
Of this parish – George Dagg

 

IN THE LAST ISSUE OF CHEVIOT VIEWS 

(Issue 15) we included an article about 

Shawdon Hall. The two main entrance 

driveways to the Hall both have lodge 

cottages and in this Christmas issue we are 

featuring George Dagg who has lived in 

the West Lodge for the last 48 years. 

George was born in Alwinton in 1923 

where his father, Jim, was a shepherd. 

From that date you will have worked out 

that this year (2013) saw George’s 90th 

birthday. The photograph above shows 

him on his birthday with Helen Pringle, his 

niece, who regularly comes up to 

Shawdon from Cramlington to make sure 

George is all right. 

George never married. He has lived on his 

own since his mother died twenty years 

ago, his father having died five years 

earlier.  

Soon after he was born, the family moved 

to Falstone, the village below the Kielder 

dam, where Jim Dagg shepherded for six 

years at Hawkhope Hill Farm. But then 

George’s lifelong connection with our 

parish began when his father got the job 

of shepherd at Titlington Mount. He 

worked for William Brown the father of 

Ian, the current farmer. George went to 

the village school in Bolton and then 

passed the 11+ to go to the Duke’s Boys’ 

Grammar School in Alnwick. He says that a 

few years ago he went to look at the 

current Duke’s Middle School building and 

it seemed scarcely to have changed over 

the intervening 70 years. 

Meanwhile, after six years at Titlington 

Mount Jim Dagg moved, in 1937, to the 

senior position of Estate Steward at 

Shawdon Hall. The family was 

accommodated in the now demolished 

Victorian wing at the back of the Hall 

which at that time was owned by Henry 
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Beavan. When George left school in 1940 

he got a post as a farm worker at 

Shawdon. He had applied for the RAF but, 

because farming was a reserved 

occupation, they wouldn’t accept him, so 

he stayed in his job and joined the Home 

Guard. Hedgeley Hall housed a signals 

station during the war and George spent 

time working there in his Home Guard 

role. 

During the war he played football for a 

team called ‘The Associates’ in Alnwick, 

but after the war he moved to play for 

Hedgeley Rovers in Powburn which in 

those days used to win trophies. He then 

played for the Duke’s School Old Boys for 

several years. They also competed and did 

well in a local league. When he finished his 

playing days George used to go to watch 

most of Newcastle United’s home games. 

In summer, cricket was his game. George 

played for two years for Whittingham 

whose pitch at Mount Hooley was made 

rather unpredictable by the fact that the 

farmer often used to take his cows across 

the field. George was a good cricketer and 

in one season gained a special certificate 

for being both the highest scoring 

batsman and the highest wicket taker.  

After a couple of seasons he moved his 

allegiance to the Eglingham club where he 

continued to play until he was 40. Ian 

Brown at Titlington Mount remembers 

George as a local cricketing legend. As a 

fast bowler he had a distinctive way of 

clicking the heels of his boots together in 

his bowling delivery stride.  

 

This photo was probably taken in the early 

sixties. George is second from the left in 

the back row. Among other local men, it is 

easy to pick out Michael Pringle from 

Bolton, the captain, and a very youthful 

Duff Burrell from Broome Park third from 

the right in the back row. Many of our 

readers will know who most of the others 

are in the group. 

Eglingham weren’t part of a league – 

indeed to this day they play only ‘friendly’ 

fixtures. Some of the visiting league teams 

tended to regard their match days as an 

excuse for lots of beer, not all of which 

was left until the end of the game! 

Once his sporting days were over George 

used to go on trips all over the north, 

especially to garden centres and nurseries, 

and often in the company of Alec Moody 

from Shawdon Hill. 

At Shawdon, still in the Beavan era, 

George remembers his very hard-working 

mother being responsible for milking two 

particular cows whose milk was available 
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for the estate staff as well as for her own 

family and that she regularly made butter 

as well. Names like the Lovells from 

Aberwick and George Chisholm who lived 

in the East Lodge were stalwarts at 

Shawdon during this period. 

