
In memoriam: Sir Ralph Carr-Ellison 
SIR RALPH CARR-ELLISON died at the age 
of 88 in August 2014. We knew him as 
the head of the family which owns and 
runs the Hedgeley Estate, although in 
recent years the practical aspects of 
estate management have fallen to his 
son, Major John Carr-Ellison. However, 
Sir Ralph’s activities and influence have 
ranged much more widely than our small 
corner of North Northumberland. 

A family historian described Sir Ralph as 
“a mixture of the traditionalist and the 
progressive, the aristocrat and the 
democrat; an Old Etonian with his feet 
firmly set in his native North East.” His 
very full life encompassed a range of 
business ventures and projects, as well as 
military service, public duties, local 
politics, land husbandry and fox-hunting. 

Ralph Harry Carr-Ellison was born on 8 

December 1925 at Hedgeley Hall. After 
school at Eton, he was commissioned 
into the army in 1944: first with the 1st 
Royal Dragoons and then with the Royal 
Gloucestershire Hussars. He saw service 
in Austria with the Hussars and then, 
returning to the Dragoons, served in 
Germany as a captain until 1949. After 
returning to civilian life, he spent the 
next 40 years in leading roles with the 
Territorial Army and Volunteer Reserve in 
the North East. 

At the same time, in the 1950s and 60s, 
he brought his business acumen to bear 
on the mercantile aspects of the family 
estate; including the management of the 
properties owned by the family south of 
the Tyne at Hebburn and Dunston, and 
other ventures in the motor trade, 
agricultural machinery and insurance 
broking. 

As a leading businessman, and with his 
military background, he was gradually 
inevitably drawn into a more public role. 
He became a director of the Newcastle 
and Gateshead Water Company in 1964 
and then the first chairman of 
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Northumbrian Water from 1973. In that 
role it fell to him to oversee the 
construction of Kielder Water and he had 
to deal with the opposition of many 
neighbouring landowners. In 1979 he was 
visiting tunnelling works when a boring 
machine broke through a wall in front of 
him and he was seriously injured by the 
rock and earth that came down. He spent 
two months in hospital but he recovered 
to see the successful completion of the 
reservoir in 1981 and the opening of its 
hydroelectric plant the following year. 

Meanwhile he had been asked, in 1966, 
to be a director of Tyne Tees Television. 
The commercial broadcaster had its ups 
and downs, particularly in its relationship 
with Yorkshire Television with whom it 
merged in 1970. From 1974 until 1997, 
when it was bought by Granada, he was 
the Tyne Tees chairman. In 1972 Tyne 
Tees made the live music show, The 
Tube. At its inaugural broadcast a noisy 
horde of young fans descended on the 
studios, accompanied by a large group of 
police. The station’s managing director 
feared for his career when Carr-Ellison 
arrived to see how things were going, but 
was relieved to be told, “This is the best 
thing you’ve ever done.” 

Politically, Sir Ralph was heavily involved 
with the Conservative Party, both in the 
local constituency and nationally. At one 
stage it seemed possible that he would 
stand as the candidate for Berwick-upon-
Tweed, although that never happened. It 
was for his services to the Conservative 
Party that he was knighted in 1973. He 
was appointed KCVO (Knight Commander 
of the Royal Victorian Order) in 1999. He 
served terms as high sheriff and vice-Lord 
Lieutenant of Northumberland. He was 

also Lord Lieutenant of Tyne and Wear 
from 1984 to 2000. 

Sir Ralph was chairman of the 
Automobile Association from 1986 to 
1995. His lifelong interest in the scouting 
movement led to him becoming the 
county commissioner and a council 
member of the Scout Association. He 
chaired the development trust of 
Newcastle University and was closely 
involved in the creation, in 1999, of the 
regional development agency, One North 
East. 

Together with his great range of 
commitments, Sir Ralph enjoyed life to 
the full. An enthusiastic rider and 
amateur huntsman, he was joint master 
of the West Percy Foxhounds for 40 
years, although he never rode again after 
his Kielder accident. His last outing from 
home, two weeks before his death, was 
to an event for hunt puppy walkers. 

