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Nature matters 

The last swallows 

I suppose that, like most people, when 
we noticed the growing number of 
swallows which gathered each morning 
on the cables at the Branton road end 
towards the end of August, we assumed 
that it wouldn't be long before these 
summer visitors would soon be setting off 
on their epic migration towards their 
wintering quarters in South Africa. At the 
end of August, the number of swallows 
had grown to more than a hundred birds 
which then began to decline even more 
quickly than they had gathered over the 
previous weeks. By early September the 
clear majority of these birds had 
departed and the bare cables served as a 
stark reminder that summer was all but 
over. The few birds which remained were 
restless, never settling for long on the 
previously crowded cables and occasional 
groups of swallows from further north 
now passing over Powburn weren't 

tempted to linger. It only seemed to be a 
matter of time before they would all be 
heading south. 

That was until I noticed that we still had a 
pair of swallows which seemed to be 
unusually attached to our garage. As in 
previous summers, a pair had chosen to 
nest in the garage and had fledged a 
single brood successfully. I thought that 
our birds would also be considering 
departing soon, along with the others. 
However, on a couple of occasions, 
having ventured into the garage, I was 
surprised to find a single swallow within 
and each time strangely reluctant to 
leave. By mid-September it gradually 
dawned on me that this pair might just 
be attempting to produce a second 
brood, perhaps encouraged by the 
settled weather and a proliferation of 
winged insects. My suspicions were soon 
confirmed when both birds were noticed 
flying back and forth from the garage on 
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a regular basis, indicating that they now 
had several mouths to feed. Our pair of 
birds were good providers but would the 
weather hold long enough for them to 
find sufficient food to enable their young 
to fledge successfully? 

The last weekend in September turned 
out to be quite exceptional for swallows. 
Over the two days, dozens of birds 
gathered over the Powburn football field. 
Young birds rested on the fence wires on 
the far edge of the field while adults 
skimmed over the pasture, feeding on 
insects perhaps disturbed from the grass 
by the grazing sheep. Sunday saw the 
largest gathering, with over a hundred 
birds present by mid-morning. Towards 
midday the birds began to rise and circle 
over the field. Each time they rose, fewer 
birds returned to fly among the sheep 
until the majority had gone and I could 
pick out our own pair; marked out by 
their regular flights between the field and 
our garden.  

Early October and at last I could hear the 
calls of the young from within the garage 
as they greeted the feeding visits from 
both parents. The first redwings (migrant 
thrushes from Scandinavia) entered the 
valley on 4 October, signalling the arrival 
of autumn. Sightings of migrating 
swallows from the north were now 
almost at an end. Each passing day now 
assumed an increasing importance, as 
signs of fledging were eagerly 
anticipated. Finally, on 7 October the 
young fledged and, for the first time, 
took to the sky above our garden. And on 
the following day they were gone. Well 
almost. Late afternoon on that Saturday, I 

was surprised and pleased to again see 
our birds circling back and forth over the 
trees close to our garden – and even 
more delighted to see six birds entering 
our garage to roost for the night.  

This pattern continued over the next few 
days with the family departing after 
daybreak and returning late afternoon to 
roost in the shelter of the garage. 
Surprisingly, each afternoon whenever 
the birds reappeared, there were also 
several other swallows with them. 
Perhaps they were from another late 
brood raised nearby and, like ours, 
developing powers of flight and skill in 
catching their own food. I noticed that 
our young swallows were still 
occasionally being fed on the wing by 
attentive parents, although by now it was 
almost impossible to distinguish young 
from adult in their energetic flights across 
the sky. Then the weather turned against 
the swallows, with strong easterly winds 
bringing heavy rain showers. On the 
morning of 15 October, with cohorts of 
fieldfares invading the valley under 
lowering skies, the adults and two of the 
young departed. I thought at first the 
whole family had gone but, on the 
following Monday, an early morning 
inspection of the garage revealed two 
slim silhouettes perched on garden canes 
stored in the roof space. The two 
remaining young returned to the garage 
again that night and the following 
evening but on the Wednesday, with the 
wind now in a more northerly quarter 
and with high skeins of yelping pinkfeet 
criss-crossing the lower valley throughout 
the day, they heeded the warning and 
left. 

