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How we got here 

ON A SUNNY AFTERNOON in May 2016, 
Mrs Eileen Taylor and her family visited 
Bolton to view the commemorative 
bench which has been erected at the 
crossroads just outside the village in 
recognition of John’s dedicated work for 
the local community.  

It is just over two years since John died. 
He is a great loss to the district, as he did 
so much for the area, having represented 
our concerns as a County Councillor for 
many years. He was known personally 
by so many individuals within our parish. 

Laurence Goodfellow wanted to provide 
a memorial to John to show his 
appreciation of the work that John 
carried out for the benefit of Bolton. He 
decided that a bench seat by the 

crossroads would be a fitting tribute. 
Laurence managed the project with the 
benefit of generous grants from Cheviot 
Views newsletter and Hedgeley Parish 
Council. 

The high-quality teak bench, constructed 
by prisoners, is made from sustainable 
wood and all the joints are dowelled.  

 

 

The John Taylor Memorial Bench 
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 Jen Armstrong 

The bench is already in regular 
use by locals and, hopefully, will 
be so for a long time.  

We are pleased to offer this 
tribute in memory of a great 
Northumbrian gentleman who 
was respected by so many. 

[Left: Eileen Taylor with daughters 
Emma and Sally, and granddaughters 
Erin and Chloe] 

In aid of FISTULA HOSPITAL IN ADDIS ABABA  

Can’t wait to get rid of things you’ve sorted? We’re eagerly looking forward to receiving 
them at the URC Hall in Glanton (on the same road as the Memorial Hall, Glanton).  

Charity Shop in Wooler 

drop off days 

Thur  7 July            4 pm – 7 pm 

Wed  13 July       10 am – 12.30 pm 

Wed  27 July       12 noon – 4.00 pm 

preview and buy days 

Sat 23 July       10 am – 12.30 pm 

We can sell ALMOST anything if it is in a good, saleable condition and, where applicable 
(e.g. electrics), in working condition. Items such as clothes, household goods, bric-a 
brac, toys, tools, sports equipment, children’s things and books are welcome. Also, 
small items of furniture. No videos please, but old vinyl records do sell.  

Volunteers: Helpers needed for preparations in URC Hall or in the shop. No experience 
necessary. All are welcome! 

All queries to Beryl and John Parr on 01665 574385 (we can collect if necessary).  

 John Parr 

CONTACT THE EDITOR 
Graham Williamson, 3 Crawley Dene, Powburn NE66 4HA  
Tel: 07969 133201 
Email: graham@breamishvalley.com 
Cheviot Views is produced quarterly. Back copies from www.breamishvalley.com 
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Recipes for success 

STRAWBERRY SHORTCAKE  

This dessert is both delicious and indulgent; yet 

it’s very simple to make. The shortbread base can 

be made in advance which means it’s the perfect 

dessert for a summer dinner party. And, let’s face 

it, who doesn’t love buttery shortbread, sweet 

strawberries and lashings of cream? 

For the shortbread base 

340g (12oz) plain flour 

340g (12oz) unsalted butter, softened 

115g (4oz) caster sugar 

115g (4oz) cornflour  

To decorate 

1 punnet of fresh strawberries 

240ml double cream 

2.5ml vanilla extract 

1tsp icing sugar  

Ingredients 

Preheat the oven to 130oC (approx. Gas Mark 1). 

1. Put all the ingredients for the shortbread into a large mixing bowl and mix with an 
electric mixer until a soft dough has formed. Wrap the dough in cling film and chill 
for 30 mins. Flour your bench then roll out the dough to approximately 1cm thick 
and cut into squares or rounds. Place onto a lined baking tray, leaving room for the 
biscuits to spread. 

2. Cook for 20-25 mins or until firm to the touch.  

3. Lift the biscuits out of the oven and sprinkle with caster sugar, and leave to cool 
completely.  

4. Just before serving, whip up the double cream with the icing sugar and vanilla 
extract and place into a piping bag.  

5. Cut up the strawberries and assemble the dessert by layering first the shortcake 
then the cream, and then strawberries. Repeat with a second layer and then finish 
with more cream and more strawberries, as you wish. 