In 1951 he married Mary Kavanagh after 
a whirlwind courtship taking in the hunt 
balls of Dublin Horse Show week. They 
had three sons and a daughter. Mary 
died in 1996 and in 1998 he married Gay 
Dyer, the widow of his friend Simon Dyer 
who was director general of the AA 
during Sir Ralph’s chairmanship. 
 
[This article is adapted from a longer 

obituary published on 23 Sep 2014 in the 

Daily Telegraph written by John Carr-

Ellison who has kindly permitted us to 

amend the text and provided the 

photograph of his father.] 

 Richard Poppleton 
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On the brightest morn of the brand new year, 
when, a powk o' the heed, a thowt they'd bear 

A took a waak rund me usual lair 
tae see if tha was any snowdrops there. 

 
When that January wind doth bite and chew 

and the blade'll not stop till it's aal the way through, 
I'll praise that dearest hint o' blue 

and await yon firstborn of the dew. 
 

In a certain spot to the edge of that field 
by a rusty hut, 'mangst clarts congealed, 

winter's fire at last is stealed 
and spring's outer layer is slowly peeled. 

 
Aback o' the thaw ye see 'em forst 

when the frost and snaa has done it's worst 
and gives tae let them white buds borst 

a plight to caas them syec a thorst. 
 

So when the sky torns darkest grey, 
and the deed would wake with the violent spray, 

we knar the worst has had its day 
and them young uns is helped alang their way. 

 

Tis theatre like ye'll nivvor see 

in the clivvorest words nee summary 

will match the blackbird declaring' free 

that which will nivvor conquered be. 

Snowdrops 

 James Tait 
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Local food & crafts made by 
Northumbrians 

Warden's Lodge, Ingram NE66 4LT 

Tasty, locally-sourced, homemade 
food, art and products from the 

region’s local talents. 

10am–4pm everyday (Oct-Mar) 
9am–6pm everyday (Apr-Sep) 

01665 578120 
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Out & About 

Breamish Hall, Powburn (NE66 4HT) 

The Breamish Hall has successfully met the standard to achieve Hallmark 1: Charity 
Administration & Management. 

Hallmark is a national quality standard scheme, developed by ACRE (Action for 
Communities in Rural England), specifically designed for village halls. It enables halls to 
demonstrate that they have attained certain standards which not only gives their 
management committees confidence that they are doing things correctly but that 
outsiders (like funders) also see they have obtained a quality benchmark.  

The management committee will now focus on progressing to Hallmark 2: Health, 
Safety, Security & Licences. 

Bolton Village Hall (NE66 2EE)  

COME AND SUPPORT OUR EVENTS. 
Newcomers will be made very 
welcome!  

We would also welcome new 
Committee Members. For further 
information please contact: Benita 
Robson (Secretary) 01665 574043, or 
simply turn up at our next 
Committee Meeting on Tuesday 19 May 2015 at 7.30 pm in Bolton Village Hall. 

The hall is available for hire for parties, meetings and other occasions. For hire charges, 
availability and information on any forthcoming events please contact Pat Herriman on 
01665 574623. 

Pat and John Herriman host a regular dance on the second Saturday each month. They 
focus on ballroom, sequence and other older styles of dance. All are welcome to attend 
this event which runs from 8.00-11.30 pm. Bring your own drinks and pooled supper. 
Tea and coffee are provided in the interval. 

Other regular events include Keep-Fit on Wednesday mornings 10-11 am, as well as 
expressive dancing classes. 

Exciting plans for the future include upgrading our heating system, as well as updating 
existing facilities. 

Please look out for forthcoming events: Gardener's Question Night, Thursday 21 May 
2015; Ceilidh planned for June; Wine Tasting; Harvest Supper. 

Thank-you to all who have supported Bolton Village Hall and our events in the past! 

