. 30/9/1918 

Hedgeley. Oswald Fenwick-Clenell Carr-Ellison. Northumberland Fusiliers. 5/10/1918 

Ingram. Christopher Leather. Northumberland Fusiliers. 25/10/1914 

Lilburn Steads. James Atkinson. Gordon Highlanders. 23/3/1918 

Linhope. William Sisterson. Regiment unknown. 1919 

Low Hedgeley. Thomas Dunn. Northumberland Fusiliers. 27/10/1918 

North Field. Walter Potts. Northamptonshire Regiment. 24/9/1918 

Powburn (Breamish House). T Straffen. East Yorkshire Regiment 3rd Bat. 12/12/1919 

Powburn (Crawley Tower). Isaac Youll. Northumberland Fusiliers. 23/4/1917 

Powburn. Robert Sisterson. Royal Naval Division. 1/1/1918 

Powburn. William Thompson. Royal Fusiliers. 29/9/1918 

Roddam. Robert Collingwood Roddam. Northumberland Fusiliers. 16/6/1915 

Wooperton.  Henry Hetherington. Northumberland Fusiliers. 15/5/1915 

Wooperton. John Brown. Coldstream Guards. 27/11/1917 

Wooperton. R J Redpath. Royal Fleet Auxiliary. Further details unknown 

Wooperton. Robert Brewis. Northumberland Fusiliers. 1/7/1916 

Wooperton. William H Moore. Royal Horse Artillery. 22/9/1918 

Wooperton (Rosedean). Cecil Gwyn Sutton-Jones. Royal Air Force (?). 11/9/1918 

Wooperton (Rosedean). James Fairbairn. Northumberland Fusiliers. 3/9/1918 

 

1939 – 1945 

Branton. Ralph Grierson Bell. Merchant Navy. 10/9/1939 

Ingram. James Allgood. Royal Artillery. 13/12/1943 

Ingram. James Swanston. Black Watch. 1/6/1940 

Ingram. Robert Holywell. Coldstream Guards. 7/12/1940 

Ingram. William Purvis. Royal Marines. 28/1/1945 

Powburn. Blain Thomas Stephenson. Armoured Brigade. 7/8/1944 
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 May Wilson 

Recipes for success 

RHUBARB IS NATIVE TO CHINA and, for thousands of years, people believed it was a 
medicine. Grown in Europe in the 17th century, by the 18th century it was used as both 
a food and medicine; becoming a popular food in the 19th century. It’s a perennial 
vegetable, though it’s generally used as a fruit in desserts and jams. You only eat the 
stalks, which have a rich tart flavour. The leaves are poisonous, so be sure that they are 
not eaten. 

Crumble 

250g ginger biscuits, crushed 

150g unsalted butter, melted 

115g caster sugar 

3 tbs cornflour 

Ingredients 

Cheesecake 

• Line a 24cm spring form cake tin and preheat the oven to 180C/350F/Gas 4.  

• Prepare the base: Mix the biscuits and butter in a bowl, press into the base of the tin 
and cook for 10 minutes. Cool on a rack.  

• Turn the oven to 200C/400F/Gas 6. Combine the sugar and cornflour in a bowl. Add 
the cream cheese and beat with an electric whisk until creamy. Add the eggs and beat 
well. Gradually add the cream, beating until smooth, then beat in the vanilla and zest.  

• Tip the mixture into the tin, level the surface and sit on a baking sheet and place in the 
centre of the oven. Bake for 40-45 minutes until the top is browned and the filling set 
around the edges. A piece of foil over the top will stop it browning too much. Let the 
cheesecake cool, and then put in the fridge for 3 hours or overnight.  

Topping 

• Rinse the rhubarb and shake off the excess water. Trim the ends and cut the rhubarb 
into little finger-sized pieces. Put the rhubarb in a shallow dish; tip the sugar over, toss 
together, then shuffle the rhubarb so it’s in a single layer. 

• Cover with foil and roast for 15 minutes. Remove the foil. The sugar should have 
dissolved, so give everything a little shake and roast for another 5 minutes or until 
tender and the juices are syrupy. Test with a sharp knife; the rhubarb should feel 
tender, not mushy, and still have kept its shape. Cool and serve with the cheesecake. 