When Shawdon passed to Major Bewicke 

in 1953 much of the emphasis changed to 

racehorses and to dairying. Jimmy Layton 

and George Coxon drove the horse boxes. 

Then, when the Hall was taken by Major 

Cowan, the racehorse era ended. 

However, George continued working on 

the farm until he retired at the age of 65 

and was then able to work three days a 

week in the Hall gardens under Gerry 

Stanners for another five years. 

His younger sister married Adam Pringle 

from Mile Moor and she used to come to 

see George after their parents died. She 

herself died in 2008 and since then her 

daughter Helen has kept up the family 

responsibility. The fact that George makes 

no calls on Social Services is a tribute both 

to his own desire for independence and to 

Helen’s regular visits. 

In 1996 George had his right hip replaced 

and a few years later had to have his left 

one done as well. Despite this, for a man 

of 90 he is still very fit and nimble and he 

still drives, which gives him a good degree 

of independence. He has enjoyed living 

and working in our local community and 

he feels the Shawdon Estate has been 

good to him, not only providing him with a 

lifetime’s employment, but enabling him 

to remain in his family home.  

Finally, we couldn’t resist these two other 

group photos... 

 

   

 

 

 
Hedgeley Rovers (1947/48). George is back 
right and others are recorded as:  
Back Row L to R: A Wilson, H Graham, G Lillie, 
D Martin, H Dixon;  
Sitting L to R: B Dixon, J Hall, B Dunn, D Paxton, 
Alec Dunn. 

 Bolton School football team (c.1932). George is 
the goalkeeper and captain. Others are: 
Back Row, L to R: N Turnbull, R Henderson, R 
Breeze, S Shell, G Gallon;  
Kneeling L to R: G Taylor, J Brown, G Dagg, J 
Taylor, E Brown, ? Brown. 

 
 Richard Poppleton 
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Mates for life! 

HERE'S MY HOMAGE to two lovely ladies 
in their 70s who have been visiting 
Powburn for over 20 years: June and 
Mary. They met through amateur 
dramatics, putting on shows over several 
years. Both are very talented. June wrote 
the comedy scripts and made the 
costumes. Mary painted the scenery and 
supplied the vocals. June loves to write, 
entering limericks in local shows. Mary 
loves painting, entering water 
colours. They often win prizes. They love 
a sing song and are the life and soul of 
any party...they're still on the go when us 
younger residents are all danced out! 
 
 

Have you ever met the Golden Girls? 

They’re regulars at The Plough. 

They have so many talents 

And never cause a row. 

 

They tell such funny stories – 

Just like a double act, 

With Mary keeping June just right 

And spot on with the facts. 

 

They sparkle like two diamonds 

And are always up for fun, 

And regularly leave the building 

With the rising of the sun! 

 

I’m pleased we met the ladies. 

We’ll always be great mates 

And, due to numerous entries, 

Deserve discount at the Fetes! 

 
 
 Eileen K. Whitenstall 

NEED LOCAL, FRIENDLY 
HELP WITH YOUR PC OR 
TABLET...? 
 
repairs and upgrades 
telephone support 
virus removal  
one-to-one training 
computer ‘crash’ recovery 
anti-virus & anti-spyware 
installation 
……in fact any computer or tablet 
help you need 
 
 

       phil@philgamble.co.uk 
  01669 620457 07815 463140 

 

 
 
 

Regular services ensure safe use of your 
boiler, improve its efficiency, hence 

reduce your fuel bill. If you would like 
your boiler serviced and keep warm in 

the winter, please contact: 

 

Coquetdale Boiler Services 

 

Oil Fired Boilers Serviced & Repaired 
Oil Tanks Supplied and Fitted 

 
Tel: 01669620716 

Mob: 07970808056 
Email: michaelrickaby@yahoo.co.uk 

 
 
 OFTEC Reg. No. 27118 
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Hedgeley Parish Council  

