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HAVE YOU NOTICED THE state of the 
signposts throughout Northumberland? 
There are so many missing, fallen flat on 
their faces or swallowed up by vegetation 
that you’d think there was still a war on! 

Glanton Heritage Group is a small 
'kitchen table' community group with a 
mission to save, document and restore 
local heritage features. The group came 
together after the successful project to 
adopt and restore the red telephone box 
in Glanton and our main project now is 
the restoration of the local cast iron sign 
posts, most of which are in a pretty sad 
state or missing entirely.  

Having ascertained the cost of having the 
signs professionally restored, and then 
lifted our collective jaws off the kitchen 
table, the group discussed how we might 
raise the cash and, being a practical 
bunch, whether we could do the job 
ourselves. 

You may recall from Issue 20 in 
December 2014 the story of how we 
found a lost manuscript which led to the 
publishing of Singin’ Hinnies, the story of 
the Robertson family who lived in 
Glanton House from 1859 to the mid-
1960s. The story, based on hundreds of 
letters that passed between family 
members, witnesses bondaged labour in 
the fields, two world wars, the advent of 
the Cornhill railway, and gives an insight 

into what life was really like here at the 
time. Sales of the book, which is still 
available at Glanton Post Office and The 
Hedgeley Antique Emporium, gave us the 
funding to start the restoration. 

To say we’ve learned lessons along the 
way would be an understatement! We 
decided to reproduce the signs in 
fibreglass which would be cheaper and 
more robust. Moulds were taken from 
various surviving signposts of the finial 
(the top bit), a blank arm and the 
individual letters of place-names. Two 
posts, one in Glanton and one on Branton 
Lane End, were grit-blasted in situ, 
painted, and new arms bolted on in 
summer 2015 – they were 
indistinguishable from the originals – a 
great success! Or so we thought until the 

Sign of the times 

West Turnpike sign (before restoration) 
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fierce winds of that December when the 
arms on the West Turnpike sign started 
to oscillate – which would ultimately 
have led to their failure if we hadn’t 
taken the decision to remove them. We 
investigated various options to 
strengthen the arms but, after visiting an 
iron foundry, we decided to use our 
fibreglass arms to create a mould and 
have the new ones cast just like the 
originals. The new arms were attached in 
August and, with a bit of luck, should be 
good for another hundred years.  

Our next mission is to create two signs 
from scratch to replace long-missing ones 
in Glanton. We’re also in the process of 
acquiring the ‘Hedgeley Station ½ mile’ 
arm which was on the Hedgeley to 
Branton road until the mid-90s, and 
starting the restoration of the sign at the 
Hedgeley/Beanley/Titlington junction. 

West Turnpike sign (after restoration) 

 Dave Holdsworth 

Further information: Email 
info@glantonheritagegroup.org.uk 

Councillor Kate Cairns 
COUNCILLOR KATE CAIRNS WILL be well-
known to local residents. She was elected as 
Northumberland County Councillor for the 
Longhoughton ward in July 2014. Kate 
represents the Liberal Democrats. She has 
kindly provided the following summary 
report of her activities during her second 
year in office. (To review issues Kate 
addressed in her 1st year in office see Issue 
23, Sep 2015, pp.17-18.) 

The last 12 months 
I work across my County Council division, which covers a large area and a diverse mix of 
local communities, all facing different challenges. The area stretches from the coastal 
villages of Craster, Embleton and Newton, across to Longhoughton and Rennington, and 
then over to Ellingham, Eglingham, Edlingham and Hedgeley. 

County Councillor report 



 3 

 

It has been a busy year for me. The following is a summary of the main issues I have 
addressed over the past 12 months or so in the Hedgeley Parish. 

• I joined parents and the school in resisting the proposed closure of Branton First 
School, and made verbal representations to those decision-making councillors at 
the Family and Children Services Overview and Scrutiny Committee and at 
Cabinet. The council listened and Branton will stay open. It has this month 
(September) become a primary school. 