 Hugh Tindle 
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Meet the Cheviot Views Committee 
Jen Armstrong: I moved to this area from Derwentside in 
1993. It was because I spotted a delightful cottage with land 
and outbuildings for sale near Bolton Village. I just had to 
view it and was immediately drawn by the peace, the 
beautiful views and quiet roads. So, I just had to buy Kennels 
Cottage. 

My career was in education, starting as a newly qualified 
teacher at a primary school in Burnopfield, County Durham. I 
happily taught there for several years and volunteered to be 

redeployed to Consett, later moving on to Stanley. After many years of full-time 
teaching, I worked part-time with people with special needs and continued until three 
years ago. 

I am a country person who spends as much time as possible outdoors, preferably in the 
company of a dog or horse. I am fairly active and enjoy various activities, as well as 
being a volunteer for several organisations and am currently learning to play the 
ukulele. There really is plenty to do in retirement! 

Dean Wilkinson: My wife and I moved to Powburn from Leicester in the spring of 
2006, a sort of midlife crisis I suppose! Kay teaches full time over at Ellingham Primary 
School whilst I run Cheviot View B/B which we started four months after we moved 
here. Now, 10 years on, I'd like to think we've settled into country life – what with our 
hens and large, friendly, if somewhat uncontrollable, dog. My interests include, wildlife 
(particularly birds of prey), music and, for my sins, Lib Dem politics. 

Peter Slater: Born and bred in Newcastle, I moved to 
Powburn in 2003, living with Gillian (and Bramble, the cat). I 
served on the Hedgeley Parish Council and helped create 
Northumberland Advanced Motorists, assisting over 100 
drivers to pass the advanced driving test. 

I have loved astronomy since I was young and the dark skies of 
Powburn are much better than the orange glow of Newcastle. I 
now write about the Night Sky for Cheviot Views. I joined the 
committee a year ago, as treasurer – an occupational hazard 
for a former bank worker! 

Since retiring last year, I am now involved in local history research, geology, archaeology 
and conservation work on the Northumberland coast. 

Paul Barton: I moved to Powburn in the summer of 2010 together with my partner, 
Andrea. I had spent thirty-seven years in the teaching profession, eventually retiring as 
an Advanced Skill Teacher in Outdoor Education and P.E. teacher. A native of the north-
west, I have lived in both the south-west and south-east of England. My interests 
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May Wilson: My dad was a shepherd at Crookham West 
Field, north of Millfield, and I was born one of seven children 
on the farm there. Consequently, I grew up in north 
Northumberland, attending school in Ford. While working as 
a mother’s helper in Longhoughton I met my husband Reg – 
we’ve been married 45 years! We moved to Powburn around 
1980 and I love living here.  

I enjoy being involved in community work and keeping busy. 
I’m currently President of Hedgeley WI, Vice Chair of 

Hedgeley Parish Council and I serve on several committees, including those for the 
Powburn Show, Breamish Hall and, of course, the Cheviot Views newsletter. I continue 
to work full-time as Head Chef at Cragside Estate. I was privileged to be awarded the 
British Empire Medal in the Queen’s Birthday Honours List in 2014 for services to the 
communities in Powburn and Hedgeley and to the North Northumberland Village Hall 
Consortium. I’m so grateful for the opportunities I’ve had and for having such good 
neighbours and friends in the area. 

include most outdoor sports and I am a qualified mountain, cave and canoe leader. By 
far my favourite activity is skiing, although I don’t partake as much as I would like. I am 
also a keen football fan and season ticket holder at Liverpool who I have followed since 
1961. Since moving to Powburn I have attempted to get involved in the local community 
and I am a Parish Councillor, as well as secretary of the Cheviot Views. Together with 
Robbie Burn, I also run the Breamish Valley Table Tennis Club for young people every 
Monday evening in the Breamish Hall. 