HEDGELEY PC ARE TO COMMENT on proposals regarding speeding on the A697 from 

Heighley Gate to Cornhill • A survey of signposts within the parish has been carried out, 

indicating that 30% of signs need attention • The PC is to take over maintenance of the 

community garden • The Local Development Framework document from 

Northumberland County Council is available for comment, any member of the public can 

view it and comment via the County Council website • There is currently a co-option 

vacancy for a Cllr, interested parties can apply in writing to the address below • If anyone 

has accurate information regarding persons lost in war, would you please forward details 

to the address below: the PC is interested in erecting a memorial plaque in the Breamish 

Hall. 

Claire Miller, Clerk, 14 Addycombe Close, Rothbury NE65 7QF 

hedgeleyparishcouncil@hotmail.co.uk 
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Plantastic 

IN WINTER OUR GARDENS are largely 

dormant and keen gardeners will start 

planning for the next growing season. But, 

for some of us, future planning involves 

semi-despairing thoughts about how to 

deal with our persistent weeds. 

 

Two of these weeds have root and 

rhizome systems that grow straight down 

to great depths and from which the plants 

can continuously regenerate, which makes 

them almost impossible to get rid of. 

Ground Elder (Aegopodium podograria) 

(above) is a relative of Cow Parsley. 

There’s quite a big patch in the verge of 

the A697 going south out of Powburn. In 

gardens it can be very invasive and there 

are records of its roots going down more 

than 30 feet, so you can’t just dig it out. All 

you can do is to remove the leaves 

whenever they appear so that eventually 

it becomes exhausted and weakened. Of 

course, if some of it is also growing the 

other side of your fence, even that isn’t 

going to solve the problem!  

Then there’s Field 

Horsetail (Equisetum 

arvense). I defy anyone 

to claim that this coarse 

horsetail is attractive. I 

doubt if even Jimmy 

Givens could use it in a 

flower arrangement at 

the Powburn Show! In early spring, shoots 

appear that have ‘cones’ on top which 

contain the spores. Then, a couple of 

months later, the green shoots appear. 

Some people have taken to calling them 

‘Lego plants’ because you can pull them 

apart at the joints and then push them 

together again. They are very rough 

because they have crystals of silica in 

them. Another horsetail, called Dutch 

Rush, is so rough that it was used to scour 

saucepans. At least Ground Elder has 

flowers. The horsetails are allied to the 

ferns, so they don’t even have that 

redeeming feature.   

 

Last, the shadiest, wettest parts of your 

garden may see the soil being covered 

with plants called Liverworts. The two 
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commonest are Marchantia and Lunularia 

(there aren’t any English names). You may 

not mind them being there but if you do 

the problem is that they tend to break if 

you try to pull them free of the surface. 

So, every time you want to get rid of them 

you end up having to skim off the surface 

of your topsoil. You may have introduced 

them with plants you’ve bought from 

garden centres…so check those pots!

 

   
Marchantia with circular  

spore cups 
Marchantia with female 
reproductive structures 

Lunularia with half-moon 
spore cups 

 

 

 

  

 Richard Poppleton 
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Bolton Chapel remembers Flodden 

 

9 SEPTEMBER 2013 marked the 500th anniversary of the Battle of 
Flodden – the largest battle fought between England and 
Scotland. It led to the death of 15,000 Scottish and English 
soldiers and 100 noblemen. In addition, the Scottish King, James 
IV, was also killed: becoming the last monarch from the British 
Isles to die in battle. 
 
Bolton Village played an important part in this historic event. The 
English army of some 26,000 men led by Thomas Howard, Earl of 
Surrey, marched from Newcastle to Bolton via Alnwick on 5 
September 1513. Surrey and his army camped for the night on 
marshy ground near Bolton known as The Guards. Together with 
his nobles, he pledged at Bolton Chapel that they would defeat 
the Scots or die in the field. They took Holy Communion in the 
chancel then marched north on 6 September to battle.  