• I have been happy to contribute £2,000 of my member’s fund towards the 
refurbishment of Breamish Hall, including purchase of new dishwasher and floor 
insulation. 

• Following severe flooding in Powburn the council Local Services Team have 
cleared out many of the gullies and drains on the A697 during the early part of 
the year. There is, however, ongoing investigation of further potential 
preventative measures to minimise the chances of future flooding. 

• Following major concern of the danger of lorry traffic on the A697, and especially 
HGVs through the village of Powburn, I have called for a strategic review of how 
the council can influence HGVs passing through the county, both in its own fleet, 
its supply chain, and through other policy measures. I am pleased that this has 
resulted in the drafting of a report into Safer HGVs in Northumberland and this 
report will be coming to the Local Services committees for discussion by elected 
members. 

• Following the serious traffic incident at the Newmoor House crossroads, I held a 
meeting at County Hall with various officers and other elected members to 
discuss possible danger reduction measures. I received confirmation that road 
safety improvements were to be carried out at crossroads such as anti-skid 
surface and consideration of signage to ensure clear warning and vision. I will 
continue to call for further measures to slow vehicles down and improve the 
safety all along on this busy road. 

• The state of the roads remains an important issue locally. I am pleased that we 
have seen some tree work carried out and overgrowth and verges cut on the 
A697, as well as some potholes repaired. 

• I raised concerns about the speed sign in Powburn village that has been 
damaged and asked for this to be replaced. 

• I have taken up concerns that were raised about the position of signage further 
north on the A697 with officers, who have been on a site visit to ensure they are 
not a hazard. 

• I have asked for footpaths in Bolton to be brought up to better quality. 

Contact details 
Email: kate.cairns@northumberland.gov.uk • Phone: 06970 304310. 

 Kate Cairns 
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Titlington Pike triangulation pillar 

TRIANGULATION PILLARS, MORE COMMONLY known as trig points, are to be found 
worldwide. In Britain there are approximately 6,500 of them. They were erected by the 
Ordnance Survey to map the country, with the original starting point being Salisbury 
Plain. They are constructed of concrete with a metal plate on the top which was used to 
attach a theodolite. Each pillar was sited on ground which offered 360-degree visibility 
within sight of two other posts. By measuring angles, and using trigonometry, the 
surveyors could calculate distances for mapping which were accurate to within a few 
metres. Since the introduction of GPS technology, the posts are no longer of any 
practical use but do provide an interesting landmark.  

The Titlington Pike pillar is of particular note as it is sited in the centre of a Bronze Age 
round cairn of 22m diameter. The cairn itself has now blended with the surrounding 
moorland and is no longer obvious to the naked eye. It is on Ian Brown’s land and has a 
brass memorial plate on it as a tribute to his father William James Brown. There is also a 
metal sign with the letters OSBM which stand for Ordnance Survey Bench Mark and the 
reference number 3556. It stands at 233 metres above sea level. 

As the trig points became redundant, owing to GPS mapping, the Ordnance Survey 
brought out a scheme where landowners could adopt a pillar which was sited on their 
ground. The purpose of this was chiefly for maintenance. Ian Brown has informed me 
that a group of interested people from Newcastle have taken responsibility for the 
Titlington Pike pillar and, as such, they need to inspect the post twice a year. Adoptees 
of the posts have the authority to paint or adorn their pillar. Thankfully this has not 
happened to the one in our parish but there are many photographs of decorated posts 
on the internet. Some of them are very strange. 

Members of the public can become quite passionate about these pillars and Trig Point 
Bagging is becoming a national pastime. There is even a Cheviot Challenge for baggers 
which is much less arduous than the hill running race with the same title. If you wish to 
visit the Titlington Pike trig post the map reference is NU0875515991. 

