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ISSUE 13 The Newsletter for Hedgeley Parish    August 2013 

 

TOO FAST FOR OUR SAFETY 

 

On 1st February 24 people gathered in 

The Plough in Powburn to discuss the 

longstanding problem of speeding 

traffic on the A697 in the village.  

Our County Councillor John Taylor 

was there, together with 

representatives from Northumbria 

Police and the Special Constabulary. 

The possible solutions that were 

discussed were Police enforcement 

and what is called “Build it Out”.  This 

refers to ways of visually or 

physically making the road slower.  

For either or both of these to happen 

there must be a clear demonstration 

that there really is a problem.  The 

only way of achieving this is for there 

to be a properly conducted Speed 

Survey. 

Meanwhile PC Phil Jack advised that 

the criteria for installing a speed 

camera have not been met.  There has 

neither been a fatal accident nor 

three serious accidents in the last 

three years, so we can’t have a 

camera.  Presumably this ignores the 

fatal collision between a car and a 

motorbike outside Hedgeley Services 

a few years ago, as well as the 

IF YOU CARE ABOUT SPEEDING IN POWBURN 

come to the public meeting at The Plough on FRIDAY 15th March at 7.00 pm 
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situation where a lorry overturned 

and embedded itself in 

the front of the Lodge at 

Breamish House in 2004. 

The major concerns are:  

● speeding in both the 

30mph and 40mph zones; 

● dangerous overtaking;  

● vehicles on the wrong 

side of the road on the 

bends; ● southbound vehicles turning 

right dangerously into the Glanton 

road;  ● lack of a safe crossing point 

for pedestrians.  

A range of suggested solutions were 

discussed, not least the idea of a pair 

of average speed cameras at the two 

ends of the village. 

Robbie Burn is a retired 

policeman who has lived in 

Powburn for 4 years.  He 

had organised the meeting 

and it was agreed that he 

would write formally to 

Councillor Taylor setting 

out the concerns and 

suggested solutions.  John 

Taylor would then take 

this letter to his monthly Multi-

Agency area meeting and Robbie Burn 

would also attend.  Robbie is also a 

gifted cartoonist and the cartoons in 

this article are his. 

Councillor Taylor would then report 

back to a second meeting on 15th 

March to discuss what had been 

achieved and to see what 

further action local people 

could take. 

It is interesting to 

compare the current 

discussions with the 

following paragraph in the 

Hedgeley Parish Plan 

Review which was produced 

in 2009: 

The speed at which traffic passes 
through Powburn is of concern to 
many villagers.  Speeding is common in 
the 30 mph area of the village, and 
the 40 mph stretch to the North of 
the village is virtually ignored.  Many 
methods of speed control are 
suggested:  a speed camera, signs as 

if there was a camera, and 
more frequent police 
enforcement, amongst 
others.  Another 
suggestion is a traffic 
light controlled crossing, 
as has recently been 
installed in Longhorsley.  
This would make it safer 
for the children crossing 

the road to use the school buses. In 
addition it is thought the presence of 
the crossing itself would slow traffic 
down.  It is thought reducing the 40 
mph stretch to 30 mph would help 
protect those who live at the North 
of the village. 
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OUR COMMITTEE 
Cheviot Views can only be produced 

because there is a group of local 

people who are willing to work to make 

it happen.  We started with a 

committee of eight, but for various 

reasons that number had reduced by 

this January to just three.  So we’ve 

done a bit of ‘headhunting’ and arm-

twisting and we’ve added some new 

blood.  Our new membership is: 

Alec Burns (Powburn) – Chairman ; 

Richard Poppleton (Titlington Mount) 

– Secretary & Treasurer; May 

Wilson (Powburn); Jen Armstrong 

(Bolton); Robbie Burn (Powburn); 

Graham Williamson (Powburn); Dean 

Wilkinson (Powburn); Alison Smith 

(Powburn). 

BREAMISH HALL 

TABLES 
It wasn’t all that long ago that the 

Breamish Hall bought a number of new 

tables for use in the Hall.  Now two of 

the smaller tables have disappeared.  

