
Voluntary work with a differ-

I AM OFTEN ASKED why I would want to 
spend my time working voluntarily in a 
prison. Some people think convicted 
prisoners should be put in a cell and the 
key thrown away. But we live in a 
civilised society and, whilst a prison 
sentence handed out by the Courts 
results in loss of freedom, it should not – 
and must not – also lead to loss of dignity 
or inhumane treatment. It is the role of 
the Independent Monitoring Board (IMB) 
to look inside the prison gates in order to 
monitor fairness and respect for people 
in custody.  

Every prison in England and Wales has an 
IMB. When I heard about them, I felt that 
this was important work. I applied to join 
and was appointed by the Minister of 
Justice to the Board at HMP 
Northumberland.  

Built on the old RAF base at Acklington, 
Northumberland this is one of the largest 
prisons in the country; both in acreage 
and population. It holds approximately 
1350 male prisoners over the age of 21 
years. My induction to the role involved a 
probationary period where I was 
supported by more experienced 
members during numerous visits to the 
prison until I felt ready to carry out the 
duties required of me with less direct 
support. 

The role is unique and, unlike any other 
voluntary work, Board members have 
unrestricted access to all parts of the 
prison at any time. We organise a rota of 
visits, as we have some statutory 
obligations to visit certain areas of the 
prison each week and must record our 
observations and findings in a report.  

A weekly panel of Board members deals 
with applications from prisoners who feel 
that their complaints have not been dealt 
with satisfactorily by the prison 
management. We cannot change the 
rules but we can help clarify situations for 
people who may feel confused or 
overwhelmed by their imprisonment. 
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The Board is statutorily obliged to 
conduct a formal meeting each month 
and discuss the function of the prison 
with the Director and their team. Our 
role is completely independent of the 
prison in that we monitor how the prison 
rules are applied, reporting our findings 
in an Annual Report directly to the 
Minister for Justice. 

IMBs are made up of people of varying 
age and backgrounds: from all walks of 
life and with a variety of life experiences. 
We at IMB Northumberland are currently 
looking for people to join us and, 
although age is definitely not a barrier, 
we would welcome applications from 
younger people in order to get a good 
cross section of the community 
represented on the Board. 

If you would like to know more about the 
work of the IMB you can visit 
www.justice.gov.uk/about/imb or, for 
more local information about our work 
and the commitment involved, you can 
contact our IMB Clerk, Helen Armstrong 
at helen.armstrong@hmps.gsi.gov.uk  

If you provide your telephone number, 
Helen will arrange for a member of the 
IMB to call you to discuss the role and 
answer any questions you may have.  

I did this and do not regret it one bit, as I 

find the role really interesting. It is 

sometimes demanding but it is never 

ever dull. 

 

 Isobel Wilson 

MOT Testing 

Townfoot, Rothbury 

For your peace of mind have your 
car tested by our expert 

professional testers 

Call Russell or Mike on 

01669 620817 

www.oldmotorhouse.co.uk 

We also restore, service, repair 
and upgrade classic cars of all eras 
– call us to see what we can do for 

your car 

Local food & crafts made by 
Northumbrians 

Warden's Lodge, Ingram NE66 4LT 

Tasty, locally-sourced, homemade 
food, art and products from the 

region’s local talents. 

10am–4pm Fri-Sat-Sun (Oct-Mar) 
9am–6pm everyday (Apr-Sep) 

01665 578120 
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Canon’s comments 
BY THE TIME THIS article drops through your door the Christian 
Church will have begun the Season of Advent, a time of waiting: 
an activity we humans find extremely difficult. We appear to 
like to be in control of our circumstances and our culture seems 
to declare that ‘wanting it now’ is perfectly acceptable. The 
electrical goods…or toys…or sofas…or cars…that last week were 
perfectly reasonable have suddenly become unacceptable. 

They are no longer good enough for today’s fast changing world. And yet the charity 
shops are doing remarkably good business, as they recycle the cast offs to those less 
fortunate than ourselves. 