 Jen Armstrong 
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Regular services ensure safe use of your 

boiler, improve its efficiency, hence 

reduce your fuel bill. If you would like 

your boiler serviced and keep warm in 

the winter, please contact: 

Coquetdale Boiler Services 

Oil Fired Boilers Serviced & Repaired 

Oil Tanks Supplied and Fitted 
 

Tel: 01669620716 
Mob: 07970808056 

Email: michaelrickaby@yahoo.co.uk 
 
 
   OFTEC Reg. No. 27118 

 

HEDGELEY ANTIQUE CENTRE 

 
Hedgeley Services, Powburn NE66 4HU 

Open 7 days a week: 
10am to 5pm (Apr-Oct) 

10am to 4pm (Nov-Mar) 

Antiques • Pine and painted furniture • 

Vintage & Retro • China & Linens • 

Jewellery • Field Sports • Fishing & 

Militaria • Collectables & Gifts 

01665 578142 
hedgeleyantiquecentre@gmail.com  
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Plantastic 

 

Gipsywort 

I’ll start with Gipsywort (Lycopus 
europaeus). It looks a bit like a cross 
between a nettle and a mint and the best 

place to see it is at the east end of the 
site where the outflow channel allows 
water to leave the east pond. It remains 
visible for the whole growing season, 
although you don’t see the flowers well 
until mid-summer. The plant’s main claim 
to fame is that the leaves, if crushed, 
produce a colour-fast black dye. Sadly, its 
name grew out of historical ignorance 
and even disdain. Because Roma people 
(previously labelled as ‘gypsies’ but which 
is now considered to be a derogatory 
term) were perceived to have a darker 
skin than many white British people, it 
was said that Roma people used the juice 
of the plant to artificially dye their skin – 
hence the name Gipsywort. Thankfully 
we live in more enlightened times. 
Having Gipsywort at Branton is 
botanically very interesting because it is 
extremely rare in Northumberland and it 
is both healthy and spreading at our site. 

THIS YEAR ALNWICK WILDLIFE GROUP has been carrying out some survey work at 
Branton Lakes. The Hedgeley Estates have taken over the reserve from the aggregates 
company, CEMEX (see page 15). John Carr-Ellison is keen to have a good set of data 
about what is there, to help ensure that the management he puts in place maintains 
and even enhances the good levels of wildlife diversity that is there at the moment. 

We spent time this summer primarily with birds, moths, butterflies and plants. It isn’t 
that we don’t like flies, beetles, worms, etc. It’s just that actually finding, catching and 
identifying them is both difficult and rather beyond our levels of expertise. 

The plants, of course, are the easiest to find because they don’t run away when you 
approach! On the other hand, certain ones require some skill to identify them correctly 
and there is also the issue of seasonality. Realistically, if you want to find all the plants 
that are there you need to visit in spring, early summer and late summer/autumn. In 
the end we’ve found 208 species, which is a very good total for a comparatively small 
area. Among them are some unusual plants. Some of these have been deliberately 
introduced in the past, but the fact that they have survived well for several years 
without being artificially ‘gardened’ shows that they are not unsuitable for this sort of 
environment. 
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 Richard Poppleton 

Also at the east side of the east pond is a 
clump of a striking plant growing at the 
water’s edge: Flowering Rush (Butomus 
umbellatus), another rare plant in 
Northumberland. All rushes are flowering 
plants, but all the others are wind-
pollinated and so don’t have colourful 
showy flowers. This plant looks almost 
like a large garden Allium with its heads 
of pink flowers. Its main native areas are 
in the Somerset levels and the Norfolk 
Broads. 