This has happened in the past few 

weeks. 

If you have borrowed these tables or 

you know where they are could you 

please ensure they are returned to 

the Hall.  Or contact May Wilson 

(01665 578576 or 

wilson4hj@btinternet.com ) to let her 

know where they may be. 

 
 

 

mailto:wilson4hj@btinternet.com
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PLANTASTIC 
By the time you get this 

newsletter it will be early spring 

and the wild plant ‘season’ should 

be getting going.  When the 

Powburn Community Garden was 

created as a wild flower garden we 

planted a range of meadow plants, 

courtesy of Sean Hackett from 

the National Park.  Now that we’ve 

had several growing seasons it 

would be interesting to look for 

evidence of what has survived 

from those original plantings. 

 

In the very first issue of Cheviot 

Views I featured Yellow-rattle 

which had been deliberately sown 

to try to slow down the growth of 

the coarse grasses and I have 

little doubt that there will still be 

plenty of that around.  But we also 

planted a couple of interesting 

species that I hope will have 

survived. 

 

The first is Yellow Iris (Iris 
pseudacorus).  Given the very wet 

year in 2012 there is a chance that 

some of these will still be in 

evidence in the patch near the 

fenced-off underground burn by 

the conifer tree.  If they are 

there and if we get a wet spring 

there might even be some that will 

flower, just as they do in the wet 

ground beside the old railway line 

in Crawley Dene. 

 

Yellow Iris has a large 

underground rhizome, sword-

shaped leaves and showy yellow 

flowers that lack the ‘bearded’ 

effect that you find in many 

garden Irises.  Normally the 

flowers don’t start appearing until 

May, but the leaves are quite 

obvious forming their vertical 

clumps from early spring. 

 

The second plant is a hay meadow 

specialist, although it also grows in 

damp woodland, as its name 

suggests.  Wood Cranesbill 

(Geranium 
sylvaticum) 

can’t put up 

with too much 

competition 

from coarse 

grasses and its 

ability to 

survive in our Community Garden 
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won’t be certain.  There were a 

few plants visible last summer and 

it will be interesting to check again 

this year to see how they are 

doing.   

 

To be fair to Wood Cranesbill, 

early spring is really too early to 

find any real evidence of their 

presence - first flowering tends to 

be in June - but I hope that 

searching for these plants may 

encourage local people to go into 

the garden for reasons other than 

just to pass through with their 

dogs.  Most people will be familiar 

with the quite large Meadow 

Cranesbill which grows in our road 

verges giving good splashes of blue 

in the summer.  Wood Cranesbill is 

smaller and has flowers that are 

more 

reddish-

violet and 

more cup-

shaped.  

I’ve shown 

both 

species in 

the photos 

so you can see the difference 

between them (Wood on the 

previous page and Meadow above). 

 

 

SU FLETCHER 
When Cheviot Views was being planned in 2009 we were in need of an Editor – 

someone who would organise the content, put it all together on the computer 

and arrange to have it printed.  Su Fletcher from Powburn stepped up to the 

mark and she has filled that role with great skill and efficienc

y for the first 12 issues of the newsletter. 

 

But promotion at work and increasing pressures on her time have led to her 

decision to stand down.  The rest of the committee wish to express their 

gratitude to Su for all her work for Cheviot Views.  We are also grateful to 

Ian and their son Daniel for giving up their time to hand deliver the 

newsletters to properties in Powburn and nearby.  We hope that if you know 

Su and her family you will add your thanks when you see them around.
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OF THIS PARISH …. 
 

There are several themes that run 

through the life of Mary Pinder 

who lives in Bolton:  teaching; art, 

design and fashion; derelict 

houses; caravans; Cornwall; the 

church.  I hope that as you read on 

you will realize that perhaps the 

biggest theme of all is 

Maurice, her husband. 
 

They met when both 

were students in 

Leeds, Mary at the 

College of Art and 

Maurice at the College 

of Clothing 

Technology.  Mary was 

young and not a little 

naïve and when faced 

for the first time with 

the nude male model in 

the Life Drawing class 

she didn’t know where to look. 
 