Method 

 May Wilson 
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Local walks: Cragside Estate 



 5 

 

CRAGSIDE IS A NATIONAL TRUST property on the outskirts of Rothbury, with much more 
than the house to explore. 

The estate is 1000 acres of wooded hillsides, formal gardens, rock garden streams and 
lakes. A six-mile estate drive winds around the property, taking you to all the major 
locations. What is little known, however, is that there are 40 miles of footpaths and 
trails to explore. All of these are looked after by a team of volunteers who are out there 
in all weathers to make sure all the paths are accessible. Recently the paths were 
upgraded with new waymarkers and the walks designated with various colours. The 
grounds are free to enter for National Trust members, otherwise a charge is made. 

 Robbie Burn 

WALK 

Turquoise 

Peach 

Yellow 

Lime 

Maroon 

Brown 

Purple 

Olive 

Magenta 

TIME 

70 min 

15 min 

30 min 

35 min 

25 min 

35 min 

25 min 

25 min 

60 min 

GRADE 

challenging 

easy 

moderate 

challenging 

moderate 

moderate 

moderate 

moderate 

moderate 

FRIENDS OF WHITTINGHAM BURIAL GROUND is a charity that was established in 1990 
for the ‘repair, maintenance, restoration, improvement and management generally of 
the grave yard’. The work that is done is funded from donations by the Parish Councils 
of Whittingham and Glanton, St. Mary’s RC Church, St. Andrew’s URC and from 
individuals whose relatives and loved ones are buried in the church yard.  

Over the coming year we are hoping to document all the grave stones, the earliest of 
which date from the 1790s. We are looking for individuals who are prepared to give up 
a day of their time to help record the details of the stones. If we have enough people 
interested we have the opportunity of holding a workshop organised by the charity 
Caring for God’s Acre, and run by John Tierney of Historic Graves: this would be free of 
charge.  

If you are interested in documenting the grave stones or would like to make a donation 
to the charity, please contact:  

Cath Coultas (email) cathcoultas@me.com (tel) 01665 578351 

Documenting our past 
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Plantastic 

One thing about monocots is that they 
rarely produce woody tissue. So if we 
ignore some of the big alien monocots in 
gardens, like agave, or cordyline or yucca, 
plus the palm family, it is a matter of 
some importance when you come across 
a British native woody monocot. 

If you drive up the minor road between 
Old Bewick Bridge and East Lilburn Farm 
there is a small patch of woodland on 
your right that merits a look. Almost by 
the roadside is a rather unprepossessing 
clump of Butcher’s-broom (Ruscus 
aculeatus).  

 

A clump of Butcher's-broom 

It really is a most peculiar plant. First, 
watch your fingers because the ends of 
the dark green ‘leaves’ are very spiny. 
Second, be aware that the things that 
look like leaves are actually flattened 
stems. Third, on the upper surface of 
each of these leaf-like structures (strictly 
called cladodes) is a small flower. 

If the plant you are looking at is male, 
because in this species male and female 
plants are separate, then all you will see 
of the flower is a small area on the 
otherwise green surface – almost like a 
mini bird-dropping.  

 

The cladodes with flowers 

However, if you have a female plant then 
there’s a fair chance that the flower will 
develop into a brilliant red spherical fruit 
whose size seems out of all proportion to 
the cladode it is growing from. I have to 
admit that I’ve never seen a female plant 
in fruit, so I have to rely on photographs. 

 

The outsize fruit 

IF YOU ARE A BOTANIST or a gardener you may know the term ‘monocotyledon’ (or 
‘monocot’). Most of the monocot plants have long thin leaves with parallel veins. So all 
the grasses, sedges and rushes are monocots, as are daffodils, bluebells and irises. 
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 Richard Poppleton 

Although Butcher’s-broom is a British 
native, this is only true of those in south 
England. All plants you might find in 
Northumberland are planted here. They 
are not common but they are recorded 
from Doxford, Howick, Roddam and the 
Alnwick area, as well as this plant at East 
Lilburn. As the plants are spiny they have 
sometimes been planted as boundary 
shrubs, although never as full hedges. 