 
On the weekend of 7-8 September 2013 we decorated the 

chapel with floral displays and served refreshments to our 

many visitors. We had a constant flow of people, some local, 

others from far afield. They were able to read about the 

history of the chapel on the new information boards designed 

by Mrs Ann Young. The event culminated in a well-attended 

Songs of Praise on Sunday evening.  

Thank you to everyone who helped to make this event a 
success. Over £560 was raised for Bolton Chapel funds 
...and put Bolton Chapel back on the map!  
 
Further details: 
Details of a download link for a phone app are available in the church porch. 
See www.flodden1513.com for details of other events in the area.  
 
 Rosie Smith 

  
Help us get your newsletter out to the whole parish. 
Do you know a neighbour who hasn’t received a copy? If so, please let us know:  

 rich.titlington@btinternet.com  01665 578346 

 Greystone Cottage, Titlington Mount, Alnwick NE66 2EA 
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Recipes for success 

Christmas Pudding  

[Makes two medium sized puddings.] 

4oz butter, roughly grated, or vegetable suet  
4oz soft brown sugar  
2oz fresh breadcrumbs  
4oz currants 2oz dried apricots, chopped 
4oz raisins Juice of ½ lemon 
4oz sultanas Grated rind of ½ orange 
4oz chopped mixed peel Pinch of Allspice and ground mace 
2oz citron peel, chopped Pinch salt (optional) 
2oz prunes, chopped 4oz flaked almonds 
2 large free-range eggs  4oz, wholemeal or white flour 
3oz grated carrot  
4oz grated cooking apple  
1tsp each of mixed spice, cinnamon and ground nutmeg 

1-2 tablespoon brandy, made up to ¼ pt with milk, or ¼ pt stout, or ale, or milk as preferred 

 

• Mix together all the ingredients, except the eggs, in a very large bowl. Stir well. 

• Cover with a cloth and leave overnight in a cool place. Beat the eggs, add and stir 
well. 

• Put the mixture into two good-sized basins (allow for rising), which has been well 
greased and lined, with a circle of greaseproof paper in the base. Cover well with 
greaseproof paper and foil or cloth, firmly tied on with string, making a loop over the 
top for easier handling. Boil for eight hours on a gentle heat, checking water levels. 
Cool, remove all the coverings. When cold, replace with dry coverings and store until 
Christmas. Boil again for 1½ hours on Christmas day, and serve with brandy butter, 
custard or white sauce.  

 
 

Uncooked Cranberry Relish  

NB: Make two days ahead or the berries will not absorb enough sweetness. 

• Process or roughly chop ½lb fresh cranberries, adding 3oz sultanas towards the end. 

• Transfer to a bowl and stir in skinned, chopped segments of 1 orange, 3oz sugar, 4 
tablespoons warmed clear honey, ½ teaspoon ginger and 2oz chopped walnuts. 
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Mulled Claret  

1 bottle claret 
1 bottle port 
1 miniature Cointreau 
1 glass brandy 
1tsp mixed spice 
6 cloves 
Equal quantities to the above of boiling water 
Sugar to taste 
 
Put in a saucepan and bring to boiling point.  
Simmer and serve hot. 
 

Rum Punch 

1 bottle rum 
1 bottle brandy 
1tsp mixed spice 
6 cloves 
Equal quantities of boiling water to rum and brandy 
Sugar to taste 
 
Put in a saucepan and bring to boiling point. 
Simmer, strain and serve hot. 

Cider Cup 

1 flagon cider 
1 pint lemonade 
1 glass brandy 
1 tablespoon lemon juice cordial 
2 tablespoon sugar 
Mixed chopped fruit 
 
Put into a jug and serve cold. 
 

White Wine Cup 

1 litre bottle white wine 
1 glass brandy 
1 glass sherry 
1 glass gin 
1 tin peaches 
1 pint lemonade 
 
Mix in jug and serve cold. 