The images of our less than perfect world that seem to fill every news bulletin all too 

often pass us by until our conscience is challenged by a Children in Need Appeal or a 

Heal the World recording. Did we notice that ‘nature has changed season’? The trees 

are bare, the sun seems to spend so little time with us that if it weren't for electric light 

we might think the world in which we live is in constant darkness. So, what of those 

who are waiting? What are they waiting for or expecting to happen? They are waiting 

for an eternal light of love. For this is a light that can change lives, that comes naked, 

innocent and pure and which brings hope to each new generation. For at its heart is the 

acceptance that each one of us is special and deserves to be loved. However, it also 

requires a response that we accept others as also deserving that love. What a world we 

might make if we loved others as ourselves! 

 Canon Jim Robertson 

 aspin6@btopenworld.com 

Waiting for 

Christmas? 
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Plantastic 
AS I WRITE IN mid-November, it is still remarkably mild. We’ve had more rain recently 
than during the summer but the lack of cold has affected many aspects of our 
countryside. For example, few heavy frosts in the spring meant that many trees and 
shrubs could flower and set fruit without having their flowers being damaged and with 
plenty of pollinating insects around.  

The effects of this are well seen in the 
good fruiting of Hawthorn. On the moor 
above Shepherd’s Law the other day 
there was a startlingly good hawthorn 
bush with the fruit looking brilliant 
against the background of the silver 
birch trees. 

All this fruiting bodes well for the winter 
thrushes (Fieldfare and Redwing) from 
Scandinavia. 

As we walked the moorland track I spotted a plant in flower that really shouldn’t be 
flowering in November. Heath Milkwort was having a late-autumn flush and, very 
attractively, these small flowers were framed by the remarkably fresh foliage of 
Lousewort. I’ve added a small photo of lousewort in flower from earlier in the year to 
remind you what it looks like. 

 

 

Then there’s the question of autumn foliage colours. The lack of October frosts has 
meant that many trees have moved directly from green to leaf fall, so we haven’t had 
many of the bright reds and oranges that we sometimes enjoy. But there have been 
plenty of yellows, particularly the beeches. 

Heath Milkwort Lousewort 
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We were recently walking along a forestry ride between our house and the Titlington 

moorland when we came across a couple of small Larches in particularly good colour. 

Larch is the only coniferous tree species found in Britain that sheds all its needles each 

autumn and these young trees, seen in the morning light, were very attractive. A bonus 

was that because it was a morning with a heavy mist that was only just lifting and no 

wind, the leaves all had a beautiful fringe of water droplets. 

  

 Richard Poppleton 
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Local walk: Brizlee Tower 

A. Start at Ratten Row and walk through the gated entrance to Hulne Park. 
Continue straight along Farm Drive ignoring junctions to left and right. 

B. After about a mile, pass the junction to Park Farm and after 400 yards take the 
track up the hill to Bizlee Tower. 

C. After visiting the tower carry on the circular route, passing the memorial garden 

on Bizlee Hill and back down Cave Drive to retrace your steps. 

DISTANCE: 4 miles/6.4 km 

DURATION: 2 hours 

START: Ratten Row, Alnwick  

MAP: OS Explorer 332 Alnwick and Amble  

BRIZLEE TOWER IS SET atop a hill in Hulne Park, the walled home park of the Duke of 
Northumberland. The Gothic style 26-metre-high elaborately ornamental tower, 
constructed of dressed stone, is situated at the edge of the northern escarpment of 
Brizlee Hill. It was commissioned around 1777 by Hugh Percy, 1st Duke of 
Northumberland, to commemorate his wife Lady Elizabeth Seymour who died in 1776. 
It was completed in about 1781. 

Hulne Park is normally open from 11am. No dogs are allowed. The path is clearly 

signposted with yellow markers. 

 Robbie Burn 
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Of this Parish 

 

IT’S INVIGORATING TO COME across a 
person whose work is also their hobby 
and who has no intention of even 
considering the idea of retirement and 
probably never will.  Many people in 
Hedgeley Parish, and particularly those 
living in Powburn, will know Beryl 
Horobin.  For many years she ran the 
Antiques centre at Hedgeley Services and 
then, in the summer of 2012, she took 
over what used to be The Poachers’ Rest.  

She soon turned this into two businesses 
– the Emporium, which she runs and The 
Village Tea Room run by her daughter, 
Fay. 