 Benita Robson 

 May Wilson 
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BREAMISH PARKS USED TO be the home 
of Mr and Mrs Willy Poole and his 
mother, who occupied the house he had 
built in the 1990s on the hill to the south 
west of Powburn. It has been owned, 
lived in and improved since 2005 by John 
and Terry Stanners. 

Terry was born in Wallsend and when she 
was 5 years old her father got the post of 
Bursar at the Netherton Training School 
for Boys, a Borstal that is now called 
Netherton Park Assessment Centre, at 
Stannington. 

Terry eventually got a place at Homerton 
College at Cambridge which at that time 
was affiliated to Cambridge University 
and specialised in teacher training. 
During one vacation, Terry was earning 
money as a barmaid at the Ridley Arms at 
Stannington where she met John. 

John’s dad had a coach building business 
based on Coopies Lane in Morpeth and 
John joined his father in the business 

Of this Parish 
straight from school. Very soon, though, 
John decided he was more interested in 
selling, rather than just being involved in 
the workshop. He wanted to specialise in 
car paints and managed to get himself a 
training place with the German company 
BASF where he learnt about their 
speciality paints. By the age of 18 he had 
persuaded his dad that they should 
change the firm’s direction and 
concentrate on selling these specialist 
paints and ancillaries to the automotive 
repair industry in the region. 

The meeting in the Ridley Arms was 
significant because it resulted in Terry 
deciding not to pursue a career in 
teaching. Instead, she married John and 
started work dealing with the financial 
side of the business at Stanners Signs, as 
it was then called. She worked initially in 
the warehouse but soon took over the 
bookkeeping, VAT and the wages tasks at 
the firm. John’s father died in the 
summer of 1981, passing the business to 
John who was 26. John began looking at 
new car repair technology and, after 
spending time in Sweden with the 
inventor, Stanners Signs brought Infra-
Red Paint Drying Technology to the UK, 
establishing their own training centre. 
This technology is now used mostly in the 
motor repair and refurbishment industry, 
although some factories do use it in the 
new car production process. 

Meanwhile John’s brother, Michael, who 
had also been working with the business, 
branched out into the USA, specialising in 
welding technology. John, a self-admitted 
workaholic, had a heart attack in 1999 
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 Richard Poppleton 

and his brother returned from the US. 
They sold the paint side of the business 
and concentrated on selling equipment 
to the car repair industry, specialising in 
welding technology. 

At this stage they were living in Hepscott, 
just outside Morpeth, but their daughter 
Katherine now lived with her boyfriend in 
Upper Coquetdale. So in 2005 it seemed 
appropriate for them to look for a 
property in North Northumberland. They 
stumbled on Breamish Parks which had 
just been put on the market by Willy 
Poole who wanted to move to France. 
Katherine married her boyfriend Chris 
and they continue to live at their family 
farm at Linbriggs, just up the valley from 
Alwinton. 

Terry and John have done a lot to the 
house internally, in addition to 
converting part of it into a holiday 
cottage – The Granary. At the north end 
of the main house there is a conservatory 
with views to die for looking right up the 
line of the Cheviots, as the photo shows. 

 

They continue to look for developments 
of the house and land. A biomass heating 
system has been installed together with a 
wind turbine. The house came with 60 
acres of land, but Katherine’s husband is 
able to use much of it for sheep grazing. 
A small area is under development as a 

wildlife haven, although all attempts to 
stock the pond with ducks has met with 
failure. Something is eating the ducks! 

A large modern barn houses, amongst 
other things, John’s collection of vintage 
cars. He has a 1954 MGF, which they 
used to drive quite a lot; a 1936 Model Y 
Ford of which very few were produced 
and even fewer survive; and the pride of 
the collection, a 1913 Model T Ford 
which John took to the Powburn Show 
last year. 

In December 2012 a second heart attack 
and acute pancreatitis forced John to 
remove himself entirely from the day-to-
day running of the business, and Terry 
gratefully retired in order to look after 
him. They both keep a watching brief on 
the firm, and John gets involved only 
when needed. Meanwhile their son, John 
Duncan, is also in the business:  a third 
generation of Stanners. 