Baked rhubarb and ginger cheesecake 

900g full-fat Philadelphia 

2 large free-range eggs 

115ml double cream 

½ tsp vanilla extract 

1 zest of an orange 

Roasted Rhubarb Topping 

550g rhubarb 

85g golden caster sugar 



4 

 

The night sky (spring 2017) 

Adrian Jannetta of NASTRO has again supplied a Sky Chart – as always, the horizon is 
around the edge and, if you are looking towards the south, use the map the right way 
up - turn it upside down if you are looking north – you’ll get the hang of it.  

The stars remain in the same place relative to each other but change their position in 
the sky as the Earth turns on its axis – they rise and set each day just like the Sun. Their 

SPRING IS ON THE WAY – longer days and shorter nights – astronomers hate it, having 
to wait longer for the skies to be dark! But what can we see? 

South 

North 
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position in the sky also changes from 
night to night as the Earth proceeds on its 
annual journey around the Sun. The stars 
rise just under four minutes earlier each 
night and, if you do the maths, 360 times 
four minutes is 24 hours, so they are all 
back where they started a year later. That 
is why the sky charts show the stars at 
different times each month – this map 
being correct for midnight on 1 March, 
11pm on 1 April and 9pm on 1 May. 

The bright object which has been with us 
around sunset throughout the winter has 
now gone. That was the planet Venus, 
which orbits closer to the Sun than the 
Earth so it moves faster than the Earth. It 
is no longer visible because it is now 
zipping round in its orbit between us and 
the Sun, so is now lost in the Sun’s glare. 
By April it will be visible in the eastern sky 
just before sunrise. So, if you are up early 
enough to spot it, you will know what it is 
– it returns to the evening sky in 2018. 

Jupiter is visible now near the bright star, 
Spica, in the constellation of Virgo. It was 
in Leo last spring so it hasn’t moved far in 
12 months. Jupiter, being further away 
from the Sun, moves slower and takes 
about 12 years to go right round the Sun. 
Look at it through binoculars. Can you 
see a line of up to four little ‘stars’ strung 
out in a line on either side? They are the 
four largest moons of Jupiter (Io, Europa, 
Ganymede and Callisto) and were 
discovered by Galileo in 1610. Their 
relative positions change from night to 
night as they orbit around the planet. 
Powerful binoculars or a small telescope 
will allow you to see Jupiter as a disk. You 
may even notice it’s not quite circular: it 
spins on its axis in about 10 hours, so fast 
that it bulges out at its equator. 

The bright stars of winter are now drifting 
into the sunset to be replaced by 
different ones. Arcturus, the orange star 
in the south-east, is the fourth brightest 
star in the entire sky. Vega, the white star 
in the north-east, is the fifth and it will be 
almost overhead in the summer – watch 
it gradually climb higher as the weeks go 
by and summer approaches. 

Now a challenge for you…where is ‘the 
Plough’? No, not the pub. Can’t find it? 
Look up – it’s almost overhead at this 
time of year. In six months’ time, it will 
be the right way up – just about where 
the ‘W’ shape of Cassiopeia is now. 

Where’s the ISS? 

 

International Space Station from Earth 

Have you spotted the International Space 
Station yet? Check out www.heavens-
above.com for the timings, then look 
towards the west for a bright ‘star’ 
moving steadily eastwards until it 
disappears in the Earth’s shadow. 

Want to know more? 

If you want to know more, why not pop 
along to a meeting of Northumberland 
Astronomical Society (NASTRO)? Visit 
www.nastro.org.uk for more details. 

 Peter Slater 
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COMMITTEE MEMBER ROSIE SMITH runs a monthly prize draw. Prizes are £20, £10 and 
£5 every month. We are very grateful to all those who have subscribed to the draw, it is 
worth mentioning that the more numbers you buy the more chance of winning! 

Pat and John Herriman continue running their Sequence Dancing sessions each second 
Saturday of the month. The dance takes place from 8pm until 11pm. There is a pooled 
supper and entrance cost only £3.50 per person. 