Graham Williamson: I took an early retirement from working in the NHS in 2008. As 
my wife Margaret and I used to holiday with our children in Northumberland we were 
keen to spend more time here. So, in 2011, when Margaret took her early retirement, 
we bought what we initially thought would be just a holiday home in Powburn. Our 
daughter said, “I’ll give you six months before you’re living there!” And she was right. 
We fell in love with Powburn and the area and now it’s what we like to call home. Since 
moving from the industry of Teesside to the countryside, I’ve taken up cycling and 
photography. Like Jen, there really is plenty to do in retirement, including editing the 
Cheviot Views each quarter. 

And that completes the Committee line-up, apart from Robbie Burn who is well-
known to residents for his many voluntary activities, including chairing the Parish 
Council. Robbie also puts these skills to use as the Chair of the Cheviot Views 
Committee. 

Like to join in? 

If you’d like to come and join us on the Committee please feel free to get in touch with 
Robbie on 01665 578138 
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Meet the vicar 
My name is JANE SCOTT and I'm delighted to be the new Priest 
in Charge of Whittingham & Edlingham with Bolton Chapel.  

I have been ordained since 2001 and, before that, I was a 
primary teacher in Alnmouth and Alnwick. After ordination, I 
served as Curate in Denton, on the west of Newcastle. Then I 
was Vicar of North Sunderland and Beadnell and then Vicar of St 
Peter's Monkseaton.  

In 2014 I married Paul Scott, who is Vicar of Alnwick. After a time 
of living in separate vicarages, I moved to Alnwick last year: it 
feels like I've come home! I have two grown-up sons, Matt and Tim, and two wonderful 
daughters in law, Sarah and Lisa. They all live in the south of England and so, like many 
families these days, time spent together is very precious. In my spare time, I enjoy 
gardening (when the rabbits allow) and I love baking.  

I am very much looking forward to getting to know you all and am so pleased to be part 
of such a lovely community in such a beautiful part of Northumberland. I will continue 
to live in Alnwick but hope to be out and about in the parishes as much as I can. If you 
would like me to call, please ring me on 01665 603078.  

With love and prayers, Jane 

SEP 2016: Roz Tinlin (Couquet Chocolate) demonstrated how to temper chocolate at 
home in a microwave and how to make silky smooth ganache. 

OCT 2016: Chris Chesney from Iona Glass Art in Warkworth was our speaker and 
provided an informative slide show of their work in conservation and restoration of 
stained glass windows from medieval to modern, specialising in 19th and 20th century 
works in listed buildings: from the smallest chapel to grand stately homes. 

NOV 2016: Richard Sharp gave an extremely detailed talk about the Jacobite Cause.  

CHANGING LIVES: As last year, Hedgeley WI will take donations to ‘Changing Lives’ 
Newcastle in early December. This superb charity helps homeless people get off the 
street and rebuild new lives; ensuring they get support, advice, medical care and help in 
finding work. They have three centres in Newcastle. Members, with the help of 
Eglingham WI, have collected jumpers, coats, thermal items (socks, hats, gloves, foil 
blankets, sleeping bags); personal hygiene items (dry shampoo, toothbrushes/paste, 
baby wipes, towels, underwear), and non-perishable easy-to-eat food.  

NEXT MEETING: Tuesday 17 January 2017, 7pm in Breamish Hall, Powburn 

Roz Tinlin will talk of the bygone days of illicit stills and smugglers of the rugged Coquet 
Valley.  

Hedgeley WI would like to wish everyone a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! 