Katherine has had two daughters at 
Linbriggs and Terry has inevitable 
grandmotherly duties with them. She’s 
also heavily involved with the Powburn 
Show for which she is now Treasurer, 
helped by John who sorts the generators 
and the rest of the electrical systems. She 
has joined the Hedgeley WI and is captain 
of the Glanton Queens Head Ladies Darts 
team...with varied success! 

Terry and John consider themselves lucky 
to have found as friendly a place as 
Powburn to live, particularly given their 
enforced retirement from full time work. 
Neither of them foresees a time when 
they would be wanting to move away. 
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Canon’s comments 
FORTY YEARS AGO IN 1974 at Midnight Mass in the village Church in Bemerton, close to 
Salisbury where I was Training for Ordination, I administered at Holy Communion for 
the very first time. It was to be my last Christmas at Theological College and I had been 
asked to help the local Parish Priest at the Christmas Service. Here at Whittingham in 
2014 I presided at my last Midnight service as a Parish Priest. 

So much has taken place over those forty years: much of it joyful, some of it 
devastating, often humorous, sometimes sad but all of it Godly. The mystery of God 
excites me and especially the willingness of this God to enter into the human condition. 
The good news of Jesus Christ is never about power and control but is all about others 
and their needs in this imperfect world. It is driven by love and the risk that God takes in 
allowing humanity its freedom. As a consequence, the institution that is Church is never 
perfect but I have always believed that I am better serving Jesus inside this organisation 
than pretending that I can do it all by myself. I have served in seven Parishes and two 
Dioceses, been Area Dean of two Deaneries and also held other positions. In most 
situations I have found it easy to love people, not always to like them all, but to take 
seriously their individuality and their circumstances. 

As I approach my retirement from Parish ministry I would wish to thank all those people 

I have met, who have welcomed me into their lives – whether for many years or just for 

a short time – as a Priest of God, a fellow pilgrim on his earthly journey who is seeking 

to serve Jesus in a particular ministry. I will continue to pray for these villages I have 

served in recent years; for the farms that surround them; for the children and staff at 

the local school, and those who have worshipped God with me in our local Churches at 

Whittingham, Glanton, Edlingham and Bolton. I hope that the mystery that I touched in 

that village church some forty years ago was always a part of our time together in 

worship. For it was of God, in Jesus and through his Holy Spirit. And for me that is where 

it begins and ends. God bless you all! 
 Canon Jim Robertson 

EDITOR’S COMMENTS 

On behalf of the Cheviot Views Committee, I should like to thank Jim for all that he has 
contributed to our local communities, and for his insights in his popular Canon’s 
Comments series. We wish Jim a very happy, and productive, retirement. With our very 
best wishes! 
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HEDGELEY ANTIQUE CENTRE 

 
Hedgeley Services, Powburn NE66 4HU 

Open 7 days a week: 
10am to 5pm (Apr-Oct) 

10am to 4pm (Nov-Mar) 

Antiques •French, pine and painted 

furniture • Vintage & Retro •China & 

Linens •Sterling Silver & Jewellery •

Field Sports •Fishing & Militaria •
Collectables & Gifts 

01665 578142 

Regular services ensure safe use of your 

boiler, improve its efficiency, hence 

reduce your fuel bill. If you would like 

your boiler serviced and keep warm in 

the winter, please contact: 

Coquetdale Boiler Services 

Oil Fired Boilers Serviced & Repaired 

Oil Tanks Supplied and Fitted 
 

Tel: 01669620716 
Mob: 07970808056 

Email: michaelrickaby@yahoo.co.uk 
 
 
     OFTEC Reg. No. 27118 
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Local walk: Ringses & Beanley Plantation  

A. START. Walk East along the road towards Eglingham passing the road junction to 
Glanton and Titlington.  

B. At the bottom of the hill, at the fingerpost for Beanley Moor turn right through 
the gate and up the farmtrack. Pass through a five-bar gate and after 300meters 
come to the public information board for the Ringses. 