My third example is an attractive yellow-
flowered plant called Common Fleabane 
(Pulicaria dysenterica). It is one of the 
yellow ‘composite’ species where the 
flower heads are made up of many small 
‘florets’. In this case, like daisies, the 
central florets don’t have petals, but the 
ones at the edge have a single outer 
petal. I have had almost no sense of smell 
for the last 25 years, so I can’t vouch for 
the claim that the leaves have a scent 

that is a mixture of Chrysanthemum and 
carbolic soap! But whatever they smell 
like it was thought to be powerful 
enough to deter fleas – hence the name 
Fleabane. Once again, this is a very rare 
plant in north Northumberland, although 
there have been records in the 1970s and 
1980s by the Cawledge Burn just outside 
Alnwick. It occurs at Branton in clumps at 
the water’s edge on the south side of the 
west pond. This is close to the area 
where Grey Cattle have been introduced 
recently to control some of the coarser 
vegetation – a job which the previous 
Exmoor Ponies really failed to do 
effectively, but which the cattle seem to 
be doing much better. 

Further information 

Email rich.titlington@btinternet.com for 
details of Alnwick Wildlife Group or go to 
the website: 

www.alnwickwildlifegroup.co.uk  

Flowering Rush Common Fleabane 

Help us get your newsletter out to the whole Parish. 
Do you know a neighbour who hasn’t received a copy? If so, please let us know:  

 redbart1@btinternet.com  01665 578373 
 Breamish Stables South, Powburn NE66 4HW 
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The night sky (Autumn 2016) 

Take a look at the Sky Chart above, supplied by Adrian Jannetta of NASTRO. The horizon 
is around the edge with north, south, east and west marked. If you’re looking south use 
it the right way up. If you’re looking north, turn it upside down. It shows where the stars 
are at 1am on 1 September, 11pm on 1 October and 8pm on 1 November. They will look 
slightly different at different times but you should still be able to spot them. 

SUMMER IS NOW JUST a distant memory, the nights are cutting in and winter is 

approaching. Astronomers love this time of year, as the skies are truly dark again and 

stargazing can be done at a more respectable hour. 

North 

South 
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If you compare it with the summer chart, 
everything has moved around once again 
and the stars of the ‘Summer Triangle’ 
which were high up to the south-east 
have now moved over towards the west 
and there just don’t seem to be as many 
bright stars about. That’s because most 
of the bright stars we see are in the plane 
of our galaxy, the Milky Way, and that 
passes almost overhead at this time of 
year. 

You need a good dark sky and to be away 
from street lamps, car headlights, etc., in 
order to see the Milky Way. Indeed, 
many city dwellers have NEVER seen it. 
Over towards the south-west are the 
stars of the Summer Triangle: Vega, Altair 
and Deneb. If you have really clear dark 
skies you may be able to make out a dark 
band within the Milky Way which is a 
huge lane of interstellar dust blocking out 
the light from the stars beyond. 
Meanwhile you may also be able to see 
some of the stars of the winter skies 
beginning to appear in the east. 

However, take a look overhead again. 
Can you make out a ‘W’ shape? That is 
the constellation of Cassiopeia – it is 
supposed to represent the vain queen in 
Greek mythology who boasted about her 
unrivalled beauty. I guess you need a 
good imagination! 

So you’ve seen our galaxy – do you want 
to see another? Take a look at the star 
map – just below the W of Cassiopeia is 
an oval. I find it easier to locate in the sky 
by starting at the ‘Great Square’ of 
Pegasus. I start at the top-left star of the 
square then count along two stars to the 
left, turn 90 degrees to the right and 
count two more (fainter) stars. Can you 
see a faint fuzzy patch? That’s the 

Andromeda Galaxy, a huge spiral system 
containing about a trillion stars – that’s 
1,000,000,000,000. It’s about two-and-a-
half million light years away from us. 
Light travels at 186,000 miles in a second 
but the light reaching your eyes started 
its journey two-and-a-half million years 
ago – long before early humans appeared 
on the Earth! 

Sadly, it’s not a good time for planet 
spotting, with most of the planets visible 
only in the dawn or dusk twilight. Uranus 
and Neptune are both there but they are 
the two farthest planets in the Solar 
System so are both very faint, particularly 
Neptune. Uranus is technically visible to 
the naked eye so, if you want to try, 
check the star map and look for a faint 
greenish-blue ‘star’. 