Back in the 1950s things were not 

as they are in today’s world.  What 

young woman today would put up 

with staying in digs where the 

landlady insisted her tenant was 

responsible for regular cleaning of 

the bath and the brass taps? 
 

She remembers that her first 

date with Maurice was supposed to 

be to the local dance hall, but the 

doormen wouldn’t let him in.  They 

said “we’ve got enough lads in 

already – she can come in but you 

can’t!”.  So they went to the 

cinema to watch Alan Ladd in The 

Black Knight instead. 
 

While Maurice did his 

National Service with 

the RAF – sitting for 

two years in a big shed 

supposedly dealing with 

requisitions for aircraft 

spare parts – Mary did a 

year’s fairly traumatic 

teaching at Buckingham 

Secondary School.  She 

then moved to 

Shrewsbury School of 

Art to run their 

Department of Fashion – 

not bad going at such a 

young age. 
 

Another telling sign of the times 

was that Maurice applied to teach 

Fashion and Textiles at 

Loughborough College of Art.  He 

got the job, but the appointments 

board stipulated that he must be 

married before he took up post.  

Mary had been living with her 

Mum, so the tow of them left 

Shrewsbury in a hurry to join 

Maurice in Loughborough so Mary 



9 

 

could get married.  Mary was an 

only child and her father had died 

when she was young, so her Mum 

lived with her and Maurice all their 

married life until she died in 1989.  

Mary managed to get a part time 

job teaching at the Girls’ High 

School and between them they 

found time to open a fashion shop 

in the town, selling brands like 

Jaeger and Aquascutum, which 

they ran for five years. 
 

What about derelict houses and 

caravans I hear you ask?  We’re 

coming to those!  In the 60s 

Maurice moved to a job at 

Newcastle College of Art.  After 

some persuasion Mary agreed to 

join him.  They bought a derelict 

house in Whickham, plus a caravan 

which they lived in while they did 

the house up.  They also started 

another business in an asbestos 

shed, selling fabrics by the yard.  

Eventually, after various 

arguments with the planning 

authorities, they converted the 

asbestos shed into a new building 

with a flat above.  Mary took 

temporary teaching posts and then 

landed a job teaching mature 

students how to teach.  But sadly 

this was the era of ‘rationalisation’ 

in the College world in Newcastle 

and there was lots of trauma for 

staff and students as colleges 

merged and eventually became 

Newcastle Polytechnic. 
 

Meanwhile they began a lifelong 

love of Cornwall where they have 

holidayed for 40 years.  While 

staying near Mousehole they saw a 

derelict cowshed and decided to 

buy it and convert it into a house.  

Maurice knew a good builder in 

North Shields and he persuaded 

him to go down to Cornwall and live 

in a caravan on site while he did 

the conversion.  They used to 

phone each other weekly, using 

public phone boxes – no mobiles in 

the 70s.  All the building materials 

were bought in the North East and 

transported down to Cornwall in a 

vast wagon.  It left Washington 

Services at 8.00am and a national 

transport strike began at 10.00am 

that same day.  Fortunately the 

unions had said that anything 

already on the move could 

complete its journey, so weeks of 

delay were avoided by a whisker. 
 

By 1980 Mary and Maurice decided 

that where they lived in Whickham 

was becoming too busy with 

traffic.  Mary didn’t drive and 

their respective places of work 

involved long trips twice daily.  So 

they made two decisions – to 

retire as soon as they could and to 

find somewhere different to live.  

They tried to buy Bridge House in 
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Warkworth, but were gazumped at 

the last moment.  Then they saw 

the derelict stable block (it still 

had horses in it) by the Hall in 

Bolton.  At the time a new 

bungalow was being built across 

the drive and they were impressed 

with the local builder.  So they 

persuaded him to do the stable 

block conversion.  This was 

finished and they moved in in 1986.  