In the distant past the hard spiny foliage 
was gathered together into a broom and 
used by butchers to scour their chopping 
blocks – hence the name. 

If you don’t know this plant it is worth 
having a little trip out to East Lilburn to 
find it. 
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The night sky (Summer 2016) 

Take a look at the Sky Chart above, supplied by Adrian Jannetta of NASTRO. The horizon 
is around the edge with North, South, East and West marked. If you’re looking south 
use it the right way up. If you’re looking north, turn it upside down. It shows where the 
stars are at 1am on 1 June, 11pm on 1 July and 9pm on 1 August. They will look slightly 
different at different times but you should still be able to spot them. 

If you compare it with the Spring Sky Chart (last issue, No. 25) you will notice everything 
has moved around and the constellation of Leo, which was high up to the South, is now 

SUMMER’S HERE AND THE SKY barely gets dark enough to do much stargazing. Many 
astronomers dislike this time of year but there is still plenty to see. 

North 

South 
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setting in the West. Fairly high up in the 
Southwest is the bright star Arcturus in 
the constellation of Boötes, the 
herdsman. Arcturus, which has a distinct 
orange hue, is the second brightest star 
visible from here, Sirius being the 
brightest. 

Just up and to the left of Arcturus is a 
little circlet of stars. This is the 
constellation of Corona Borealis, the 
Northern crown. About the same 
distance further across is the faint 
constellation of Hercules. The star chart 
shows a little circle with a cross in it 
marked ‘M13’. You may need to use 
binoculars or a small telescope to see it. 
This is a globular cluster - a huge satellite 
galaxy just beyond our own Milky Way 
galaxy, containing about 300,000 stars. 

Continue across the sky and you come to 
another bright blue-white star. This is 
Vega in the constellation of Lyra, the 
Lyre. Vega is the next brightest star after 
Arcturus and is a close neighbour of the 
Sun at only 25 light years away. How far 
is a light year? Well, light travels at 
186,000 miles in a second. A light year is 
how far light travels in a year. I’ll let you 
do the sums! 

Stars appear different colours because 
they are at different temperatures. Blue 
stars are hottest; red ones are coolest. 
Vega is hotter, while Arcturus is cooler. 
Our yellow Sun is somewhere in the 
middle of the temperature range. Vega is 
one of three stars which make up the 
‘Summer Triangle’, the other two being 
Altair in Aquila, the Eagle and Deneb in 
Cygnus, the Swan.  

Continue across the sky to the area 
around Deneb. Can you see a faint band 
of light? This is the Milky Way, our own 

galaxy. Take a look along it through 
binoculars and you will see it consists of 
thousands and thousands of stars. 

What about planets? Well, some are 
visible right now but they are all low 
down at this time of year. Jupiter, which 
was on display through the Spring, is now 
disappearing in the West. Mars and 
Saturn are low down in the South. Mars, 
‘the red planet’, actually does appear red 
and Saturn is a yellow colour. 

Do you want to see a shooting star? The 
Perseid meteor shower peaks around 9th
-14th August. Just look up after dark and 
wait a few minutes and you will probably 
see a meteor - a tiny fragment of space 
dust burning up as it enters the 
atmosphere at about 45,000 mph. 

Where’s Tim? Tim Peake’s mission to the 
International Space Station is over but 
the ISS is still there. Check out 
www.heavens-above.com for the timings 
then look West for a bright ‘star’ moving 
steadily eastwards. 

Where can I learn more? Just pop along 
to a meeting of Northumberland 
Astronomical Society (NASTRO). Visit 
www.astro.org.uk for more details. 