Jane Virginia is a regular user of the Hall and teaches Self-Expressive Dancing. 

Sylvia Gee teaches Keep Fit on a Wednesday for one hour from 10am, followed by 
coffee. The class is £3.50 per session. 

Huge thanks need to go to Cath Beale who, last year, supported the Hall by running two 
Ceilidhs for us. What better way to exercise, meet up with friends and sample the 
pooled supper. The Hall is always full of laughter on these evenings. Our thanks also go 
to Cath’s followers, many of them travelling from Rothbury to join us. 

The Hall is available for hire for £6 per hour for regular users and £8 per hour for non-
regular. It is suitable for parties or family gatherings and has the benefit of a fully-
equipped kitchen. For those interested in hiring the Hall call Pat Herriman on 01665 
574623.  

Anyone interested in joining our Committee, please call Chairman Richard Gee on 
01665 574236 or Secretary Benita Robson on 01665 574043. 

Finally, to all those who supported and helped us in 2016, many thanks from all the 
Committee members.  

We do hope to see you during 2017! 
 Benita Robson 

Bolton Village Hall (NE66 2EE) 

Ceilidh at Bolton 
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A GOOD EVENING WAS HAD at the New Year’s Eve party. Although numbers were down 
on last year, everyone enjoyed themselves. We raised £50 from the raffle for the Hall’s 
upkeep. 

The Hall had a spring clean in January: many thanks to all those who gave up their 
Saturday morning to help. It now looks spick and span!  

Peter Johnson has drawn up a plan for the car park. We are currently obtaining quotes 
from various firms before starting fundraising. 

In February, Ian Wilkinson put new light switches and sockets into the small hall, Robbie 
Burn painted the eaves and Sid Smailes fixed the guttering. The Committee would like 
to thank all those who give their time and advice freely to help with the maintenance 
and running of the Hall: it is great that our community are so involved. 

As the pub is still closed, we are arranging more social nights on Saturdays so we can all 
get together. We hope you’ll join us. If you have any ideas for other social evenings, 
please contact one of the Committee. The proposed 2017 schedule is as follows. 

8 APR:  Disco  

17 JUN:  The Happy Cats (band) 

22 JUL:  BBQ 

9 SEP:   Before the Mast (band) 

7 OCT:  Race Night 

NOV:   Bingo (date to be confirmed) 

25 NOV:  Christmas Fayre & Santa 

31 DEC:  New Year’s Eve Party 

In due course, we’ll advertise the above via posters, fliers and the website 
www.breamishvalley.com. The demand for The Happy Cats is usually high, so we 
advise you to purchase tickets in advance (£10 per ticket or £12 if you pay on the night). 
Please let any of the Committee know if you want tickets. 

We do hope you will support the Breamish Hall, as the money raised will go towards its 
upkeep and the new car park. You can become a Friend of The Breamish Hall at a cost 
of £5 per month, this will entitle you to free entry to all Committee-organised events. If 
you are interested, please let us know. 

Both of halls are available to hire, together or separately, for family parties, events, etc. 
at a cost of £10 per hour. Further information from Julia Simpson 01665 578557. 

Committee contacts 

May Wilson 01665 578576; Doreen Burn 01665 578138; Julia Simpson 01665 578557.  

[You can also discuss any of the above with Caz Cole, Mary Wealleans, Dean Wilkinson, 
Noreen Birnie, Joyce Frater or Pat Hindhaugh.] 

Breamish Hall, Powburn (NE66 4HT) 

 Doreen Burn 
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 Jen Armstrong 

Valley Cottage Café 
SHEILA ROBINSON, of Reaveley Green, 
opened Valley Cottage Café, Ingram on 
27 June 2015. The building was originally 
a school. It has also been used as a 
mountain rescue centre and house. For 
many years, it was the Northumberland 
National Park Information Centre: an 
excellent facility for the Breamish Valley. 
It had stunning displays, a small shop 
and knowledgeable staff. Unfortunately, 
the centre was closed a few years ago, 
but the displays remain. 