The International Space Station is still 
easily spotted from here but timings vary. 
Check out www.heavens-above.com then 
look towards the west for a bright ‘star’ 
moving steadily eastwards. 

Where can I learn more? Just pop along 
to a meeting of Northumberland 
Astronomical Society (NASTRO). Visit 
www.astro.org.uk for more details. 

Andromeda  Galaxy 

 Peter Slater 
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Distance:  Start:  5 miles/8 km  Plough Inn, Powburn (currently closed) 

Shepherd’s Law/Shawdonwood House circular walk 

A. Walk north along the A697, cross the bridge over the Pow Burn. Turn right after 
the bridge, then left into the football field. Follow the track to the Beanley Road. 
Cross the road and follow the footpath to the river. 

B. Follow the river past the lakes and the quarry works, then cross a small 
footbridge over a stream, following the farm track up to the Beanley road. Turn 
left on the road to Beanley Farm. 

C. Opposite the farm, take the marked byway and follow it, crossing a C-class road, 
then up the hill towards Shepherd’s Law. 

D. At the top of the track turn right down the hill to the Titlington road, passing 
Titlington Mount on your left. Once on the road turn left. 

E. At the footpath fingerpost on the right follow it through Shawdonwood House 
onto another C-class road. 

F. Turn left on the road and follow it downhill until you come to a disused railway 
bridge. 

G. The track bears up to the right of the bridge onto the disused railway line. Follow 
the line back to the rear of the Plough Inn. 

 Robbie Burn 
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AT LONG LAST THE small hall has been refurbished and the Breamish Hall is back in 
business! 

Arkle & Sons did a great job, finishing the job exactly to our specifications and on time. 
As we did not have to use as much of the Breamish Hall funds as originally expected, we 
used the extra money to have the air source heating removed and extra radiators put 
into the small hall, the ceiling spray-painted and a wall and door built across the library 
entrance to create a small meeting room. 

 A big ‘thank you’ must go to Robbie Burn who painted the small hall, the kitchen and 
passage with help from Paul Barton. We finished the room off by purchasing some 
blinds, which will help protect the new flooring from sun damage. The Breamish Hall 
Committee cleaned the whole building, put new feet on all the chairs and rearranged 
the cupboards, working right up to the deadline to get it ready for opening. 

I’m sure you’ll agree it was well worth it. 

Our next task is to paint the outside of the building before the bad weather sets in. 
Once again, Robbie has volunteered to paint but I’m sure he would appreciate some 
help if anyone is available! 

Upcoming Events (tickets from May Wilson 01665 578576) 

Breamish Hall, Powburn (NE66 4HT)  Doreen Burn 

Race Night 

Sat 22 Oct 2016 

7:30pm 

Fish & Chip Van available 

Bring your own drink 

Northumbrian Evening 
with Ernie Coe 

Sat 12 Nov 2016; 7:00pm 

Pie & Pea Supper 

Bring your own drink 

Christmas Fayre 
with Santa 

Sat 26 Nov 2016 

10:30am 

New floor in the small hall  
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It blooms and blooms away, 
does this queer little flewer ootside. 
And it's rather nice to look at, 
I do hope it'll bide. 
 

I've nivvor seen nowt like it, 
but as far as I can tell, 
it seems to have the makings 
of a bonnie white bluebell. 
 

I forst thowt it was garlic, 
for the staaks is thin and lang, 
and someone thowt a daffodil, 
but I knew that she was wrang. 
 

She doesn't give away much, 
up close she has nee smell, 
does this bonnie little flewer, 
that I caal me white bluebell. 

I wonder what she's deein' here, 
she blooms brighter everyday, 
She's mebbies meant for somewhere else, 
and a bord led her astray. 
 