 
 
The above four punch recipes were creations of Jimmy Mack. His family very kindly let 

me include them in my Golden Jubilee recipe book. He was Sir Ralph Carr-Ellison's butler 

and he was renowned for his fruit punch. Try them...they're delicious! 

 May Wilson 

 

 

I edit two newsletters and I recently bought the Serif Page Plus software 

package to improve the quality of the publications. But, never having used 

anything other than MS Word before, I'm having real problems learning to use 

Page Plus. Is there anyone out there who uses it and might give me a couple of 

tutorials? I'd be happy to negotiate an appropriate fee. If you can help please 

contact Richard Poppleton on 01665 578346 rich.titlington@btinternet.com.  

HELP 

WANTED 
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Befriending Breamish Hall 

 

WE LIVE IN A WORLD OF FRIENDS: at the 

click of a button you can add a friend or 

follow your favourite celebrity. But what 

about buildings? The Breamish Hall is not 

just any building: it is your village hall, our 

village hall.  

Moving into a new village, finding that 

there is a village hall is, well, reassuring. It 

speaks of community, fun and 

togetherness. This is somewhere for you 

and your family to be a part of things, or 

maybe just to be happy in the knowledge 

that it is there for others. 

Thanks to the determination of May 

Wilson, her committee and volunteers, 

our hall is recovering from the institutional 

green paintwork of a bygone era and is 

beginning to sport beautiful new deep 

plums and warm creams throughout. Its 

structure and utilities are on their way to 

being restored to pleasing and durable 

standards, but there is still some way to go 

before it's complete. 

There are many local special interest 

groups that meet in the hall, and we have 

taken pride in being able to offer 

reasonable rents to support these 

activities. However, in recent years, some 

groups have declined and some of our 

other sources of funding have become 

more scarce, in a time when everything 

else is becoming more expensive. Which is 

where you come in...We are looking for 

Friends of the Breamish Hall. 

In return for a regular donation of £5 per 

month, you'll get free entry to all our 

events and the opportunity to support 

your village hall with a small but regular 

income stream.  

If you'd like to support this initiative, 

please contact: May (Chair) 01665 578576 

Mary (Treasurer) 01665 578499 or Dean 

(Vice Chair) 01665578306 

 
 Gillian Hogg

  

The Breamish Hall 
is not just any 

building: it is your 
village hall, our 

village hall. 
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Bolton Village Hall Activities 

 

IT HAS BEEN A BUSY AUTUMN at Bolton 

Village Hall. On 18 October the annual 

Harvest Supper, organised by Marjorie 

Frater and her band of helpers, was well 

attended and raised funds for Bolton 

Chapel. As usual the range and quality of 

the deserts, following the ham and 

salads, was a delight to behold and taste. 

This popular event always attracts regular 

visitors from outside the parish. 

One week later the hall committee hosted 

an Italian Evening where guests could 

sample a selection of wines from different 

regions of Italy. We began with five white 

wines to taste followed by five red.  

Each was introduced by Ugo Baglioni from 

Como and everyone judged the very 

generous samples before voting for their 

preferred wine at the end of the evening. 

A variety of hot pizza and cheese with 

biscuits were served in the interval and 

enjoyed by all. Many thanks to Richard 

and Silvia Gee for being the inspiration 

and chief organisers of this very successful 

event. It was requested that this could 

become a regular occasion focusing on 

wine from different parts of the world. 

Some readers may have seen Bolton 

Village Hall on television in connection 

with the ongoing fire at Thrunton. There 

were two meetings involving the residents 

of Thrunton and the outside agencies that 

are monitoring the incident. The first was 

called by councillor John Taylor. The follow 

up meeting was also attended by Sir Alan 

Beith. Both meetings are reported to have 

been a success with decisions and 

progress being made. 

On 23 November there was a ceilidh with 

pooled supper. By popular demand this 

event is to be repeated in spring 2014. Pat 

and John Herriman also host a regular 

dance on the second Saturday of each 

month. They focus on ballroom, sequence 

and other older styles of dance. All are 

welcome to attend this event which runs 

...come and 

support our 

events, 

newcomers 

are made very 

welcome! 
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from 8.00-11.30pm. Again, it is a pooled 

supper and people bring their own drinks 

with tea and coffee being provided in the 

interval. 