Globular Cluster M13 

 Peter Slater 
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CHAIRMAN RICHARD GEE HOSTED a lively Wine Tasting Evening on 6 May 2016. A 
selection of white, rosé and red wines were available. Richard very sensibly allowed us 
plenty of time between the tasting sessions to discuss the wines and sample the cheese 
and biscuits. The result was a most enjoyable, lively evening with plenty of conversation 
and lots of laughter. 

Upcoming events 

Quiz Night: Friday 15 July 2016    

Ceilidh: Saturday 17 September 2016 

Regular events 

Sequence Dancing: every 2nd Saturday, 8-11pm , with Pat & John Herriman  

Keep Fit: Wednesday, 10-11am, with Sylvia Gee  

Further Information 

Benita Robson 01665 574043; Pat Herriman: 01665 574623; Richard Gee: 01665 574236 

Bolton Village Hall (NE66 2EE)   Benita Robson 

May 2016: Annual General Meeting was held. The President welcomed 15 members, 1 
guest and 2 WI Advisers to the meeting. May Wilson was elected President, Doreen 
Burn as Minute Secretary, Terry Stanners as Secretary, Noreen Birnie as Treasurer. Caz 
Cole agreed to be the Breamish Hall representative. It was agreed that Mary Wealleans 
would continue as our Independent Examiner. One of the visiting Advisers gave a talk 
on various resolutions the WI had supported over its lifetime. She then spoke to 
members about the two resolutions going to the AGM in June: (1) Appropriate Care in 
hospitals for people with dementia and, (2) Avoid Food Waste, to address food poverty. 
Presentation of the competition cups:  

1st with 16 points Terry Stanners  

2nd with 10 points Noreen Birnie  

3rd with 7 points Doreen Burn  

June 2016: Bill Hicks and Jill Scott gave an interesting and amusing talk on the Sunday 
Post, Scotland’s favourite family newspaper since 1914. This was a mix of news and 
human interest stories. Competition ‘4 lines of verse’ was won by Terry Stanners, Thea 
Lyst 2nd and Noreen Birnie 3rd. 

Next meeting: Tuesday 12 July 2016, 7pm in Breamish Hall, Powburn. 

Cath Ingledew will be giving an update on the defibrillator.  

Anyone wishing to come along is welcome! 

Future Activities: In the coming months we will be entering a team for the Darts 
Competition, having an outing to the Theatre Royal to see West Side Story, and making 
Bra Hanging Baskets!!  

Hedgeley Women’s Institute  May Wilson 
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JUST A YEAR AFTER she started, May Wilson has successfully raised the full amount to 
replace the floors in the small hall and the kitchen. Since the last issue of Cheviot Views 
in March 2016, further donations have been received: James Knott Trust £2K, Bernard 
Sudley Charitable Foundation £2K, Community Chest £2,380, Catherine Cookson Trust 
£4K, Breamish Hall Funds £1K. This gives us a total of £26,880 raised. We have 
approached the builders Arkle & Sons (see p.19) who have given us an estimated start 
date of 18 July 2016. Therefore, there will be some disruption to the running of the Hall. 
We will keep this to a minimum and hope you will bear with us during this time. We will 
keep regular users informed of the programme of works. 

Due to lack of use, the books from the ‘Library’ have been donated to Beryl Parr, in 
Whittingham, for sale to help the Fistula Hospital in Ethiopia (see p.2). The bookcases 
have been donated to Hedgeley Antique Centre (see p.13). We will use the area to store 
equipment while the new floor is built, eventually converting it into a meeting room. 

Warm Hubs Project 

Community Action Northumberland (CAN) is managing a new initiative called Warm 
Hubs. It focuses on village halls/community buildings across the county that offer 
people in rural areas a warm and friendly environment, a warm meal or healthy snack, 
and direct users to helpful services (e.g. NHS, AGE UK, County Council, CAB). Breamish 
Hall has been accepted as a Warm Hub and has agreed to hold two events per year. 
Once we have these organised we will let you know. 