Hedgeley Women’s Institute  May Wilson 
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Plantastic 

Sometimes, even in the depths of winter, 
you can get clues to the identification of 
a woody plant from dead leaves or fruits 
that have fallen but not yet rotted away. 
With Beech, especially in hedges, the 
dead leaves and old nut cases may still be 
on the tree. In other cases, the tree may 
be one that starts to produce next year’s 
flowers, often in the form of catkins, even 
before Christmas. A few have very 
distinctive bark (Sweet Chestnut and 
Birches) but, as often as not, you are left 
with the bare twigs as your only source of 
information. 

 

Male and female catkins on alder 

There are a few that are so distinctive 
that you can give yourself confidence 
straight away. Ash (which we have to 
hope will still be with us for many years 
to come despite Ash die-back disease) 
has hard black, almost triangular, buds. 
Horse Chestnut has the well-known sticky 
buds. Beech has thin, whippy twigs with 

slender pointed buds. So, three down 
and perhaps only about 60 to go! 

 

Ash 

Suppose the tree you are looking at has 
spines. Rose prickles are very different 
from Hawthorn spines which in turn are 
quite distinct from Blackthorn (Sloe) 
spines, which are like pointed side shoots 
with side buds along the length of each 
spine. 

 

Blackthorn spines 

One feature that can often help to 
narrow down the identification is the 
arrangement of the buds. Trees such as  

ONE OF THE THINGS I’ve become increasingly aware of recently is that I’m not very 
good at identifying broadleaf trees and shrubs in winter. For this article, I’m ignoring the 
conifers because they present problems of their own, particularly when you are dealing 
with introduced species in parks and gardens. 
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 Richard Poppleton 

 

Sycamore 

the Maples, which include Sycamore, 
have their buds in opposite pairs. Others, 
like Hazel, the Elms and Beech, have 

alternate buds. A third group have their 
buds arranged spirally around the twig – 
many of the Willows are like this. Then 
there is the question of whether the buds 
are hairy or smooth. Rowan and 
Whitebeam have distinctly hairy buds. 

If you decide to learn some of the winter 
trees, I can recommend a guide from the 
series produced by the Field Studies 
Council. These are called AIDGAP guides 
(Aids to Identification in Difficult Groups 
of Animals and Plants). All have been 
extensively tested for accuracy and user-
friendliness before publication. The one 
rather laboriously entitled A guide to the 
identification of deciduous broad-leaved 
trees and shrubs in winter costs £6.00. 
Details at www.field-studies-council.org/
publications 
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The night sky (winter 2016-17) 

The map is almost identical to the one for winter 2015-16 (Issue 24). The Earth has 
made a complete orbit around the Sun and we see the same stars in the part of the sky 
opposite the Sun – the ‘night’ sky. Over the months, the constellations have all moved 
slowly across the sky (appearing in the same place about four minutes earlier each day), 

WELL, WE HAVE COMPLETED a whole year of stargazing so, let’s go round again! Look at 
the Sky Chart below supplied by Adrian Janetta of NASTRO. The horizon is around the 
edge with north, south, east and west marked. The map shows where the stars are at 
midnight on 1 December, 10pm on 1 January and 8pm on 1 February. They will look 
slightly different at different times but you should still be able to spot them. 

South 

North 
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taking a year to get back where they 
started. 

Orion is easily recognised to the south, 
with the three bright stars forming his 
belt. A little lower down is a fuzzy patch – 
the Orion Nebula, a huge area of dust 
and gas where new stars are being 
formed. Extend the line of the belt to the 
left to reach the brightest star in the sky, 
Sirius, which seems to twinkle in assorted 
colours. This is because it is always low 
down and the light must travel through a 
lot of Earth’s atmosphere, which is 
constantly moving. Extend the line the 
other way past the orange star, 
Aldebaran, in the constellation of Taurus 
the bull until you reach another fuzzy 
patch, the star cluster called the Pleiades. 

So far, we have always looked to the 
south. Let’s turn around and look north. 
Most people recognise the ‘Plough’ (no, 
not the pub!), also known in the USA as 
the ‘Big Dipper’. This is not a 
constellation but an asterism, which 
means it is an easily and commonly 
recognised pattern of stars. It is part of 
the larger constellation Ursa Major, the 
Great Bear. 