Beryl was born in Staffordshire in the 
West Midlands and after leaving school 
she was a Civil Servant until Fay was 
born.  When Fay was seven years old 
Beryl began working as a cook for a 
family in a large house in Somerset.  
Mind you, I don’t think we are talking 
here about Downton Abbey.  The nature 
of her job meant that she usually had 
time for herself in the afternoons.  Unlike 
many youngsters in the 1960s she didn’t 
regard those afternoons simply as leisure 
time but, instead, she started her first 
small antiques shop.  Antiques have 
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continued to be the driving force 
throughout her life. 

She eventually moved to the Cotswolds, 
where her husband, Brian, worked for 
the same family: she as Cook and he as 
House and Grounds Man.  Brian’s main 
skills were with wood; he was a 
carpenter, joiner and cabinet maker, and 
with a real preference for work that 
allowed him to be outdoors.  When the 
Cotswold family decided to move to 
Malta, Beryl and Brian didn’t want to go 
so far away.   

Brian was offered a post with a family in 
London at a very good salary.  But when 
he discovered that for half the week he 
had to work in a basement workshop he 
felt that, despite the money, he couldn’t 
take the job.  So Brian’s boss advertised 
their availability as a house manager/
cook couple and the advert caught the 
eye of a certain Duncan Davidson.  The 
Davidsons were about to move from 
Yorkshire to Lilburn Tower between 
Powburn and Wooler and he was 
delighted to find a couple who were 
willing to move north to organise the 
new house and to work for the family 
when they moved in. 

So in 1974 Beryl and Brian moved into a 
wing of the house at Lilburn, but at the 
same time bought a house in Glanton.  
Beryl was able to continue her love of 
antiques by taking over the Butcher’s 
Shop in Glanton from Fred Dodds and 
converting it to an antiques shop. 

In 1979 the Presbyterian Chapel in 
Branton came up for sale and they were 
able to buy it.  They moved in December 
1980 and were also in a position to use it 

as an antiques base.  When they bought 
the chapel they had to buy the fixtures 
and fittings which consisted of an 
elaborate arrangement of wooden pews, 
most of which had been paid for by 
chapel-going families.  These pews had 
become part of the chapel and a number 
of local people were more than pleased 
when Beryl gave them the opportunity to 
reacquire their family seats. 

Meanwhile Beryl had opened two more 
antiques shops in Gosforth and she 
continued with these until her focus 
turned to ‘shipping’.  She had managed 
to develop a commercial arrangement 
with an importer of antiques in Atlanta, 
Georgia in the USA.  Four times a year a 
buyer from Atlanta would come over and 
agree with Beryl the sort of pieces that 
were wanted.  Beryl would then acquire 
them here, load up one or two large 
shipping containers and send them off to 
the States.  She remembers the packing 
days as times of lots of fun and laughter, 
with local help and large pans of soup to 
sustain them all through the day. 

She also got a contract for a similar 
shipping arrangement with an Australian 
buyer, but she soon had to abandon that.  
Most of the pieces were in pine and the 
Australian customs authorities took such 
a stringent attitude to inspecting every 
item and refusing an import licence for 
any that showed even the slightest trace 
of woodworm that the whole enterprise 
became impossible. 

Then, in the late 90s, disaster struck.  
Brian was diagnosed with leukaemia.  
This nasty blood cancer comes in various 
forms.  Brian was fortunate that his 
version was not the most aggressive 



 9 

 

type.  He became part of a volunteer 
group of patients willing to allow 
themselves to be treated with new and 
sometimes experimental drugs and the 
culmination has been that he has lived 
with the disease now for 17 years.  More 
recently other aspects of his health and 
mobility have increasingly been affected. 

During the whole of this time Fay had 
been living in Germany.  When she was 
nineteen she had gone over to be a 
nanny to a family in the Black Forest.  She 
ended up staying for 35 years, both in the 
Black Forest and in Bremen in the north 
of Germany, before returning to 
Northumberland to take over the Village 
Tea Room.  She had learnt fluent German 
while in the Black Forest, but when she 
moved north she found they spoke a 
much purer form of High German and she 
had to learn to lose much of her Black 
Forest dialect. 