C. RINGSES. The settlement is 200 meters across open moorland from the track. 
After visiting the settlement return to the track and carry on up the slight rise, 
passing a stone marker on the left. 

A short 3.2 mile circular walk with spectacular views of the Cheviots, passing The 

Ringses (remains of a 2000-year-old settlement; ramparts and ditches still ring around 

the settlement, thereby giving it its present day name). 

OS Explorer 332  REFRESHMENTS:    Tankerville Arms, Eglingham   

START:  Rough lay-by on the Beanley to Eglingham Road, 200 meters west of 
junction with the Titlington Road. Take care not to block the farm gate.  
[Grid ref: 09052/18507] 

Parking on the Beanley road is possible for two or three cars. However, it 
is possible to park at Eglingham and extend the walk to 5.5 miles.  

MAP:  
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CONTACT THE EDITOR 

Graham Williamson, 3 Crawley Dene, Powburn NE66 4HA  

Tel: 07969 133201 

Email: graham@breamishvalley.com 

Cheviot Views is produced quarterly. Back copies from 
www.breamishvalley.com 

The editor is pleased to consider articles or letters of not more than 500 
words for publication. Where possible, articles should be accompanied 
by a good quality digital photograph of 250dpi or higher. 

Deadline for October 2014 issue: 6.00pm Tuesday 7 October 2014 

 Robbie Burn 

D. At the top of the rise, turn right from the track directly to the five-bar gate that 
leads into Beanley Plantation, and follow the forest track. 

E. At the clearing carry straight on along the forest track. 

F. On reaching the road turn right, passing Beanley Wood Cottage and walk up the 
hill. Near the top of the hill, Beanley Hillfort can be glimpsed through the trees to 
the right. At the top of the hill, on a clear day the Cheviots and Humbleton Hill 
can be seen to the North. Return to the start by the road. 

‘The Ringses’ information board 
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Plantastic 

Everyone knows Scots Pine, don’t they? 
All pines have longish needles, although 
Scots has relatively short ones that grow 
in pairs. As you look upwards into the 
tops of the trees the bark is distinctly 
orange in colour higher up. The cones are 
also reasonably distinctive with a regular 
conical shape and cone scales that are 
tightly packed when the cone is 
immature. Those you find on the ground 
under the trees are often open and the 
seeds that were held under each scale 
will have fallen out and been dispersed. 

In Northumberland, Scots Pines were 
sometimes planted as small groves in 
prominent positions and they acted as 
signposts in otherwise rather featureless 
uplands. The group of trees in my 
photograph (below) by Shepherd’s Law 
on the Beanley Moor are like this. 

Locally you will find another pine that is 
grown as a shelter tree on the edges of 
spruce plantations. Often in Britain it 
grows in rather distorted shapes. So it 
can look like a large bush rather than a 
tree, sprawling sideways across the 
neighbouring heather. This is Lodgepole 
Pine. The needles are as much as twice 
the length of those of Scots Pine and a 
much deeper, fresher green colour. The 
cones are similar in size and shape to 
Scots Pine, but if you find young, fresh 
ones they have a characteristic small, 
sharp spine sticking out from the surface 
of each cone scale (see photo). Older 
cones tend to have their spines worn off. 
There are some Lodgepole Pines in the 
Titlington Mount and Beanley plantations 
(image below).  

 

WINTER AND EARLY SPRING are good times to test your knowledge of conifers. There 
are only three native species in Britain – Yew, Juniper and Scots Pine – but many others 
are widely grown in plantations, large parks and gardens. I’ll concentrate on just four, 
all of which you will find in our parish if you look around. 
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Next there’s Douglas Fir. These firs used 
to be the tallest trees in the world in the 
coastal forests of Oregon and northern 
California, at 120m. It puts wind turbines 
in perspective to realise that some of 
these monsters are as tall as the tallest 
trees known. Sadly, most of these forest 
giants have been long ago felled for 
timber and our tallest British specimens 
are only about half that height. The 
leaves are soft, flexible and slender, and 
only about 3cm. However, the key 
distinguishing factor is that they have a 3-
pronged ‘tongue’ sticking out from under 
each cone scale. The cones fall quite 
readily so you can usually find them 
under the trees. If you wander along the 
Titlington Mount farm road you can’t 
help but find fallen Douglas Fir cones 
(image below).