You can use the two stars farthest from 
the handle, called the ‘pointers’, to find 
north. Continue a line from Merak 
through Dubhe and keep going the same 
distance about three more times until 
you reach another brightish star. That is 
Polaris, or the Pole Star, in Ursa Minor, 
the Little Bear. It has the distinction of 
appearing almost directly overhead at 
the North Pole, so it never appears to 
move. Instead, all the other stars appear 
to rotate around it. That is why the 
Plough appears to be standing on its 
handle now. By spring it will be almost 

overhead and won’t look the ‘right way 
up’ until the autumn. 

Two planets to look for – one easy, one 
hard to see. Venus is about the same size 
as the Earth and is our nearest planetary 
neighbour, sometimes a mere 40 million 
kilometres away. It orbits between us 
and the Sun, so it is always in the twilight 
sky and is the brightest object in the sky 
(after the Sun and the Moon) in the 
southeast after sunset through 
December, January and February. Uranus 
is also marked on the star map. It is much 
fainter, orbiting beyond Saturn at about 3 
billion kilometres and wasn’t discovered 
until 1781, yet it is just visible to the 
naked eye. Binoculars may show it as a 
faint greenish disk. 

The International Space Station is still in 
orbit and is easily visible from here. 
Check out www.heavens-above.com for 
the timings, then look towards the west 
for a bright ‘star’ moving steadily 
eastwards – a real spacecraft with six 
astronauts aboard. Give them a wave! 

If you want to know more why not pop 
along to a meeting of Northumberland 
Astronomical Society (NASTRO). Visit 
www.astro.org.uk for more details. 

Ursa Major 

 Peter Slater 
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Distance:  Start:  2.7 miles/4.3 km  Valley Cottage Café (former Visitor Centre) 

Local walk 

A. From the car park at Valley Cottage Café, follow the woodland walk to the 
Ingram Bridge car park, turn right and cross the road bridge over the River 
Breamish. Follow the road and river for about a mile.  

B. Cross a small bridge and turn left, following the sign to Reaveley. Whilst walking 
up this lane notice the medieval cultivation terraces cut into the side of Heddon 
Hill to your right. 

C. Follow the road as it bears left passing Reaveley Cottage on your right then, later, 
Reaveley Farm on your left. 

D. Past the farm buildings, turn left, heading back towards the river. 

E. Turn right at the junction and retrace your steps back to Valley Cottage Café. 

 Robbie Burn 

River Breamish at ‘B’ 

[Use OS Explorer OL16] 
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Many thanks to all who attended and those who helped organise. As can be seen from 
the photos from our Christmas fair above, a good time was had by all! 

First Warm Hubs Event 

This was held at the Christmas fair and went down very well. We provided hot soup and 
a roll, courtesy of May Wilson and Noreen Birnie. We distributed free energy monitors, 
radiator reflectors, light bulbs and water savers for toilet cisterns. These items were 
sponsored by British Gas and were provided by Christine Nicholls of the Warm Hubs 
Project. 

Warm Hubs support vulnerable and fuel poor people living across rural 
Northumberland. Venues are engaged as places where vulnerable people are assured of 
finding a safe, warm and friendly environment in which to enjoy a healthy, good value 
meal, and the company of other people. Each venue joining the scheme undergoes 
assessment to ensure they meet minimum standards. Meeting the standards entitles 
them to call themselves a ‘Warm Hub’ and to use the Warm Hub logo. 

Why are Warm Hubs needed? 

Northumberland is one of the most sparsely populated counties in England with just 63 
people per square kilometre. 151,885 people (40.7% of Northumberland’s population) 
live in rural areas, i.e. small towns and fringes, villages, hamlets, isolated dwellings. Of 
these, more than 20% are over 65 years old; 15,075 people have limiting long-term 
illness, and 17,550 are income deprived. Rural isolation is a barrier to reaching people 
most in need. The Warm Hubs Project seeks to overcome this barrier. Community 
Action Northumberland has a long history of working with rural communities and has a 
strong links with community organisations such as parish councils and village halls. 
Village halls and other community buildings provide natural access points. 