Prior to opening, Sheila had been producing jams, chutneys, scones and tray bakes to 
sell at various local markets. She traded under the name Valley Cottage Preserves and 
was looking for a way to expand her business. When the previous café closed, it was a 
natural progression to take over the lease on the building. 

The premises can seat 40 customers inside the building and a further 50 outdoors. The 
clientele are predominantly walkers and cyclists. The Sandstone Way Cycle Route, 
which is becoming increasingly popular, passes through Ingram and the café provides a 
welcoming stopping place. Some loyal customers visit weekly all year round: some of 
them travelling from Tyneside. Depending on the time of year, Sheila employs between 
two and five members of staff. 

If you haven’t sampled the delicious food, then a visit is advised. Most of the food is 
Northumbrian, sourced as locally as possible and prepared on the premises. The only 
bought-in readymade items are the gluten free range. The café also caters for dairy 
intolerant customers as well as vegans. Best sellers include savoury mince pies, coffee 
and walnut cake, and speciality scones. There are various types of tea available and a 
range of Pumphrey’s coffees. The premises are fully licensed to sell alcohol. 

Further details: 

Open weekends and Mondays and Tuesdays in winter.  

Open daily between Easter and September, 9.30am-5.00pm.  

Full English breakfast served until 11.30am. 

Private parties and corporate functions can be catered for by arrangement.  

Sheila is planning to open two evenings a week for meals and will be looking for 
a chef wanting part-time work, as well as other casual staff. 

Website: www.facebook.com/valleycottage  

Note: Sheila would welcome seeing any old photos of the building and the area. 
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HEDGELEY ANTIQUE CENTRE 

 
Hedgeley Services, Powburn NE66 4HU 

Open 7 days a week: 
10am to 5pm (Apr-Oct) 

10am to 4pm (Nov-Mar) 

Antiques • Pine and painted furniture • 

Vintage & Retro • China & Linens • 

Jewellery • Field Sports • Fishing & 

Militaria • Collectables & Gifts 

01665 578142 
hedgeleyantiquecentre@gmail.com 
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Plantastic 

 

Swathes of Bluebells in Crawley Dene 

Even if you’ve not walked along the dene 
you can’t fail to have seen, from the car, 
the blue hillside on the east side beyond 
the old railway line. If you do walk along 
the dene in late April or May there are 
ample opportunities for good 
photographs. 

Bluebells used to have the botanical 
name Endymion, and that’s the name of 
John Keats’ poem of the same name 
which starts with the well-known and 
memorable line: 

 “A thing of beauty is a joy forever.”  

Nowadays, they are called Hyacinthoides, 
which underlines the fact that they are 
very closely related to hyacinths. 

Not only are they beautiful flowers – 
particularly when seen in large swathes in 
woodland or in open situations – but, in 
the past, they were known for other 
uses. In 1562, the renowned 
Northumbrian naturalist (not the artist) 
William Turner said: 

“The boyes in Northumberlande scrape 
the roote of the herb and glew theyr 
arrows and bokes wyth that slyme that 
they scrape of”.  

Never tried it – never will! In fact, the 
native bluebell, Hyacinthoides non-
scriptus is a protected species in the UK 
under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 
1981. Not only must you not pick native 
bluebells and offer them for sale, but it is 
a criminal offence to remove the bulbs of 
wild common bluebells. If you take bulbs 
(or seeds) from the wild and sell them 
you could be fined up to £5000 per bulb.  

For scientific purposes, it is clearly 
possible to get a licence to grow and 
work with bluebells because they contain 
at least 15 active chemicals which the 
plants use to protect themselves from 
insect and larger animal attack. Some of 
these are potentially useful alkaloids that 
have medical uses. HIV and cancer are 
conditions for which bluebell-based 
alkaloids have been shown to have 
effects. 

When the plant charity Plantlife had its 
campaign in 2004 to find a favourite 
flower for each UK county, they had to 
ban the choice of the bluebell for fear 
that many counties would otherwise 
choose the same plant. In 
Northumberland, we chose Bloody 
Cranesbill, but might we have chosen 
bluebells if that had been allowed? 

A FEW ISSUES AGO (No. 24, Dec 2015), I wrote about the late flowers in Crawley Dene. 