Other regular events at the hall include 

keep fit and expressive dancing.  

The committee is currently looking into 

applying to the National Lottery Fund for 

grant aid to update the heating system of 

the hall. As well as the spring ceilidh there 

is to be a quiz in the spring. Do come and 

support our events, newcomers are made 

very welcome! It all happens at Bolton 

Village Hall (as seen on TV!) so look out for 

our posters on your notice boards. 

The hall is available to hire for parties, 

meetings and other occasions. For hire 

charges and availability please contact 

Pat Herriman on 01665 574623. 

 Jen Armstrong 

 

Community website 

www.powburn.com 

IN APRIL 2013 WE SET UP a website to promote the Stop 

Speeding! Campaign led by Powburn resident Robbie Burn 

(see p.19 of this issue for an update). Since then it's grown 

into a community website aimed at promoting Powburn, the 

Breamish Valley and the numerous local attractions. 

We've been developing a What's On? section to advertise 

local events. To date, these have focussed mainly on what's 

taking place in Powburn Village. However, we're now looking to promote events taking 

place elsewhere in Hedgeley Parish. So, if you want to advertise a Harvest Supper, a 

wine-tasting evening or similar, please contact me. You can do this either through the 

online form or by directly emailing me at graham@powburn.com.  

Whilst it's still in its infancy, the site does have information about some local businesses, 

community services such as the mobile library, information on where to stay, etc. Too 

much to mention here. Why not take a look at www.powburn.com? If you have any 

suggestions on what could be included please feel free to get in touch. 

Oh...and you can download back copies of Cheviot Views newsletter from the site! 

 Graham Williamson  
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Robbie Burn 
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Culture & fun in Alnwick! 

BAILIFFGATE MUSEUM & GALLERY 

(bailiffgatemuseum.co.uk) is a small 

independent museum that proudly 

celebrates the history of Alnwick and the 

stories of our local heritage. Over three 

floors are displays and interactive 

activities, films, music and song, a history 

discovery area, and evocative images of 

the past. The upstairs gallery has changing 

exhibitions which showcase local history, 

arts and crafts. Whilst we are currently 

closed for a major refurbishment (until our 

re-launch in Feb 2014) there are still 

opportunities to get involved and enjoy 

being part of a lively team of volunteers 

who run all aspects of our award-winning 

visitor attraction in Alnwick.  

Join us: Bring your children and 

grandchildren to Museum Tots sessions. 

Enjoy poetry evenings. Become a Friend of 

Bailiffgate.  

Volunteer: You’ll be part a team of 

friendly, interesting and interested 

individuals in a museum recognised as one 

of the 25 best places in the country for 

early years children. You’ll enjoy working 

in a beautiful, historic Grade 2 listed 

building. There are lots of opportunities… 

• welcome our 10,000 visitors and look 
after a small shop selling books, cards, 
DVDs and gifts 

• promote our rich and diverse range of 
community projects and events using 
your marketing and social media skills  

• transfer our wonderful collection 
online using the latest museum 
software. If you enjoy work that 
needs attention to detail help digitise 
our photographs and collections. 
Work with a friend looking at some 
interesting times past! 

• and we need a trustee with a legal 
background 

If you’d like to help Bailiffgate bring the 

past into the present, contact Carol or 

Vivien 01665 605847 

ask@bailiffgatemuseum.co.uk  
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A history of Crawley Tower 

THE ANCIENT NAME OF CRAWLEY was 

Caer-law, or Crawlawe, signifying the 

‘fortified hill’. Appropriately, the most 

significant historic landmark remaining 

today at Crawley is Crawley Tower, a 

scheduled monument and a grade 2* 

listed building, consisting of a medieval 

Pele tower surrounded by fortified 

buildings. These stand on top of a steep 

hill immediately to the East of Powburn, 

positioned with fine views of the Cheviot 

Hills and the length of the Breamish 

Valley. 