Breamish Hall, Powburn (NE66 4HT) 

AFTER A MUCH-DESERVED REST, following installation of the new floor in the small hall, 
the Committee swung back into fundraising mode in October and November: 

Race Night: £764.00 

Northumbrian Evening: £185.00 

Prize Christmas Bingo: £457.50 

Christmas Crafts & Santa: £435.45 

Christmas Crafts & Santa 

 Doreen Burn 
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Crossword by Enigma 

Across 

5. Upbrown mixed village  

6. A mixed up outdoor pool, hero 

7. Sleeping backward cow sound going fast  

8. Ship’s company haircut  

10. Canadian moose, plural  

11. Wet weather pet  

Down 

1. Arachnid larder 

2. Confused wise bird gone away 

3. The Plough had one weekly in the past 

4. Spectators 

9. Christmas tipple 

10. Good King W wanted it deep and crisp 
and…? [Answers on page 18] 

As well as benefitting the community, Warm Hubs have also provided the Breamish Hall 
with a free energy audit. We have had the survey and are eagerly awaiting the report. 

Next Project: Our surveyor recommended we resurface the car park it to prevent 
further deterioration. We are exploring costs of resurfacing or total renewal and also 
extending the parking around the back of the hall. 

Next Event: Our next event will be on New 
Year’s Eve. We will be playing music with a 
pooled supper and bring your own drink. Any 
contributions towards the raffle will be 
gratefully received.  

New Year's Eve Party 

31 December 2016 

7:00pm 'till gone midnight 

Pooled supper - bring your own drink 
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HEDGELEY ANTIQUE CENTRE 

 
Hedgeley Services, Powburn NE66 4HU 

Open 7 days a week: 
10am to 5pm (Apr-Oct) 

10am to 4pm (Nov-Mar) 

Antiques • Pine and painted furniture • 

Vintage & Retro • China & Linens • 

Jewellery • Field Sports • Fishing & 

Militaria • Collectables & Gifts 

01665 578142 
hedgeleyantiquecentre@gmail.com  
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[Editor’s note: Cllr Cairns has submitted a longer and more detailed report which can be 

read in full at www.breamishvalley.com/county-councillor-report-dec-2016/. Owing to 

space limitations, this Issue’s report focuses on road safety.] 

A697 Road Danger: I am extremely concerned about the number of HGV crashes in 
and around Powburn, and road safety on the A697 in general, especially following the 
incident of the overturned lorry recently. The risk posed by HGVs to those outside the 
cab is far higher than that for any other vehicle. We must do our utmost to protect the 
people of Powburn and users of the notorious A697. An 'accident waiting to happen' is 
no accident.  

Northumberland County Council (NCC) appointed a consultant to assess the whole 
stretch of the A697 and a phase of intervention measures was proposed and has 
commenced. My view at the time of reviewing the consultant’s report was that such 
intervention measures were not radical enough, and that Powburn area should have 
been given higher priority in the plan. 

NCC carried out a consultation on extension of the 30mph zone at Hedgley which was 
welcomed by the Parish Council and myself. However, we need to consider what more 
can be done. I have suggested intervention measures such as a roundabout and a 
pedestrian crossing or an island. The problem is the criteria for such infrastructures is 
hard to meet when pedestrian use is low and vehicle volume high. I shall continue to 
press for investigation of ways to relieve vehicle danger. 

Managing HGV Risk: NCC has recently signed up to two national standards for HGV 
operations: CLOCS (Construction Logistics and Community Safety) and FORS (Fleet 
Operator Recognition Scheme). This means they will require best practice in vehicle 
safety technology, driver competence and fleet operations, through the three areas 
where they have influence; planning permissions, procurement of infrastructure, and 
own fleet operations. These standards will minimise the disproportionate risk that large, 
HGVs with massive blind spots pose to the communities through which they pass. I have 
worked on this with officers and other members to ensure that our vulnerable rural 
communities are afforded the same consideration and protection as those in urban 
areas in the south. 