At about the same time as Brian’s illness 
was diagnosed, Beryl had taken over the 
Antiques Centre at Hedgeley.  Initially she 
ran it as a single business, but gradually 
she partitioned off parts of the internal 
space and leased them to other traders.  
When Sophia Brown gave up the Meat of 
Excellence shop next to the Centre, Beryl 
expanded into the extra space. By 2014, 
with the expanded Antiques Centre and 
the Emporium, she decided to 
concentrate on the latter. 

One of Beryl’s main specialities is the 
range of fabrics she stocks.  For a 

business in a very rural location the 
fabrics are, in the language of retailing, 
her unique selling point.  Although you 
can buy materials off rolls by the metre, 
you don’t have to.  She’s quite prepared 
to sell really small swatches and off-cuts 
if that’s what you need.  The Emporium 
also includes antiques, crafts, handmade 
cards and jewellery, so that she stocks a 
really good mix of goods with something 
for everyone. 

 

So that’s Beryl Horobin.  I’m sure she’ll 

forgive me for saying that she’s no longer 

in the first flush of youth, but she still has 

the energy and get-up-and-go of a 

youngster.  It’s really good to be able to 

go to Hedgeley Services and find not just 

a garage with a shop, but a lively scene 

that includes the bustling Village Tea 

Room and Emporium.  Much of the 

liveliness of the site can be attributed to 

Beryl’s drive and entrepreneurial 

influence. 

Help us get your newsletter out to the whole Parish. 
Do you know a neighbour who hasn’t received a copy? If so, please let us know:  

 rich.titlington@btinternet.com  01665 578346 
 Greystone Cottage, Titlington Mount, Alnwick NE66 2EA 

 Richard Poppleton 
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Nature matters 
Winter visitors  

 

Very late returning male brambling last April 

UNLIKE THE ARRIVAL OF spring visitors, 
bird movements at other times of the 
year are perhaps less noticeable. At least 
in spring birds like swallows and house 
martins are quite obvious because of 
their close association with man. Spring 
migration, though, is just one part of the 
global movements which not only take so 
many birds on a journey northwards at 
that time of year, and then southwards 
just a few months later, but also in a host 
of other directions on journeys long and 
short at all times of the year.  

Less well known are the movements of 
birds from northern Europe to this 
country during the autumn on their way 
south and those that follow to spend the 
winter here where climate and food 
availability is more reliable. In fact there 
is barely a single month of the year when 
migration is not taking place in this 
country in one direction or another: birds 
are great travellers. Abel Chapman, the 
big game hunter, naturalist and later 
conservationist who lived in the North 
Tyne valley, called them 'globe spanners'.  

Weather patterns are perhaps the most 
important factor in telling us when 
migration is likely to take place. At this 
time of year we find thrushes such as 
blackbirds, song thrushes, redwings and 
fieldfares arriving in their thousands on 
our east coast and yet very few people 
manage to see them. Most of these birds 
travel at night to escape predators and 
seek shelter and food when they arrive 
and then continue westwards and 
southwards. We are more likely to see 
them on their return journeys at the end 
of the winter as they gather in fields and 
feed in our hedgerows and gardens 
before undertaking their return journey. 

Occasionally, we notice the odd flock or 
individuals which, on finding a 
convenient food source, will stay around 
for a day or two until they work out 
where they really ought to be. Last April 
our garden was visited by a succession of 
bramblings, the Scandinavian equivalent 
of our chaffinch, while they fed on 
sunflower seed. 

 

The first brambling of this winter 
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This would provide them with the energy 

to return across the North Sea to their 

breeding grounds. So late were they that 

many of our local trees were already in 

leaf by the time the last of these winter 

visitors had left the area. A few months 

on and bramblings have already returned 

to this country and, unusually, we had a 

visit from a lovely male at our sunflower 

feeder in late November. However, after 

two days he had gone and we might not 

see another now unless they choose to 

feed here on their way back to 

Scandinavia after the winter has passed. 