 

Finally, there is Western Hemlock. When 
this grows on the edges of plantations it 
can be very beautiful with skirts of 
drooping foliage giving a very soft effect 
to the woodland edge. This tree also 
grows to great heights in the Pacific 
North West of the US, although here it is 
often grown as a forestry tree and felled 
long before it can become majestic. The 
leaves are very short, rarely as long as 
2cm, and flattened so that the shoots can 

look a bit like those of Yew. For a big tree 
it has strangely small cones, but in a good 
year they can be present in large 
numbers. Unlike Douglas Fir, it self-seeds 
prolifically and if you go into Cragside 
there are places where the 
Rhododendron has been removed that 
are now becoming very overgrown with 
young Western Hemlock seedlings. 

The photo below shows the beautiful 
Western Hemlocks on the edge of the 
field above our house.

 

This year, why not learn these four 
conifer species and then next winter you 
can start to tackle some of the less 
common trees? 

 Richard Poppleton 
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Recipes for success 

Easter Simnel Cake 

8oz/225g soft butter 
8oz/225g light brown sugar 
4 eggs 
8oz/225g self-raising flour 
8oz/225g sultanas 
4oz/100g currants 
4oz/100g glace cherries, washed, dried 

and quartered 

2oz/50g mixed candied peel 
Grated rind of 2 lemons 
2 teaspoons mixed spice 

For the filling and topping: 

1lb/450g almond paste 
2 tablespoons apricot jam 
1 egg, beaten to glaze 

Ingredients: Makes 1 x 8in cake [Oven 150C/300F/Gas2] 

• In a bowl beat the butter and sugar until light and fluffy, gradually add the eggs, 
flour and mixed spice; then fold in the fruit and the lemon rind. When 
thoroughly blended, place half the mixture into the lined tin. 

• Take one third of your almond paste and roll a circle the size of the tin and place 
on the top of the mixture; spoon the remaining mixture on top and level the 
surface. 

• Bake for approximately 2 hours, check by inserting a skewer into the cake: if it 
comes out clean your cake is ready. Allow to cool before tipping out onto a wire 
rack. 

• Brush the top with a little warmed apricot jam and roll out half of the remaining 
almond paste to fit the top. 

• Press down firmly; using a knife, mark the top with a criss-cross pattern. With the 

remaining almond paste make eleven balls; brush the top with the beaten egg 

and arrange the balls around the edge. Place the cake under the grill until 

golden. 

IN THE 17TH CENTURY, Mid-Lent Sunday was the day when girls and boys in 
service were allowed a day off to go and visit their mother church. As a result of 
this Christian practice, most mothers were reunited with their children on this 
holiday and it later became known as 'Mothering Sunday'. The girls would bake 
their mothers a Simnel cake as a gift.  
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Nettle, bacon and blue cheese flan 

For the filling 
225g young nettle tops (rinsed) 
225g bacon 
Olive oil for frying 
225g Doddington Darling Blue cheese  
50g parmesan cheese, grated 
3 eggs, separated 
400ml milk 
40g butter 
Salt and freshly ground black pepper 
1 shallot 

For the pastry 
200g plain flour 
100g butter 
1 tsp salt 
1 egg 

• For the pastry: place the flour, butter and salt in a food processor and pulse until 
the butter is incorporated. Add the egg and process into a ball. Roll and line a 
buttered tart tin, then refrigerate. 

• For the filling: chop the bacon into small pieces and fry off in a little oil until 
slightly crisp. (Reserve a third of the bacon to go into the béchamel sauce.) 

• Blanch the nettles in boiling, salted water for 1 minute until wilted. Drain and 
squeeze out any excess liquid. 