But I’ve not waxed lyrical about the spring display of Bluebells, which will still be to 

come when you get this copy of Cheviot Views. 
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 Richard Poppleton 

Native Bluebell 

Help us get your newsletter out to the whole Parish. 
Do you know a neighbour who hasn’t received a copy? If so, please let us know:  

 redbart1@btinternet.com  01665 578373 
 Breamish Stables South, Powburn NE66 4HW 

You may be aware that not all bluebells 
are the same. Our native plant has deep 
blue flowers, pale (even white) male 
anthers which produce the pollen, 
flowers that all grow on one side of the 
flower stalk, petals that tend to turn 
sharply up at their tips and, often, a good 
strong scent. My photo (above left), 
taken in bright sunshine in Crawley Dene, 
doesn’t really give the deep blue colour 
true credit, but you can clearly see the 
one-sidedness.  

Unfortunately there is an alien invader. 
The Spanish Bluebell (Hyacinthoides 
hispanica) was introduced into Britain by 
the horticultural trade. The blue is paler, 
the anthers are blue, the flowers are 
borne all round the flower spike, the 
petal tips don’t turn back and, usually, 
there is almost no scent. The photo 
above right shows the Spanish bluebell 
with its flowers fully open. 

Almost inevitably, this plant escaped 
from domestic gardens and hybridised 

with our native species. The hybrid, 
Hyacinthoides x massartiana, is now 
much more common than the Spanish 
species. 

As a rule of thumb, if you find masses of 
bluebells in a bluebell wood or on grassy 
banks like the one in Crawley Dene, they 
are likely to be our native bluebells. In 
road verges, and in villages and towns, 
the plants are probably the Spanish or 
hybrid types. But don’t quote me on that 
because there will always be exceptions 
and, in addition, the hybrids vary quite a 
lot: some are more like the common 
bluebell and some are closer to the 
Spanish one. 

If you haven’t walked along Crawley 
Dene, do give it a go this spring. It’s an 
easy, level amble, if sometimes a bit 
muddy at the southern end, and the 
bluebell bank is a sight to see. 

Spanish Bluebell 
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Nature matters 
Watery attractions 

THE POW BURN has been very kind to me 
over the years, even allowing for a couple 
of occasions when it caused extensive 
flooding within Powburn village. But that 
was in the days before the installation of 
the flood defences which, so far, have 
controlled the water’s more recent urges 
to wander away from its normal course. 

In return, the stream has offered up 
several birdwatching opportunities. For a 
keen birdwatcher like me, these almost 
compensate for the inconvenience 
caused, and the ensuing upheaval which 
follows, in the aftermath of a serious 
flood. Also welcome is having the sound 
of running water as an accompaniment 
on walks along the bridle path which 
follows the course of the stream as it 
flows and winds from under the A697, 
around the park and then onwards into 
Station Wood. 

There are several habitat changes along 
the burn, some quite subtle, others more 
obvious, such as the woodland through 
which the burn runs towards the Beanley 
road. This variation encourages quite a 
range of wildlife that is attracted by the 
water and the surrounding habitat. 

I have been lucky on several occasions to 
have been in the right place at the right 
time to witness rare and memorable 
visitors. These include water rail, wood 
sandpiper and black stork on one-off 
visits, and others such as dipper, heron, 
kingfisher and the delicate grey wagtails, 
more frequently according to season. 

Recently I have had a couple of 
interesting encounters. The first with a 

dipper, which I observed as it flew from 
the burn where the burn enters the 
wood. Dippers are renowned for 
following water courses rather than flying 
overland. This bird confounded the texts 
by flying up above tree height from 
where it could probably see the Breamish 
River and then setting course across the 
fields towards the river. This was late one 
afternoon last December – unusual 
behaviour which could easily have 
escaped notice under the darkening sky. 