County Councillor report 

Road Safety 
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Regular services ensure safe use of your 

boiler, improve its efficiency, hence 

reduce your fuel bill. If you would like 

your boiler serviced and keep warm in 

the winter, please contact: 

Coquetdale Boiler Services 

Oil Fired Boilers Serviced & Repaired 

Oil Tanks Supplied and Fitted 
 

Tel: 01669620716 
Mob: 07970808056 

Email: michaelrickaby@yahoo.co.uk 
 
 
   OFTEC Reg. No. 27118 

 

Help us get your newsletter out to the whole Parish. 
Do you know a neighbour who hasn’t received a copy? If so, please let us know:  

 redbart1@btinternet.com  01665 578373 
 Breamish Stables South, Powburn NE66 4HW 

A1 Works Consultation: This is now open and information has been sent to all 
Parish Council clerks. Work on the A1 will result in significant traffic taking the A697 as 
an alternative route. I urge people responding to the consultation on the design to also 
request that the CLOCS and FORS standards are applied to the construction process. 
The recent Northern Area Committee received a presentation on this consultation and I 
raised this matter then. The Highways Agency stated they would consider adoption of 
the CLOCS standard and advised people to include this in their responses to the 
consultation. The more respondents who call for this, the more likely it will be adopted 
resulting in safer HGVs on our roads. 

Northern Area Committee Meetings:  

9 January 2017, 6:00pm; Longframlington Memorial Hall 

13 March 2017, 6:00pm, venue to be confirmed 

These are opportunities for the public to attend and ask questions of local members and 
officers of the Council directly, as well as hear discussion of other agenda issues. 
Agendas are circulated to Parish Council clerks and are available on the NCC website. 

Contact: kate.cairns@northumberland.gov.uk • 06970 304310. 
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 aspin6@btopenworld.com 

Book Sale 
Saturday, 21 January 2017; 
Whittingham Memorial Hall 

In aid of Whittingham Parish Churches 
and St Oswald’s Hospice 

Don’t want a book? Come for coffee 
and conversation 

Enquiries: 01665 574385. 

Buttons and Beads  
Some ‘Cheviot Views’ readers have given 
unwanted buttons and beads, along with 
items to sell for the Fistula Hospital. We 
have been taking  unsold buttons and 
beads to Karen in Berwick. They are used 
in craftwork with children in two Berwick 
schools. Some go to a Sri Lankan school 
where they are used to complete knitted 
and crocheted work. Some go to a lady in 
Berwick, who has turned her Malawian 
house into a home for orphan girls. 

Even we didn’t realise, until recently, just 
how far all your boxes and bags of buttons, 
beads, and bows are travelling or how 
useful they are! 

Karen sent us a letter with her “very 
grateful thanks” to all the lovely people 
who have given such donations to her. She 
is delighted with the quality, quantity and 
variety that she has received. With the 
letter, Karen also sent another much-
appreciated donation for the Fistula 
Hospital in Ethiopia. 

More to donate? Contact Beryl or John on 
01665 574385. 

 John Parr 
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Recipes for success 
PREPARATIONS FOR THE ‘BIG DAY’ are in full 
swing as the festive season approaches. In the 
coming weeks supermarkets will be crammed 
with shoppers stocking up on festive treats. Top 
of their lists is probably going to be the turkey 
which has been the most popular choice for 
Christmas lunch since Victorian times. One of the 
most traditional accompaniments is bread sauce. 
It’s been gracing British tables since Medieval 
times and, amazingly, the recipe has changed little during the last few hundred years. 
Cranberry sauce is a far more recent addition to traditional festive fare but is equally 
delicious nestled in among the pig-in-blankets and the roasties.  