 Hugh Tindle 

Regular services ensure safe use of your 

boiler, improve its efficiency, hence 

reduce your fuel bill. If you would like 

your boiler serviced and keep warm in 

the winter, please contact: 

Coquetdale Boiler Services 

Oil Fired Boilers Serviced & Repaired 

Oil Tanks Supplied and Fitted 
 

Tel: 01669620716 
Mob: 07970808056 

Email: michaelrickaby@yahoo.co.uk 
 
 
     OFTEC Reg. No. 27118 

Goodbye ‘Breamish Nature’ 
I'M SURE, LIKE ME, you'll have enjoyed 
reading Hugh Tindle's fascinating article 
about bird migrations on the opposite 
page. Hugh's knowledge of wildlife, and 

especially his understanding of the flora and fauna of the Breamish Valley, has been an 
inspiration to numerous people over the years. When I moved to Powburn three years 
ago, I discovered Hugh's Breamish Nature newsletter for sale in Hedgeley Services. I was 
instantly gripped and I haven't missed a copy since.  

However, after seven years of ongoing commitment to celebrating the life of the 
Breamish Valley, Hugh has decided to call it a day, and the last edition of Breamish 
Nature will be published this month (December 2014). 

On behalf of the Cheviot Views Committee and all who have enjoyed Hugh's 
photographs and writing, I'd like to say a heartfelt thank you to Hugh for all that he has 
done to engage people in appreciating the natural history of Breamish Valley. 

[NB: Whilst Hugh won't be writing his own monthly newsletter he has kindly agreed to 

continue to write a regular 'Nature matters' article for Cheviot Views. Excellent news!] 

 Graham Williamson 



12 

 

Recipes for success 
Salted Rolo brownies 

 May Wilson 

Ingredients 

126g bag Rolos, half chopped, half left whole 

200g unsalted butter, plus extra to grease 

200g plain chocolate (70% cocoa solids), broken into small pieces 

125g light muscovado sugar 

125g caster sugar 

4 medium free-range eggs, beaten 

125g plain flour 

1 tsp vanilla extract 

1 tbsp cocoa 

½-1 tsp sea salt flakes to taste 

Method 

1. Heat the oven to 170°C/fan150°C/gas 3½. Grease and line a 20cm square 
cake tin so the baking paper comes higher than the tin.  

2. Melt 200g butter and the chocolate together in a saucepan, stirring over a 
low heat. Don’t overheat, as the chocolate may seize. Allow to cool slightly.  

3. In another mixing bowl, beat together the sugars, eggs and vanilla extract 
until pale and fluffy. Then stir in the cooled melted chocolate to combine.  

4. Sift in the flour and cocoa. Then fold through the batter with the sea salt to 
taste.  

5. Mix the chopped Rolos into the batter. Then pour into the prepared tin. 
Press the whole Rolos into the surface. Bake for 25-30 minutes until firm to 
touch but still gooey in the middle – they’ll continue to cook as they cool.  

6. Leave to cool completely in the tin. Then transfer to a board and slice. If 

you’re stuck for time, put them in the fridge to set. 
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En route to Physic Lane  

Twixt the two towns 
on top o’the dyke 
I like to look doon 
when I’m oot for a hike. 
Just by mesell, 
away from the folk, 
and aal o’them 
which might have a poke. 
‘Tis me shelter, 
where I can hide, 
as the sun sets softly on Simonside. 
With the crisp Autumn air 
seeping through every vain. 
Aye, in the sunshine and in the rain, 
I caal this peace and I caal this joy, 
I caal this my heaven, 
which no man can destroy. 

 James Tait 
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Metal detecting 
TERRY WHITENSTALL OF POWBURN has 

just this month retired from a long career 

as a freelance printer and desktop 

publisher. His most recent project, setting 

out and producing print-ready copy of 

the internationally renowned 'Classical 

Guitar' magazine, has just come to an 

end. So, not being someone to sit around 

and get bored, he bought himself a metal 

detector to begin a new and captivating 

hobby. With the help of local people he 

has enjoyed learning how to use the 

detector and he has already found a few 

interesting pieces. For example, while 

metal detecting in the Powburn area he 

found this cigarette case:

 

Terry gets a lot of pleasure from 

researching the history of any identifiable 

objects he finds. He noted the bold '1924 

Wembley' crest on the front of the case: 

 

It appears that the case was produced as 
a commemorative piece to celebrate the 
1924 British Empire Exhibition which was 
held in Wembley at the Empire Stadium. 