She needs nee lookin' after, 
aye, she does aalright hersell, 
does this bonny little flewer, 
that I caal me white bluebell. 
 

This is me favourite time o'year, 
when everything wakes up, 
there's celebration everywhere, 
from the oak to the buttercup. 
 

In the still afore the sunrise, 
cries the blackbird "all is well" 
and in another garden somewhere, 
blooms a bonny white bluebell. 

Me bonnie white bluebell 

 James Tait 

New book! ‘Coquet Ramblings’ is a book of 36 poems written in the Northumbrian 
dialect, together with a number of anecdotes, that has just been published by our very 
own Northumbrian dialect poet James Tait. 

A regular contributor to Cheviot Views, James has been writing poetry since 2012. He 
uses his poems to help keep the Northumbrian dialect alive with local youngsters. In 
2013 he was interviewed by Julia Bradbury for the BBC’s Countryfile and his poem ‘How 
Nature Wins’ was used in the opening sequence of that programme. 

Buy the book: Available for purchase online from: www.jamestait.co.uk for £7.00, 
including UK p&p. 
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Nature matters 
One day in August 

 
A DAY OFF WORK in the middle of 
August, and on a fine day too, was quite a 
bonus during an otherwise busy month in 
the gardening calendar. I almost felt 
grateful for the broken suspension spring 
which meant that I was unable to use my 
car for work, knowing that when it was 
fixed I would have catching-up to do. 

However, I was determined not to let the 
opportunity go to waste and was 
planning to do some catching-up on 
overdue work in our own garden. I was 
all set to venture forth via the back door 
when a casual glance out of the kitchen 
window revealed a red squirrel 
breakfasting on peanuts at a feeder, 
which resulted in a twenty-minute delay 
while the squirrel fed. Red squirrels have 
only recently started to revisit our 
feeders after what seems to have been a 
long absence. So, all such visits are now 
treated with the utmost consideration, 
which seems to be paying off as three 
separate individuals have been identified. 
Red squirrels seem to be flourishing in 
other parts of the village too, with 
reports of regular sightings from Dean 
Wilkinson and of breeding taking place 
with sightings of young squirrels from 
Alec Burns. 

With the eventual departure of our 
visitor, a quick escape was made to the 
garden where I was quite astonished to 
see and hear a male redpoll songflighting 
over our garden and as far as the play 
area on the far side of the burn. We have 
had at least two redpolls visiting our nijer 
seed feeder regularly up until July but 
visits had desisted, probably because of 
nesting: redpolls are quite late to breed 
(July not being unusual) but I never 
expected to have one displaying over our 
garden. They normally nest in young 
trees and, in my experience, show a 
preference for birches in lightly-wooded 
areas. The redpoll, in fact, continued to 
songflight intermittently throughout the 
rest of the day and over the course of the 
following three days.  

The warmth of the morning sun meant 
that the scent of the three buddleias in 
our garden, now in full flower, hung 
sweetly in the air but seemed to be 
wasted, as hardly a butterfly was to be 
seen. Small tortoiseshells seem to have 
had a poor year and should have been 
swarming over the buddleias that 
morning but only one red admiral was 
discovered later on, and then only for a 
few seconds before it flew off. Buddleias 
have come into flower much later than 
usual this year but, without many 
butterflies around, their nectar has been 
appreciated mainly by large and small 
whites. 

Eventually, I managed to find time to 
mow some grass, attend to the compost 
heaps and mix some potting compost for 
use in the greenhouse. While the work 
progressed into the afternoon, I was 
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Hedgeley and Branton Lakes 

SAND AND GRAVEL HAVE been quarried on the Hedgeley Estate since the 1920s. While 
the purpose of the extraction has been commercial, the restoration of the land and 
gravel pits has given an opportunity to create a wide variety of habitats attracting a 
wide range of bird species and other wildlife.  