• Scald the milk with the shallot and leave to infuse for 10 minutes. 

• For the béchamel sauce: melt the butter in a medium saucepan, add the flour 
and cook to a foam over a low heat, stirring constantly. Add seasoning and whisk 
in the milk (discarding the shallot) until the sauce thickens. Remove the pan from 
the heat and add the egg yolks, grated parmesan and the 1/3 of the bacon 
pieces, and beat together. 

• Bake the tart case blind for 5 minutes or until the surface of the pastry looks dry. 
Remove from the oven and spread the nettles and remaining 2/3 of the bacon 
across the base evenly. 

• Add a pinch of salt to the egg whites and use a hand whisk to bring to stiff peaks. 
Fold the béchamel sauce and cubes of blue cheese into the whites with a metal 
spoon, using a cutting/folding action. Check the seasoning. 

• Spread the mixture over the nettles and bacon and return to the oven for 20-25 
minutes until risen and golden. 

Nettles will start to appear towards the end of March and are a free source of 
highly nutritious food. Nettles can be used to replace spinach in most dishes. 

 May Wilson 
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Nature matters 
A hint of Spring 

When did Spring arrive? The winter 
seemed to be passing by quite nicely 
without any extreme weather and during 
February there were several days when 
the sun generated some warmth, just 
enough in fact to encourage two adders 
to break their hibernation and seek a 
sheltered warm bank at Branton on the 
20 February. Within a couple of days the 
weather changed and snow fell, as did 
the temperature. I'm not sure if those 
adders would have survived but within a 
few days the snow had gone and more 
adders were spotted basking in the same 
area making the most of the increasing 
warmth. 

 

Basking adders at Branton NCA 

Oystercatchers had by now arrived back 
in the valley and their piping calls could 
be heard around Branton and Brandon as 
they fed together on the old pastures, 
probing the soft ground for earthworms. 
These birds have gathered in the valley 
each Spring for many years and have 
been closely associated with the old 
gravel workings, which have now been 
landscaped to good effect or returned to 
agricultural use. The oystercatchers are 

now more likely to be found in smaller 
groups within the same area rather than 
one large flock which in previous years 
could number over a hundred birds 
before dispersing to breeding grounds 
elsewhere. 

At Hedgeley Lakes in early March there 
were more signs of Spring, with the 
arrival of more birds intent on finding 
breeding territories. On 7 March a pair of 
oystercatchers mated on the island in 
front of the bird hide. A male lapwing 
displayed in tumbling flight over the 
same lake, while a flock of twenty five 
curlews rested and fed on the nearby 
surrounding pasture, occasionally calling 
as if in response to the lapwing's 
acrobatics. The curlews will soon be 
heading for higher ground further up the 
valley. 

A small party of twenty two wigeon 
grazed the pasture close to the lake but 
these are winter visitors from overseas 
which, along with the smaller teal, will 
soon be leaving the area. The lake will 
then belong to the large canada geese 
already pairing up, and the pair of mute 
swans whose young from last year have 
now been sent packing. Gadwall have 
been seen in small numbers at these 
lakes in recent months, the muted tones 
of their plumage probably making them 
difficult to identify but the black tail area 
of the drakes is quite noticeable. 

Finally, just before leaving the hide, a 
flicker of wings on the far side of the 
island caught my attention, as a ringed 
plover darted out over the water and 
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then returned to sit quietly on the bare 
island. Within a few minutes, I detected 
another three of these tiny waders: sea 
shore birds during the winter but now 
seeking places to nest on bare stony 
ground. 

A quick walk along Crawley Dene the 

following day revealed one of the surest 

signs of Spring, with masses of freshly 

laid frogspawn in the ditches on either 

side of the track way. 