• Put the cranberries in a saucepan with the rest of the ingredients; bring slowly to 
the boil, then reduce the heat and simmer gently, stirring occasionally until the 
cranberries are soft and the sauce has thickened slightly. 

450g/1lb cranberries washed & picked over 

110g/4oz granulated sugar 

425ml/20floz port 

Cranberry sauce 

zest & juice of 1 orange 

3 tablespoons water 

 May Wilson 

• Insert the cloves into the onion, place into a saucepan with the milk and the bay 
leaf. Bring to the boil then take off the heat and add the bread to the milk. 

• Cover and leave to one side for the flavours to infuse. 

• Remove the onion and the bay leaf, stir in the butter, cream, grated nutmeg and 
season to taste. 

3 cloves 

1 onion peeled 

300ml/½ pint milk 

50g/2oz white bread, crusts removed 

salt & freshly ground black pepper 

1 bay leaf 

15g/½oz butter 

2 tablespoons cream 

grated nutmeg  

Bread sauce 
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Crossword Answers (from page 12) 

Across: 5 Powburn 6 idol 7 zoom 8 crew 10 elks 11 reindeer 

Down: 1 spiderweb 2 AWOL 3 quiz 4 onlookers 9 wine 10 even 

Celebrating Northumberland’s 
Breamish Valley and its people 

CONTACT THE EDITOR 

Graham Williamson: 07969 133201 

graham@breamishvalley.com 

Cheviot Views is produced quarterly. Back 
copies from www.breamishvalley.com 

It’s a cracker! 
What happened to the man who stole an Advent Calendar? 

He got 25 days! 

What kind of motorbike does Santa ride? 

A Holly Davidson! 

What’s the best Christmas present in the world? 

A broken drum, you just can't beat it! 

Did Rudolph go to school? 

No. He was Elf-taught! Merry Christmas! 
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Wordsmith 

Place that name 
English place names often refer to people, activities, landscapes, animals, crops and 

vegetation. Most of them are over 1000 years old. They can tell us something important 

about the history of those places, and how they were perceived. So…what were the 

original meanings of our larger villages in Hedgeley Parish? 

Bolton: 'Collection of buildings'. 

bōðl-tūn (Old English) An enclosure with buildings, a collection of buildings. 

Beanley: 'Bean wood/clearing'. 

bēan (Old English) A bean. 

lēah (Old English) A forest, wood, glade, clearing; (later) a pasture, meadow. 

Titlington: 'Farm/settlement connected with a ‘title’’. 

pers.n. (Old English) pers.n. Personal name 

-ingtūn (Old English) A settlement called after, or connected with…(a person’s name) 

Shawdon: 'Small-wood valley'. 

sceaga (Old English) A small wood. 

denu (Old English) A valley. 

Hedgeley: 'Hiddi's wood/clearing'. 

pers.n. (Old English) pers.n. Personal name 

lēah (Old English) A forest, wood, glade, clearing; (later) a pasture, meadow. 

Powburn: Alas, the meaning is not clear! It's thought, however, to mean 'slow-moving 
stream'. A burn (pronounced born) is a brook and it contrasts with its synonym beck, 
which is the characteristic name in Cumberland and Yorkshire.  

[Source: Nottingham University Key to English Place-Names http://kepn.nottingham.ac.uk] 

 

Cadgy Chrisenmas! 
And I wish ye aall another lang and dosome year! 

[CADGY: cheerful, merry, especially after good eating and drinking. CHRISENMAS: 
Christmas. DOSOME: healthy, with promise of improvement in it.] 

 Graham Williamson 
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View from above  Ian Glendinning 

Editor’s note: These and 4 more aerial photos will be posted at www.breamishvalley.com in 
January 2017, as the reproduction above cannot do justice to Ian’s stunning images. In the 
meantime, you can see more of Ian’s work at www.flickr.com/photos/coquetvalley/albums  

Hedgeley Lakes 

Powburn Village 

Crawley Tower 