Finally, just a reminder that the HAPPY CATS are playing at the Hall on Saturday 25 June 
2016. If you haven’t already got your tickets, please hurry as they are going fast!! 
Tickets from May Wilson on 01665 578576. 

Village Halls Project 

Avril Meakin of the Howick Heritage 
Group is planning to produce a book 
about traditional village halls of North 
Northumberland. This is to celebrate the 
diversity of the buildings and the part 
they have played in village life down the 
years. The Group hopes to produce a 
book of 20-30 chapters, each comprising 
4-7 pages of between 400-800 words, 
and a large number of pictures with 
captions. Breamish Hall is keen to participate in the project. There will be a meeting in 
July 2016 to discuss details. 

We are, therefore, seeking old photos, newspaper cuttings, stories and recollections of 
the Breamish Hall over the years. If anyone has any items/information they could 
share, with a view to them being included in the book, please contact May Wilson on 
01665 578576. 

Breamish Hall, Powburn (NE66 4HT)  Doreen Burn 

Old Co-op at site of current Breamish Hall 
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 aspin6@btopenworld.com 

"Lads...this isn't quite what I had in mind!" 

Robbie 
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Regular services ensure safe use of your 

boiler, improve its efficiency, hence 

reduce your fuel bill. If you would like 

your boiler serviced and keep warm in 

the winter, please contact: 

Coquetdale Boiler Services 

Oil Fired Boilers Serviced & Repaired 

Oil Tanks Supplied and Fitted 
 

Tel: 01669620716 
Mob: 07970808056 

Email: michaelrickaby@yahoo.co.uk 
 
 
   OFTEC Reg. No. 27118 

 

 

HEDGELEY ANTIQUE CENTRE 

 
Hedgeley Services, Powburn NE66 4HU 

Open 7 days a week: 
10am to 5pm (Apr-Oct) 

10am to 4pm (Nov-Mar) 

Antiques • Pine and painted furniture • 

Vintage & Retro • China & Linens • 

Jewellery • Field Sports • Fishing & 

Militaria • Collectables & Gifts 

01665 578142 
hedgeleyantiquecentre@gmail.com 
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Low Hedgeley Quarry 

NORTH EAST CONCRETE has been 
operating at Low Hedgeley Quarry since 
October 2012. 

Dixon Snaith is our Quarry Manager with 
vast experience in sand and gravel 
extraction and has mainly worked in the 
Northumberland area. All our quarry staff 
live in the local area. 

Low Hedgeley is a sand and gravel quarry. 
The mineral that is extracted (also known 
as ballast) is a mixture of stone, sand and 
silts. To expose the mineral for 
extraction, first we have to strip the land 
of top soil and sub soil. This is stored on 
site to be used for restoration of the land 
after mineral extraction. 

Stripping the land and restoring involves 
the use of heavy plant, including 
excavators, dumper trucks, earth 
scrapers and bulldozers. Once the 
mineral has been extracted, sub soil and 
top soil are spread over the extraction 
area to be returned to agricultural land. 
This is how we implement the 
Restoration Plan; which has to be in place 

as part of the planning process. 

We can only move soils at certain months 
of the year (between April-October). This 
can be a challenge, as we also need dry 
conditions to do this. The good old 
English weather can be against us 
throughout the year. We also have to 
plan ahead for static and mobile plant 
maintenance. As most quarries tend to 
be in rural areas, we keep a stock of parts 
to keep the plant running and keep any 
downtime to a minimum.  

The quarry is worked in phases (or 
‘areas’) to enable extraction and 
restoration to follow on from each other. 
The mineral is transported by dump truck 
to the on-site process plant where the 
material is crushed, screened and 
washed. The products we produce are 10
-20mm gravel and sand which are mainly 
used in the production of ready-mixed 
concrete. Concrete is a widely used heavy 
building material: for building new 
schools, hospitals, roads, bridges, 
housing, water treatment works, leisure 

Heavy plant for soil stripping and restoration  
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 Shaun Carey (Business Development Manager) 

projects and many other uses that 
improve the built environment.  