Just into this new year and another 
encounter. This time, at the ford beside 
the sewage works. I was approaching the 
ford, meaning to cross the stream, when 
a small dark bird flew up from the wispy 
grasses at the edge of the concrete ramp. 
My first thought was another dipper. 
However, I changed my mind almost 
immediately, as the bird’s frantic and yet 
feeble flight upstream on longish blunt 
wings ended with it scrambling against 
the stonework of the old railway bridge, 
as it attempted to land on the bank 
barely twenty meters away. I saw the 
bird drop clumsily onto the path on the 
opposite bank, noticing dangling olive 
green legs and feet. I could scarcely 

Dipper 
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believe my eyes and decided to 
investigate further. After wading across 
the ford, I carefully approached the area 
where the bird had dropped. A slight 
movement in the dead willowherb and 
raspberry stems on the bank and the bird 
rose in awkward low flight emitting a 
short squeak. It flew away downstream, 
this time revealing a dark green bill and a 
series of indistinct white blotches on the 
dark back. 

The bird flew perhaps twice the distance 
as before, then dropped into a clump of 
tawny grasses at the edge of the stream 
beside the outflow from the sewage 
works. I had seen enough, I left the 
stranger to recover from its disturbance 
but I knew that I had stumbled across a 
crake; probably a sub-adult little crake, as 
later research seemed to confirm. 
Another once-in-a-lifetime encounter…
thanks to the Pow Burn! 

 Hugh Tindle 

Celebrating Northumberland’s 
Breamish Valley and its people 
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Neither nowt nor summit 
 James Tait 

 
Nuw the aad year's oot, away it gans, 
I'll think on it nee more, 
I pray for nowt but a brand new spring 
Better than the yen afore. 
 

Aye seasons come and seasons go 
bringin' oot aal kinds o'change 
But onward does the river flow, 
to gan backwards would be strange. 

Aal we do is hold on tight, 
when the current teks ahad. 
For to neither nowt nor summit, 
Comes what's raging, riving and bad. 
 
But still and tall stand branches, 
Which, soon adorned will be. 
What's frightened folk away has gone, 
So let the sun shine down on thee! 
 

For ye are nivvor conquered, 
And so reach to that Coquet sky! 
For to neither nowt nor summit 
Comes what would make a good thing die! 

Puzzle by Enigma: The following ‘anagrams’ are local place names, mostly within 

Hedgeley Parish. The answers (see page 19) are all two words. 

1.  Enable Roomy  
2.  Tonal Broncos 
3.  Laces Talc Ally  
4.  Oracle Wet Wry 
5.  Changer Milch Hug  

6.  Gie Plankton 
7.  Vehicles Geysered  
8.  Up Highbrow 
9.  Mi Behaver Sirr  
10. Lowlands Ha 
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Dec 2016: Members enjoyed a very nice Christmas Dinner at The Granby Inn, 
Longframlington. 

Jan 2017: Unfortunately, our scheduled speaker was unable to attend. Our members 
participated in the Women’s Institute ‘Show the Love’ Campaign. This is an initiative 
between the Women’s Institute and the Climate Coalition to show the love for 
everything that could be lost to climate change. We had great fun making green 
Valentine’s cards, with help from Terry Stanners and her craft making equipment. 

Feb 2017: Ruhila Shahab gave an excellent demonstration of Indian Cooking. She made 
Chicken Curry, Tarka Dhal and Rice, which was thoroughly enjoyed by our members. 

Date for Your Diary: 8 April 2017. The WI are arranging a Community Litter Pick in 
Powburn and Hedgeley. Anyone interested in helping should meet at the Breamish Hall 
at 10.00am. Gloves, bags, etc. will be provided. 

Upcoming Meeting Highlights:  

Tuesday 14 Mar 2017 – Anna Turnbull will demonstrate the process of felting.  

Tuesday 13 Jun 2017 – Introduction to Crafts with Nancy Fowlie. 

If you would like to join Hedgeley Women’s Institute, please contact May Wilson on 
01665 578576. If you do not wish to join but are interested in some of our speakers or 
events, you are very welcome to come along! Please check with May regarding times. 
There will be a £3 charge for non-members.  

Finally, we would like to send our congratulations to Anna Smith, one of our longest 
serving members, who was 90 years old on 27 Jan 2017. Happy Birthday! 