 Hugh Tindle 

NEED LOCAL, FRIENDLY 
HELP WITH YOUR PC OR 
TABLET...? 

repairs and upgrades 
telephone support 
virus removal  
one-to-one training 
computer ‘crash’ recovery 
anti-virus & anti-spyware 
installation 
……in fact any computer or tablet 
help you need 
 
 

        phil@philgamble.co.uk 
   01669 620457 07815 463140 

Letter of thanks 

THE CHEVIOT VIEWS COMMITTEE has 

received a letter of thanks from Doreen 

Burn MBE, Secretary of the Trustees of 

The Breamish Hall. This was to 

acknowledge with thanks a donation of 

£250 from the Cheviot Views Committee 

in October 2014 towards the upkeep of 

the Breamish Hall. The funds were 

available from a small surplus obtained 

through advertising. [Copy of letter at 

www.breamishvalley.com] 

Crawley Dene 
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 aspin6@btopenworld.com 

Help us get your newsletter out to the whole Parish. 
Do you know a neighbour who hasn’t received a copy? If so, please let us know:  

 rich.titlington@btinternet.com  01665 578346 
 Greystone Cottage, Titlington Mount, Alnwick NE66 2EA 
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Road safety campaign 
ON 16 FEBRUARY 2015 a Public Meeting about Road Safety and Speeding on the A697 
was held in the Breamish Hall, Powburn. The meeting was well attended. Robbie Burn 
(Vice Chair of Hedgeley Parish Council),  Kate Cairns (Northumberland County Council 
Councillor), Julie Pörksen (prospective Liberal Democrat MP), police representative Paul 
Sykes  and 46 members of the public attended. The meeting was the most recent in a 
long line of events that local residents have enacted in an effort to reduce speeding 
through our villages. The high turnout unequivocally demonstrates public feeling is high 
regarding safety issues on the A697. 

Following the meeting, Julie Pörksen has sent a letter to both the head of the Highways 
Agency (responsible for the A1) and to Northumberland County Council. Julie's letter 
focuses, amongst other things,  on concerns about the upcoming proposed dualling of 
the A1 through to Ellingham, and improvements through to Berwick. Residents are 
concerned that, during the A1 build, traffic will divert onto alternative North-South 
roads  (e.g. A697) either through signed diversions or driver choice. It is well known that 
these roads have existing road safety problems and increased traffic will increase the 
likelihood of collisions, injuries, fatalities and delays. Specifically, Julie has highlighted 
the following priorities that were developed at the meeting on 16 February 2015. 

1. Average speed cameras – continuous enforcement of the speed limit throughout 
Powburn village using average speed cameras is thought to be the only way to 
change driver behaviour. Given the amount of through (non-local) traffic, 
occasional police enforcement will not generate the behavioural change 
required in these non-frequent drivers. Given the road layout, with two very 
straight sections, both speeding and dangerous overtaking occurs at both ends 
of the village. 

2. Speed limits – the 40mph zone on the North side of the village is thought of as 
not causing vehicles to fully slow down before entering the village. 

3. The bridge – given the angle of the bridge to the road this causes problems when 
HGVs meet as there is insufficient space to pass safely. An alternative route for 
the footpath would be safer. 

4. Bends on A697 – there are two bends with poor road infrastructure which cause 
particular problems for HGVs on a regular basis, just South of Powburn and at 
Thrunton. At these two points HGVs frequently leave the road and, as well as 
posing a risk to life, cause significant delay in both the initial incident and later 
recovery of the vehicle, which requires the closure of the road. The road at these 
points is not fit for purpose currently and could prove disastrous with additional 
HGV traffic. 
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Join the campaign! 

On behalf of residents, Julie Pörksen has requested safety improvements in Powburn as 
soon as possible – so that driver behaviour can change before the volumes increase 
with the A1 road works. The more local people who attend Public Meetings and give 
voice to their concerns, the more we will be able to keep pressure on the relevant 
authorities to ensure that our roads are safe. 

Further information 

Chair of Road Safety Campaign: Robbie Burn (Mob 07557 526384;  
Email robbie@policecartoons.co.uk) 

Copies of all minutes and meeting notes, including Julie Pörksen's letter can be found on 
the community website at: www.breamishvalley.com/tag/speeding/ 