Caistron Quarry (nr. Rothbury), one of 
our previously worked sites which has 
been restored and is now in aftercare, is 
a fine example of what can be achieved 
returning a site back to nature. Caistron 
was a wet dig site where we created 
lakes after mineral extraction. Part of the 
site is now being used for trout fishing. In 
May 2016, we started constructing two 
bird hides near the wetland area. 

There are many challenges operating a 
quarry. However, our company ensures 
staff have the training, skills, experience 
and knowledge to operate safely and 
protect the environment for future 
generations. 

Low Hedgeley: restored area in foreground 
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Our ancient heritage 
In 2002, I contacted the County Archaeologist’s Department to see what information 
they held about archaeological sites near our home at Titlington Mount. In those days 
we were still struggling with dial-up internet and it would have taken days to download 
the 88 pages of information they had, so they kindly printed it out for me and posted it. 
Within the documents was an adapted Ordnance Survey map. As I do not have a licence 
to reprint such maps, I have made a sketch that shows the marked locations. 



 17 

 

Some of the sites are places where 
someone has found and reported a 
chance find – for example, a flint spear 
head – but many relate to actual 
structures and remains to be found on 
the ground if you search for them. The 
seven main areas of interest are: 

1. Ringses Fort on the Eglingham side of 
Beanley Moor 

2. Tilington Pike 

3. Titlington Mount 

4. Hunterheugh Crags between 
Titlington Mount and Kimmer Lough 

5. Titlington 

6. Jenny’s Lantern Hill 

7. Bolton 

One of the fascinating aspects of the 
written reports for each site is that they 
list, in chronological order, the reports 
from the various people and 
organisations that have studied the site. 
So the earlier reports may well be 
contradicted by later ones. A good, brief 
example is for a site on the moor to the 
east of Titlington Pike. The first report 
from 1924 says: 

“About ¼ mile to the west of Titlington 
North Camp are some stones in a circular 
position.” 

The 1955 survey report, however, says: 

“The area concerned is moorland with 
much rock outcrop. None of the rocks 
appear to have been artificially ‘erected’ 
and there is no trace of any circular 
formation”. 

So there!! 

Readers will detect from the tone and 
lack of detail in this article that I am no 
archaeologist nor historian, but a glance 
at the map will show just how rich an 

archaeological heritage exists in our 
immediate vicinity and over what a long 
period humans have used the land here.  

Cup and ring marked rocks  

 

These are taken as clear evidence of 
Neolithic (c. 4000 – 2000 BCE) human 
activity, although some authorities tend 
to call them Bronze Age (c. 2000 - 800 
BCE) artefacts. No-one really knows what 
their significance was. Were they related 
to pre-Christian religion? Were they 
Stone Age art (they are often referred to 
as Rock Art)? Were they, as Dr Clive 
Waddington from Newcastle University 
theorised in 1996, territorial markers by 
which farmers marked the edges of their 
summer grazing areas? Or were bored 
shepherds playing a Neolithic form of 
noughts and crosses? 

They were created by using pieces of 
harder stone as chisels to chip out the 
slightly softer sandstone. Sometimes, 
when these cup and ring patterns have 
been freshly revealed from underneath 
protective layers of turf, you can clearly 
see the ‘peck marks’ where each strike of 
the chisel has removed a small piece of 
the carved rock. The best cup and ring 
slab I have seen in our parish is the one 
at Hunterheugh Crags, from which the 
accompanying photographs are taken.  
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There is also a good one on Beanley 
Moor, where what looks like a grave slab 
has been well carved. The location of this 
is a closely kept secret because the piece 
of rock is small enough to be taken away 
by some unscrupulous souvenir hunter. 

Burnt mounds These are often dated to 
the Bronze Age. It is assumed that they 
are places where small groups regularly 
camped. The fires could then either have 
been for cooking or perhaps these were 
places where metals were heated to 
create bronze. Copper and tin are the 
usual ingredients and bronze is much 
harder than either of its constituents. 
Finding burnt mounds is hard because 
they are almost always buried under 
upper levels of soil or peat. On the other 
hand, if you do find one it is possible to 
date it from the remains of the wood 
used as fuel, which can be aged from the 
proportion of radioactive Carbon 14 it 
contains. You cannot do that with cup 
and ring marks as there is no organic 
material associated with the carvings. 