Hedgeley Women’s Institute  Doreen Burn 

Coffee Morning with Book Sale 

Saturday, 29 April 2017 

10am – 12 noon 

Glanton Memorial Hall 

Extensive array of fiction & non-fiction 
books (including children’s) to browse 

and buy 

Refreshments • Raffle 

Everyone welcome!  

Absolutely no hassle to buy 

Book donations can be left at the 
Glanton Post Office or contact Beryl and 
John at 01665 574385 

[In aid of Glanton Memorial Hall] 
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Powburn drainage and signage 

The parish council was concerned about 
flooding in Powburn and suggested 
installation of a French Drain. Officers have 
inspected the area this month and gangs 
recently carried out some ditching repairs 
and cut a number of new grips into the 
ditch. It is anticipated that this will resolve 
any flooding issues on this stretch of road 
now these works have been carried out. 

A maintenance engineer at Northumberland 
County Council (NCC) has inspected the 
drainage at Powburn and confirms the sump in the play area was cleaned out in 
September 2016 by Aim-range. 

Damaged drains in Glanton 

The parish council also raised concerns with me over flooding towards the A697 from 
Glanton. Officers from NCC have inspected a damaged highway drain at Playwell Road. 
NCC is looking to start the repairs in April or May 2017. This will require a full road 
closure and may cause an inconvenience to local drivers. I will give you further 
information when I receive it. 

A697 road danger 

Danger of large and fast vehicles on the A679, especially through Powburn, continues to 
be of great concern. I will keep pressing for the experts and traffic engineers to find 
mitigation measures. 

Limited visibility 

I asked officers to inspect the limited visibility at Crawley Dene junction following 
concern expressed by parish councillors. They have asked Your Move to remove a For 
Sale sign that was obscuring the view of drivers. There is also a BT pole that obstructs 
vision but there is nothing that NCC can do about this, unfortunately. NCC is also 
investigating moving a 20mph sign that is in the line of sight. 

Speed limit A697 Powburn 

An Experimental Order has been introduced to lower the speed limit on the A697 in 
Powburn. Such an Order eliminates the need to carry out a lengthy consultation 
process, therefore it can be introduced considerably quicker. The Experimental Order is 
effectively a 12-month consultation, comments are invited throughout the duration of 
this order which will assist in informing the NCC’s decision when it comes to making the 
order permanent. For example, there have been comments regarding the 40mph 

County Councillor report 
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previously extended over the bridge. According to our records, this was never the case. 
However, any comments requesting an extension to the limit will be placed on file and 
investigated further. Comments may also include issues relating to interactive signs and 
gateway signs (mock gates). 

Any comments should be sent to NCC’s Highways Programme inbox at 
highwaysprogramme@northumberland.gov.uk.  

Road safety near schools 

NCC has produced a video to highlight how the parking behaviours of parents and 
carers impact on the safety of children at school drop off and pick up times. This Go 
Smarter initiative is aimed at helping parents understand the benefits of parking 
responsibly, to help keep children safe. You can access the video at  

https://youtu.be/_rjsdW4khSQ  

It will be promoted through the Go Smarter team and through social media channels. 

Northern Area Committee  

Next meeting: 13 March 2017; 18:00; Hindmarsh Hall, Alnmouth. 

This is an opportunity for members of the public to attend and ask questions of local 
members and officers of NCC directly, as well as hear discussion of other agenda issues. 
Agendas are circulated to parish council clerks in advance and are available on the NCC 
website. 

Contact details 
Email: kate.cairns@northumberland.gov.uk • Phone: 07769 304310. 

 Kate Cairns 

 aspin6@btopenworld.com 
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Branton Ponds report 2016 

FOLLOWING THE TRANSFER OF OWNERSHIP of Branton Nature Conservation Area/
Branton Ponds from Cemex to the Hedgeley Estate, it was felt important to collect as 
much data as possible on the state of the wildlife on the site. 

Consequently, Alnwick Wildlife Group (AWG) took the lead in compiling data. Almost all 
the records have come directly from members of AWG or from visits organised by AWG 
members. In particular, Ian and Keith Davison visited the site on an almost daily basis 
and have contributed the majority of the bird records and the ‘other sightings’ records. 
In addition, Stewart Sexton and Alan Fairclough organised a moth trapping night, and 
Richard Poppleton organised all the botanical survey visits. 