The Exhibition was opened by King 
George V and Queen Mary on St George’s 
Day, 23 April 1924. Essentially, it was a 
celebration of industry across the British 
Empire. The British government had four 
objectives: to (1) show the public how 
new sources of wealth could be acquired 
by exploiting the Empire's raw materials, 
(2) foster inter-imperial trade, (3) open 
New World markets, and (4) promote 
interaction between the Empire's 
different cultures. The government was 
eager to emphasise its central role in 
overseeing the Empire's progress. 

The Exhibition was open for six months in 
1924 and reopened again in 1925. It 
showcased produce, manufactured 
goods, arts and crafts. It also displayed 
historical artefacts from the Dominions, 
the Indian Empire and Britain’s African 
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and Caribbean Colonies. When the 
Exhibition closed in October 1925, it had 
made a loss of £ 1.5 Million: a quite 
considerable sum in 1925. Most of the 
exhibition halls were demolished 
afterwards. However, the Palace of 
Engineering and the British Government 
Pavilion survived into the 1970s. The 
Empire Pool was also retained and 
became the Wembley Arena. The Empire 
Stadium itself was kept and it became 
Wembley Stadium, the home of football 
in England until 2002 when it was 
demolished to be replaced by the new 
stadium. 

And of course all Newcastle United lovers 
will know that the 1924 FA Cup Final was 
contested by Newcastle United and 
Aston Villa at Wembley.  

Newcastle won 2–0, the goals scored by 
Neil Harris and Stan Seymour! 

If anyone would like to try metal 

detecting, Terry would be happy to give 

an hour or so along the sands at the coast 

(only one person at a time please). Email 

Terry at: t.whitenstall@btinternet.com 

 Graham Williamson 

Editor's note: There are strict rules governing metal detecting on private and publically 
owned land. Anyone taking up this hobby should seek appropriate advice before 
proceeding. Historical material in this article is adapted from: 
Making Britain (www8.open.ac.uk/researchprojects/makingbritain) 

HEDGELEY ANTIQUE CENTRE 

 
Hedgeley Services, Powburn NE66 4HU 

Open 7 days a week: 
10am to 5pm (Apr-Oct) 

10am to 4pm (Nov-Mar) 

Antiques •French, pine and painted 

furniture • Vintage & Retro •China & 

Linens •Sterling Silver & Jewellery •

Field Sports •Fishing & Militaria •
Collectables & Gifts 

01665 578142 

NEED LOCAL, FRIENDLY 
HELP WITH YOUR PC OR 
TABLET...? 

repairs and upgrades 
telephone support 
virus removal  
one-to-one training 
computer ‘crash’ recovery 
anti-virus & anti-spyware 
installation 
……in fact any computer or tablet 
help you need 
 
 

        phil@philgamble.co.uk 
   01669 620457 07815 463140 
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WITH RED SQUIRRELS BEING a part of our 
heritage through characters like Beatrix 
Potter’s Squirrel Nutkin or Tufty the road 
safety squirrel, the thought of losing 
them from our countryside and gardens 
doesn’t bear thinking about. Red 
squirrels (Sciurus vulgaris) are the UK’s 
only native squirrel species. Their range 
in the UK has been shrinking since the 
introduction of the non-native grey 
squirrel (Sciurus carolinensis) from North 
America in the 1870s. Most grey squirrels 
carry squirrelpox virus, a disease fatal to 
red squirrels, and naturally displace red 
squirrels in many habitats through 
competition, even in the absence of 
disease. In mainland England, red 
squirrels have been lost from all but 
seven northern counties. They also live 
on Brownsea Island and the Isle of Wight, 
which have never been colonised by grey 
squirrels. 

The Red Squirrels Northern England 
(RSNE) partnership was established in 
2011 and aims to maintain red squirrel 
range on the English mainland through 
landscape-scale grey squirrel control and 
applied conservation science. The four 
partners in the RSNE project are the 
Forestry Commission, Natural England, 
the Red Squirrel Survival Trust and the 
Wildlife Trusts. 

We employ a team of Rangers who are 
controlling grey squirrels in and around 
the 17 designated red squirrel reserves. 

However, we also need to look at the 
impact that grey squirrel control is having 
on red squirrel populations and carry out 
an annual survey in 300 sites across the 
north. The positive news is that red 
squirrel range in northern England 
appears to be stabilising for the first time 
in over a century, but there is still a lot of 
work to do.  