When we first came to live at Titlington 
Mount a burnt mound site had just been 
discovered only about 400m from our 
house and local archaeologists were 
excited by the find. I personally found it 
rather underwhelming, probably because 
my imagination would not stretch to 

visualising a Bronze Age family choosing 
to occupy a very unprepossessing bit of 
scrubby ground by a modern farm track. 

Romano-British camps & settlements 
There is something quite romantic-
sounding about the term Romano-British. 
It immediately brings to mind story-book 
images of rather noble-looking Roman 
troops and hairy, wild-looking British 
natives. Then if you use the word ‘camp’ 
it always suggests something military and 
defensive. In practice, Romano-British 
merely refers to that period between the 
Roman invasion and the start of the 
medieval age (c. 50 BCE - 411 CE). The 
latter date is quite precise because that is 
when the Romans withdrew from Britain. 

Frequently, places that show signs of 
walls, huts, enclosures and other stone-
built structures are hard to date. Often 
this is because they have had continuous 
use for many hundreds of years. So, an 
original Iron Age defended farmstead 
may later have been appropriated for use 
in the Roman age and hut circles (the 
remains of dwellings) may have been 
built and then fallen into disuse within 
the same area as the earlier structures. 
Later still the site may have been 
developed as a medieval farm. 

On the Titlingon Moors at Hunterheugh 
Crags is an area that we colloquially refer 
to as ‘the Roman Camp’. In practice, the 
remains of many of the old walls may 
have been stock enclosures rather than 
the outer defences of a Roman 
encampment, and different parts of the 
site are likely to be of various ages. But it 
is nice to stand in the middle of the 
‘camp’ and speculate about its past 
inhabitants. 
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Medieval farming The early part of the 
medieval period, which ran from 411 - 
1500 CE, has a deeply uncertain history in 
Northumberland. In the 7th and 8th 
centuries the growth in power of the 
monasteries brought some organisation 
and prosperity but, before that, it may be 
that the rather inaccurate and pejorative 
term ‘Dark Ages’ was actually 
appropriate. Then in the 11th century the 
Norman Invasion brought a different kind 
of control and order to the population, 
and significant sections of the 
countryside came under the rule of 
Norman knights. For example, the De 
Umfraville family came to own large 
tracts of Upper Coquetdale. Quite what 
they had done to deserve lands like this 
rather than similar acreages in leafy 
Surrey or Berkshire is not clear. The 
feudal system they operated may have 
brought some riches to the landowners 
from the sheep and cattle they ran on 
their holdings, but it is unlikely to have 
done much to benefit peasants. 

Then in the late 1200s came the Border 
Wars. Such was the chaos they caused 
that, when Henry VIII dissolved the 
monasteries and carried out a census of 

the value of all the lands under his 
control, large swathes of 
Northumberland were declared to be ‘of 
no value’. In other words, they produced 
no wealth of any sort and so could not be 
held liable for any taxes. 

However, by the late Medieval period 
there must have been farms operating 
even in North Northumberland. There is 
clear evidence of significant local farms at 
Titlington and at Abberwick. We also 
have the well-documented Leper 
Hospital at Bolton. This had its own 
chapel in what was known as the Guard’s 
Field behind the separate Bolton Chapel 
which served the needs of the village and 
surrounding settlements. 

Post-medieval building Much later 
there was the period of major house 
building in the 18th and 19th centuries. 
Many local houses and farms have 
features, if not whole buildings, that are 
now protected by Listed Building status. 
Sometimes, as at Titlington Mount and 
East Bolton, the parts that are protected 
are quite limited and may be confined to 
things like dovecotes and sections of 
wall. 

 Richard Poppleton 
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