The early history of the site of Crawley 

Tower remains uncertain. The tower 

stands at the SW corner of a square set of 

earthworks consisting of banks and 

ditches. These earthworks led the 

antiquarian John Smart, writing in 1822, to 

name it as the site of the Roman camp 

Alauna amnis, and Henry MacLauchlin, 

writing in 1852, regarded the earthworks 

as Roman. However, these were simply 

the views of two antiquarians who were 

speculating about the history of the site, 

and the attribution as Alauna amnis has 

been discredited since it was based on an 

old manuscript (The Description of Britain) 

that historians believe to have been faked 

by its discoverer Charles Bertram. It is also 

possible to suggest that, rather than being 

Roman, the earthworks were an outer 

bailey created for the fortified buildings 

that were built on the site in medieval 

times. Intriguingly though, whilst no 

explicit link to the Romans has been 

found, the ancient Britons usually 

distinguished the places where Roman 

camps had been by the name of Caer, that 

word signifying in their language a 

fortified place or castle, e.g. Carlisle, 

Cardiff, Caerleon. The word Law or Lawe 

comes from the Scots word for hill. Thus, 

the name Crawley itself, via the ancient 

name of Caer-law, may be suggestive of 

Roman activity having taken place on this 

site. 

Crawley lies in the manor of Hedgeley. 

Early records show that Hedgeley was 

owned by King Henry I (1100-1135) and 
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state that he granted the manor to a 

certain Hamo. The next Lord of the Manor 

was ‘Winnoc the hunter’, who was living 

c.1106-1116. Before the end of Henry I’s 

reign, the manor was granted to Gospatric 

II of Edlingham (who later became the Earl 

of Dunbar). This grant again was 

confirmed by King Stephen in 1135, with 

the lordship also containing the manors of 

Beanley, Brandon, Branton, Harehope, 

Titlington, the three Middletons, Horsley, 

Roddam, Ritton, Stanton, Windygates, 

Long Witton and Nether Witton. 

In about 1269 or soon after, Sir Walter of 

Edlingham granted Crawley to John the 

Clerk of Middleton. In 1312, Michael, son 

of John the Clerk of Middleton, sold 

Crawley to Sir Roger Heron of Ford. 

Crawley Tower became the seat of the 

Heron family. In 1343, Sir John Heron was 

granted a licence to erect a four-storey 

tower at Crawley. A licence to crenellate 

was granted by Edward III to Sir John 

Heron “for his tower at Crawelawe” in 

November 1343. Occupation and later 

ownership passed to John Heron, an 

illegitimate son, in the late 1400s. Though 

the tower was ruinous by 1541, it 

continued in John Heron’s family until 

1683, when Crawley was sold. It passed 

through several owners until 1780, when 

it was owned by Sir Francis Blake of 

Fowberry Tower. It was later purchased by 

William Hargrave and added to his 

Shawdon estate. In 1931, Crawley Tower 

was sold with the rest of Crawley Farm to 

Captain J.C. Carr-Ellison of Hedgeley Hall, 

Northumberland. Crawley Tower remains 

in the ownership of the Carr-Ellison family 

to the present day. It can be viewed from 

the public road but is not open to the 

public. 

Notes: 
Crawley Tower is at OS Grid Reference 
NU0616. Source references for this article 
can be found at www.powburn.com 
 
 
 Mike Smith 
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What’s on? 