All the data have been collected into a comprehensive report that lists the numerous: 

• plants 

• birds 

• moths 

• other sightings (e.g. mammals, amphibians, fish, reptiles) 

The wildlife report 2016 was a sizable undertaking and it will add substantially to our 
‘fund of knowledge’ regarding the wildlife in the Branton Lakes Nature Reserve. It will 
be of huge assistance in monitoring the success or otherwise of the conservation efforts 
for years to come. A debt of thanks is due to all the members of the Alnwick Wildlife 

Wildlife report 2016 
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CONTACT THE EDITOR 

Graham Williamson, 3 Crawley Dene, Powburn NE66 4HA  
Tel: 07969 133201 
Email: graham@breamishvalley.com 

Cheviot Views is produced quarterly. Back copies from 
www.breamishvalley.com 

The editor is pleased to consider articles or letters of not more than 500 
words for publication. Where possible, articles should be accompanied 
by a good quality digital photograph of 250dpi or higher. 

Group and associates who voluntarily carried out this important work. 

Read the report 

You can read and download the wildlife report free of charge from: 

www.breamishvalley.com/branton-lakes-nature-reserve-wildlife-report-2016/ 

 

Editor’s Note: The information in this article is adapted from the above report that was 
compiled by Richard Poppleton to whom we extend our thanks. 

1.  Beanley Moor  
2.  Branton School 
3.  Callaly Castle  
4.  Crawley Tower 

5.  Eglingham Church  
6.  Glanton Pike 
7.  Hedgeley Services  
8.  High Powburn 

9.  River Breamish  
10. Shawdon Hall 

Anagram answers 
from page 14 
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Counting on sheep 

SHEEP FARMING in the often bleak, windswept conditions of the Cheviot Hills has been 
a feature of north Northumberland's landscape for hundreds of years. Indeed, the 
Cheviot Sheep – a hardy breed that takes its name from the rolling hills that straddle 
the border between England and Scotland – is still farmed today. Having bred, raised 
and lived off sheep for generations, it's hardly surprising that the Northumbrian dialect 
developed numerous words for talking about this most central of livelihoods for so 
many people who lived off the land. Here are a few, listed by the English Dialect Society 
in 1892. Do you recognise any that we still use today? 

AWELT, AWELD, AWERT: laid on the back; said of a sheep when cast upon its back and 
unable to move.  

BASTE, BYEST: to brand sheep. After clipping, each sheep is byeasted, either with its 
owner's initials, or with some distinguishing device. 

BEELD: the shelter for sheep. The beeld side of a house or fence is that opposite to the 
wind or storm. Circular or cross walls of earth or stone for sheep on the high 
Northumberland moors.  

BOUGHT: (pronounced bout] a sheep fold.  

CADE, or KYED: the sheep louse.  

CASSEN: said of a sheep when cast upon its back and unable to rise.  

CLAIRTS, or CLARTS: wool upon which sheep's droppings have gathered and hardened. 

CLEET: the hoof of a sheep.  

COTS: inferior sheep skins, in which the wool is tangled.  

CREEL: a kind of basket of wickerwork in which hay is taken in stormy weather to sheep 
on the mountains. Its sides are stiff, its bottom supple.  

CRUCK: a disease causing a twisted neck in sheep. 

CULLS: animals that are rejected from a flock of sheep.  

CUT: a number of sheep on a large grazing farm. A ‘hirsel’ is divided into several 
divisions called cuts, each keeping to its own range of pasture:  

DINMONT, DINMOND: a ten-month lamb. A lamb is called a hog in autumn, and after 
the first shearing of the new year a dinmont if it is a male sheep, and a gimmer if it is a 
ewe.  

DODDED: hornless.  

DRAUGHT: the worst sheep ‘drawn’ or culled out from a flock. Draught ewes.  

FAAD: a fold for sheep.  

FILE: to make foul. The ‘file in the foot’ is a disease peculiar to sheep and cattle.  

Wordsmith 

 Graham Williamson 