It had been a toss-up between 

moving to the converted cowshed 

in Cornwall and staying in the 

North East.   Northumberland won, 

not least because the Cornish 

house was really quite small and it 

would have been 

hard to 

accommodate 

both of them 

plus Mary’s Mum 

and her Auntie 

who was also 

living with them 

at this stage 
 

Once installed in Bolton, Mary 

finally decided she had to learn to 

drive.  She tried to find teaching 

work, but there was really nothing 

available in her area of expertise 

and when she tried to apply for 

other jobs, such as domestic work, 

she was always regarded as over-

qualified.  However she then 

spotted an advertisement for a 

post with the Pre-School Playgroup 

organization and for two years 

worked with these very young 

children in various parts of North 

Northumberland and for very little 

money. 
 

Mary was brought up as a 

Methodist, but with no local 

Methodist church she became 

quite involved with the church at 

Whittingham and in Bolton Chapel.  

She’s a member of the Parochial 

Church Council and helps with the 

Whittingham Sunday School and in 

various other ways.  She also gives 

talks to local groups such as WIs.   

 

So, Mary Pinder has 

had an eventful life 

and one shaped, in 

part, by the social 

requirements of the 

times.  She still 

enjoys going to Art 

galleries when the 

opportunity arises 

and she has developed a love of 

the natural environment – but for 

someone who was a confirmed 

‘townie’ she has fully adapted to 

rural life, although she admits that 

full-time domesticity doesn’t really 

suit her. 

 
Mary and Maurice Pinder were in 

conversation with Richard Poppleton 
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RECIPES FOR SUCCESS 
Vinegar Cake   Traditionally vinegar was added to the cake, with bicarbonate 

of soda and milk as the raising agent when hens stopped laying and eggs were 
scarce at certain times of the year. 
 
8oz margarine (If on a dairy free/vegan diet use soya margarine and milk) 

½ pt milk 

1lb plain flour                      1lb mixed fruit 

8oz light brown sugar          1 tsp bicarbonate of soda 

3 tablespoon malt vinegar 

 

1. Grease & line a 9” round cake tin. 

2. Rub the margarine into the flour & add the fruit & 

sugar 

3. Sprinkle the bicarbonate of soda into the milk, add the vinegar & mix.  THIS 

WILL FROTH UP 

4. While it is foaming mix well into the dry ingredients. 

5. Pour into the tin & bake at 150oC until golden & firm to the touch. 

6. Cool in the tin for 30 minutes before tipping onto a cooling wire. 
 

Singing Hinnies   When the fat melts during baking, it sizzled on the hot 

griddle and was thought to be singing.  It is told that a housewife was baking this 
scone for tea and on being asked by her children if it was ready, her reply was 
“No it’s still singing hinny” .  Hinny is a dialect version 
of ‘honey’, and is used as a term of affection. 
  

1 lb self raising flour   3oz lard 

3oz butter   4oz caster sugar     

3 oz currants     2 eggs 

¼ pt milk 

 

1. In a mixing bowl rub the fat into the flour. Add the other ingredients. 

2. Mix to a soft dough with the milk and egg. 

3. Roll out and cut into rounds 1" thick. 

4. Cook for 7-8 min each side on a griddle or in the oven. 

 

… May Wilson, Powburn 
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Regular activities at Bolton Village Hall 
 

[Up to date details awaited] 

Anyone wishing to book the hall for activities or birthday 

partiesmeetings etc should ring the treasurer Ken Robson 

on 01665 574043 
 

 
OUT AND 

ABOUT 

Bolton 

village Hall  
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TITLINGTON LANE 
 

Anyone locally who has used Titlington 

Lane in the last year or more will know 

how bad the situation is when there 

has been heavy rain.  The ditch 

system, which has not been 

maintained for many years, has not 

worked so that all the run-off from 

the fields has simply flowed down the 

road.  This has made the verges very 

dangerous for cars and in places even 

to 4x4s and the road edges have 

started to crumble. 