At Hedgeley, two lakes have been finished and a third will be so at the end of the year. 
The East Lake (furthest from the A697) was the first to be completed. It is relatively 
shallow and attracts dabbling ducks (mallard, teal, gadwall, wigeon, shoveller), little 
grebes and a variety of waders such as oystercatcher, common sandpiper, ringed 

East Lake at Hedgeley Lakes  

surprised by a fleeting visit from a 
spotted flycatcher in the trees at the 
bottom of the garden. This was probably 
to be my last inland sighting of this 
species this year, as they will now be 
migrating south, and so it was quite a 
nice little bonus. 

Later that day I had another reminder of 
the turning of the year while I applied 
water to plants in our garden. A very faint 
and distant tui-tui call came to me in the 
still evening air. I recognised it 
immediately as the call of a greenshank 
which visits the Breamish on both its 
spring and late summer migrations. A 
northern species, it appears in August in 
our area, as they return southwards from 
their breeding grounds, stopping off to 

rest and feed by the river and, more 
recently, the lakes. I waited and was 
delighted to hear another double call as 
the bird, still some distance away, came 
slightly closer. A third and a fourth call 
came, each one seeming to bring the bird 
even closer to our garden. The dense 
foliage of the trees surmounting the 
former railway embankment beyond the 
bottom of our garden hid the bird from 
my view, although in reality it was 
probably just moving up the river valley 
to a new feeding area. However, the 
clarity of the call and the wildness that it 
suggests caused me to reflect on how 
closely we live to nature within the 
Breamish valley, that mid-August 
evening. 

 Hugh Tindle 
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plover, snipe, curlew and redshank. We have recently installed a sluice which enables us 
to raise the water level by over one metre in the autumn and then drop it in spring to 
attract migrating waders to feed in the muddy margins. The recently remodelled island 
is designed to attract breeding waders such as little ringed plover and lapwings.  

The West Lake is much deeper and attracts diving ducks such as goosander, tufted duck, 
goldeneye and pochard. At the end of the project there will be five lakes in total, along 
with reed beds and marshy areas. Some areas will flood further during the winter 
months and some will be managed for wintering wildfowl by use of extensive grazing by 
our herds of Galloway cattle and hill sheep. There will be a network of connecting 
footpaths to enable the public to view the sites. 

 

In 2015 our family charitable trust bought the Branton restored gravel pits from CEMEX, 
an international aggregate company. The purpose of the purchase was to protect the 
site from future commercial development and to maintain its designation as a Nature 
Conservation Area. It is intended to manage both the Branton and the Hedgeley sites in 
conjunction. To date, 169 species of birds, 14 of mammals, 5 of reptiles and amphibians, 
over 80 of butterflies and moths and 7 of dragonflies and damselflies have been 
recorded. Some of the species are uncommon but some are both locally and nationally 
rare.  

We hope the project will be visited and enjoyed by both the local community and 
visitors alike.  

Further information 

If you would like a lists of species that have been recorded and those that you are likely 
to see, please contact the Hedgeley Estate office by email on 
livestock@hedgeleyfarms.com  

In due course we may send an occasional newsletter to those who have registered an 
interest. 

 John Carr-Ellison 

Third lake under construction at Hedgeley  
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After much discussion, the 
Breamish Hall Committee decided 
on the appropriate sanction for 
anyone scuffing their new floor! 

Robbie 

 

 aspin6@btopenworld.com 

Celebrating Northumberland’s 
Breamish Valley and its people 
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Recipes for success 

BLACKBERRY PICKING MAKES A fun family 
occasion. Hunt out brambles near you, away from 
busy main roads: car fumes do nothing to 
enhance a blackberry’s flavour. Take a container, 
a stick for hooking hard-to-reach branches, and 
some wipes for removing the blackberry stains 
from your fingers (and around little ones’ 
mouths), and get picking. When I was young I 
seem to remember I ate more than ever found 
their way home!  