There are over 40 community groups in 
northern England protecting local red 
squirrels. These groups are represented 
by the independent Northern Red 
Squirrels network 
(www.northernredsquirrels.org) which 
continues to grow every year.  

An easy way to help red squirrels is by 

reporting your sightings. Please visit 

www.rsne.org.uk/sightings or call us on 

0191 2846884. If you would like to find 

out more about how you can get involved 

in the fight to save our native red 

squirrel, please do get in touch by 

emailing me at katy.cook@rnse.org.uk 

Red Squirrels Northern England 
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 Katy Cook, Engaging Communities Officer, RSNE 
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Singin’ Hinnies 

SINGIN' HINNIES IS AN absorbing account 
of the trials and tribulations of the 
Robertson family from 1859 to the mid-
1960s and their life in the north 
Northumbrian village of Glanton. 

It's a social history, telling the story of the 
development of modern medicine and 
wild, pioneering adventure. It gives a 
fascinating insight into the minutiae of 
the life of a country doctor, his wife and 
their nine surviving children as they grew 
up and made their ways in the world. 

'Singin' hinnies' are Northumbrian girdle 
cakes. As 'hinny' is also a term of 
endearment for Northumbrian children, 
the author felt the title seemed 
appropriate to the story of this happy 
family. 

Written in 1975 by Joyce Robertson, the 
last surviving member of the family, her 
faded hand-typed manuscript lay 
amongst boxes of family correspondence 
until three years ago when it came into 
the possession of the Glanton Heritage 

Group. The group spent three years 
digitising Joyce's manuscript and 
hundreds of family photographs from 
glass plate negatives. Singin' Hinnies was 
eventually published in 2013 in 
association with Bailiffgate Museum, 
Alnwick. 

Dr Richard Lomas, former History lecturer 
at Durham University, described Singin' 
Hinnies as "a skilfully and warmly 
engaging account of a family...I feel sure 
that those who read this book will find 
that the lives of the members of this 
family will resonate with their experience 
and ancestral tales of their own...What 
shines through is the dedication of 
William and Elizabeth Robertson to their 
respective callings: his to the care of the 
sick, hers to the welfare of her family." 

This has been a monumental task met by 
a small 'kitchen table' community group 
who have dedicated their spare time to 
seeing this project through to 
completion. The Group appreciate the 
assistance given by Bailiffgate Museum 

Joyce with Aunts c. 1950 
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and the Heritage Lottery Fund in the 
preparation of the book. We know Joyce 
Robertson would be thrilled that her 
book has at last been published and we 
hope that it will now be enjoyed by 
everyone who reads it. 

For further information about Glanton 

Heritage Group and to purchase Singin' 

Hinnies (ISBN: 978-0-9926836-0-3; 

180pp; £10.00), please email 

info@glantonheritagegroup.org.uk 

 Mike Mason, Chair Glanton Heritage Group 

The Robertson family c. 1890 

The Cheviot Views Committee would like to thank everyone for their support 
throughout 2014, especially our local business advertisers. We'd like to take this 
opportunity to wish you all... 

A very merry Christmas and a happy New Year! 

 

CONTACT THE EDITOR 

Graham Williamson, 3 Crawley Dene, Powburn NE66 4HA  
Tel: 07969 133201 
Email: graham@powburn.com 

Cheviot Views is produced quarterly. Back copies from www.powburn.com 
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Out & About 

Breamish Hall, Powburn (NE66 4HT) 

Valentine Quiz 
Saturday 14 February 2015, 7pm 

Pooled supper 
Bring your own drink! 

Easter Craft & Food Fayre 
Saturday 28 March 2015, 11am 

crafts • stalls • cakes • raffle 

food produce • tea/coffee • and more!  

Available for hire: enquiries to Mary Weallans 01665 578499 

Bolton Village Hall (NE66 2EE)  

Dancing 
Every 2nd Saturday, 8pm until 11pm. 
£3.50 each. Pooled supper, bring your 
own drink. Tea and coffee provided.  

Available for hire 
For parties, family gatherings, etc. Fully 
equipped kitchen. £8.00 per hour.  

ENQUIRIES 
John and Pat Herriman 01665 574623 

Keep Fit 
Wednesdays 10-11am 
Enquiries: Sylvia 01655 574236 