 

In January a letter was sent to 

county Highways about the situation 

and in mid-February work on this 

problem was made a priority from the 

very small budget set aside for 

ditching works.  The ‘gang’ of two who 

came to do the work were faced with 

sections of ditch that have so much 

undergrowth – trees in some cases – 

that it was almost impossible to clear 

them.  But they really did do their 

best and it now remains to be seen, 

when we next have severe rain, how 

successful their efforts have been.  

Thanks are due to County Highways 

for having given priority to this and to 

Councillor John Taylor for his 

support. 

 

The top two photos show a couple of the ditches before the work and below a 

couple (admittedly different ones) afterwards. 
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THE WOOLER CHARITY SHOP 2013 
 

In support of “HIM at HOME” via 

PROSTATE CANCER UK, and “HER 

ABROAD” at Hamlin Fistula Hospital 

in Ehiopia. We shall be selling 

ANYTHING LEGAL, and in good 

saleable condition, during the last 

week in MAY and the first week in 

JUNE. 
 

What WE NEED is a LOT of WHAT 

you no longer need or want. 

ALL the money raised will be split 

50/50 between the two charities. 

In their different ways the Charities 

are using education to encourage 

recognition and early action, to 

prevent where possible and cure 

where necessary. Miracles can be 

helped to happen and we can all help. 

LIKE TO KNOW MORE?  About the 

Fistula Hospital, ring Beryl (01665 

578346). 

About Prostate Cancer UK, watch for 

the “SLEDGEHAMMER! Publicity – 

2013 is the year. 

“DROP INS” for DONATIONS of 

goods will be after Easter, dates to 

be announced. We can take small 

furniture which fits into a car or 

trailer; also electrical items, e.g. 

lamps, vacuum cleaners, etc., if in 

good working condition; but no TV 

sets, thank you. 

If you really cannot store, or for any 

other enquiries about this event, 

please ring Beryl and John at 01665 

574385. 

 

Whittingham Book Sale - In Support of the 

Parish Churches 
 

Saturday, May 11th in the 

Whittingham Memorial Hall - 

10.30am till Noon.   We provide a 

large, interesting selection of books 

to browse through, with plenty of 

variety to suit readers’ differing 

interests. If you have not been, why 

not come and see? 

 

The Hall is a very pleasant venue, 

REFRESHMENTS are 50p, and 

ENTRY is FREE. 

RAFFLE PRIZES will include a copy of 

“Whittingham Vale” by David “Dippie” 

Dixon (Two second hand copies of this 

were recently on sale in Barter Books 

for £46 each!). 

 

Need to make space on your shelves? 

Donations of books can be left in 

Whittingham Church, or for any 

enquiries ring Beryl on 01665 574385. 
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OUT & ABOUT – BREAMISH HALL, POWBURN 

AVAILABLE TO HIRE FOR 

PARTIES AND MEETINGS. ALL 

ENQUIRIES MARY WEALLANS 

01665 578499 

 Powburn Carpet Bowls  

September through to April for 

home matches & practice (Monday 

or Wednesday) 

If anyone is interested in joining 

or further information ring Pat 

01665603552 

   

Parish Council & Cheviot Views Group  John Taylor’s Council Surgeries 

   

Northumbrian Spinners 

First and third Monday every month, 

10.00am-3.00pm.  Further details 

ring 01669620207 

 Cheviot Canine group -  

first three Thursdays of every 

month, 7.00pm-8.30pm.  Contact 

Avril Knox 01670854123 for 

further details or pop into the 

class. 

   

Women’s Institute - second Tuesday evening of every month except August from 

7.00pm.  New members are always welcome for further details ring 

Jean 01665578254 

 

Fitness to Music 

Get fit - Get active - Improve mobility - Life style - Social Gathering & Interaction 

- All ages welcome          Every Monday - 10.30am - 11.30am - £5 per person 

“Sing with me" 

PRE-SCHOOL SINGING AND MUSIC SESSIONS 

Spend time with your little ones singing, playing musical instruments and making 

new friends.          First Session FREE 

For further details please contact: AVRIL HUNTLY   07772794872 

Email: avrilhuntly@googlemail.com 

mailto:avrilhuntly@googlemail.com