Blackberries should be kept cool and dry, and eaten within a couple of days. To 
preserve, make pots of blackberry jam and jelly, or make blackberry wine. The berries 
also freeze well – great for rustling up a blackberry and apple pie or crumble over the 
winter. Spread unwashed berries in a single layer on a tray and freeze until solid before 
transferring to air-tight bags or containers. 

They are best picked in Aug-Sep. Legend has it that on 10 October the Devil urinates on 

any unpicked blackberries, making them unfit to eat. Not a pleasant prospect! 

For the filling 

1.3kg cooking apples 

1tsp cornflour 

230g caster sugar 

½ teaspoon cinnamon 

280g blackberries 

For the crumble 

340g plain flour 

230g butter 

110g porridge oats 

110g caster sugar 

2tbs Demerara sugar 

½ teaspoon ground nutmeg 

Pinch of salt 

Blackberry crumble 

• Sift the flour, nutmeg and salt in a large bowl, cut 
the butter into small cubes and rub into the flour 
with your fingertips until the mixture resembles 
fine bread crumbs. Stir in the oats and sugar. 

• Preheat the oven to 190°C/375°F/Gas 5 

• Peel and core the apples, and cut into chunks. Place 
in a bowl with the blackberries. Combine the sugar, 
cinnamon and cornflour, mix with the fruit.  

• Place the fruit mix in an ovenproof dish, scattering 
the crumble over the fruit, then sprinkle with the 
Demerara sugar. 

• Place on a baking sheet and cook until the crumble 
is golden brown. 
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 May Wilson 

In the depths of winter, it’s 

comforting to open a jar of 

blackberry jam and smother 

it over a slice of buttered 

bread. The jam tastes all the 

better because you know the 

only thing you’ve spent is 

your time. 

1.25kg blackberries 

Finely grated zest and juice of 4 large limes or 3 lemons 

1.25kg jam sugar (with added pectin) 

You will also need a sugar thermometer 

Blackberry jam 

• Put the berries, lime/lemon zest and juice into a large stainless steel pan and cook 
over a low heat, stirring now and then, until the berries are soft and plenty of juice 
has been released. Press gently with a potato masher to release even more juice 
and break up some of the fruit, but don’t reduce all the berries to pulp.  

• Add the sugar, and then stir for about 10 minutes until the sugar dissolves. This is 
important to prevent the jam from crystallising during storage. Increase the heat, 
and then boil steadily for 7 minutes until setting point is reached (105°C).  

• Remove the pan from the heat; skim any scum off the surface, then leave for 5 
minutes for the fruit to settle down into the syrup. Stir well, pour the hot jam into 
warm sterilised jars, and then immediately cover with waxed discs and lids. Label, 
then store in a cool, dark place. 
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Warm up North has been awarded government funding from the Department of 
Energy and Climate Change to install FREE central heating systems into qualifying 
properties. To qualify you must meet the following criteria: 

1.      You are a home owner or have a private landlord if you rent. AND... 

2.      Your household has a gross total income of less than £26,000 including any 
benefits. (You may still benefit if you receive certain income-related benefits.) 
AND ONE OF THE FOLLOWING... 

3.i)   Your home does not have, and never has had a central heating system. (If you have 
electric storage heaters, electric room heaters, solid fuel fires and single gas fires 
you may qualify as they DO NOT count as central heating systems.) 

3.ii)  The main method of heating your home is the use of solid fuels and you only have 
a partial, solid fuel fired, central heating system. (By ‘partial’ we mean that one or 
more of your habitable rooms is not connected to the home’s main heating 
system.) 

3.iii) Your home uses electric storage heaters. AND... 

4.      The installation of a new central heating system must improve the energy rating of 
your home. This will be determined by the surveyor at the assessment stage, you 
don’t need to do anything about this. 

Call today: If you (or someone you know) qualify please phone 0800 294 8073 or see 
www.warmupnorth.com/chf.  

Information leaflet: www.breamishvalley.com/free-central-heating-system/ 
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