 

Burns Supper 
25 January 2014, 7:30pm 
Breamish Hall, Powburn 

 

Haggis, neeps & tatties 
Music & mirth 

 

£10 per ticket 
 

Phone: Mary 01665 578499 
 May 01665 578576 

 Alnwick & District Choral Society 
presents 

A  
CELEBRATION 

OF CHRISTMAS 
in carols old and new 

with audience participation 

conducted by Peter Brown 
 

St Paul’s Church, Alnwick 
Sunday 15 December 2013; 7.30pm 

£9 (£8 concessions) at the door 
 

QUIZ NIGHT 
1 March 2014 

Breamish Hall, Powburn 

 LOCAL FOOD & CRAFT DAY 
12 April 2014 

Breamish Hall, Powburn 
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Traffic calming and speed control 

FOLLOWING ON from 

the responses at the 

public meeting held 

in spring 2013 in The 

Plough Inn, I have 

been working over 

the summer with 

County Highways to 

agree a set of proposals for traffic calming 

through Powburn Village. I presented the 

following at Hedgeley Parish Council on 2 

December 2013. 

There will be two new Solar Powered 

Speed Indicators: one to be sited at the 

entry to the village, just before the Old 

Police House, and one to be sited near to 

Breamish Hall. 

The existing VMS Speed Monitor currently 

sited at the entrance to the village – from 

Crawley Dene – to be moved and sited up 

the High Powburn road. 

The cost of this equipment and installation 

is about £8,000 and will be funded from 

my Member's Capital Scheme Fund. At a 

later date we will try to site another unit 

at the north end of the village on the 

A697. 

Again, following on from the meeting at 

The Plough Inn, we have taken account of 

the majority of the suggestions put 

forward that can be fitted in to the County 

Highways Road Maintenance budget. 

 Councillor John Taylor 

 

Signs of the times 
As a little girl climbed onto Santa's lap, Santa 

asked the usual, 'And what would you like for 

Christmas?' 

The child stared at him open mouthed and 

horrified for a minute, then gasped, 'Didn't 

you get my E-mail?' 

 

A man went to a butcher's and saw that the 

turkeys were 99p a pound. He said to the 

butcher, 'Do you raise them yourself?' 

'Of course I do,' the butcher replied. 'They 

were only 50p a pound this morning!' 

It was just before Christmas and the 

magistrate was in a happy mood. He asked the 

prisoner who was in the dock, 'What are you 

charged with?' 

The prisoner replied, 'Doing my Christmas 

shopping too early.' 

'That's no crime', said the magistrate. 'Just 

how early were you doing this shopping?' 

'Before the shop opened', answered the 

prisoner. 
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Canon’s comments 

I WAS WATCHING A TV programme 

recently which was exploring the history 

of the American Musical from the early 

20th Century onwards and 

acknowledging the part played by Jewish 

composers and lyricists. The 

commentary on the programme was 

linking the social context of much of 

their work and also their ability to explore the position of the person who was seen by 

many people in society to be different. This reminded me of the haunting song from the 

musical South Pacific which explores the emotions of the young white lieutenant who 

falls in love with the Polynesian girl. He sings as he examines his previous beliefs, “You 

have got to be carefully taught before it is too late to hate all the people your family 

hate; you have got to be carefully taught.” He is suddenly accepting that the list of those 

‘we should hate’ is leant early in life but that there does come a time when we must 

each challenge those stereotypes. When I reflect on the mystery of the Christmas Story, 

it is all about challenging those stereotypes. We hear of a homeless couple, in a strange 

place, finding shelter in a cave or a stable, and then the birth of a child. The first visitors, 

the shepherds, were individuals accepted by society rather than welcomed, and then 

came the wise men or magi who were foreigners. It is certainly not tinsel and glitter. The 

churches in our area will celebrate as they always have done the arrival of the new born 

king, but they will also recognise that his arrival carries with it the challenge to love our 

neighbours as we hope that others will love us.  

 
 Jim Robertson 
 
 

 

 

 

EDITOR: Graham Williamson, 3 Crawley Dene, Powburn NE66 4HA Tel: 07969 133201 
Email: graham@powburn.com 

Cheviot Views is produced quarterly. Back copies from www.powburn.com 

The Cheviot Views Committee would like to thank everyone for their support during 

2013, especially our local business advertisers. We'd like to take this opportunity to wish 

you all... 

A very merry Christmas and a happy New Year! 

 


