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 ISSUE 11   The Newsletter for Hedgeley Parish   AUGUST 2012 
 

As you may know, our Editor, Su Fletcher, was badly thrown by her horse recently.  So if parts of 

this issue are less well put together than usual, it’s because an amateur has done it!  We wish Su well 

for a full recovery. 
 

POWBURN SHOW 
After a very wet day for the last two years on 

Powburn Show Day, we were blessed this year 

with a dry and sometimes – dare I say it – very 

hot one!  It really makes such a difference to 

any show if it is dry when the marquee is put 

up and on the day itself. 

 

We have had to cancel the show in the past 

due to the rain, once at the eleventh hour.  

Another cancellation was when Foot-and-Mouth 

hit the country – a year I do not wish to 

repeat.  Coming home at 10.00pm, having 

organized the industrial tent ready for the 

entries, only to receive a phone call that F&M 

was actively going around was very stressful.  

We were almost in shock and thought the 

phone call was a hoax until we turned on the TV 

to realize it was no joke and all shows were to 

be cancelled with immediate effect.  I spent 

until midnight trying to contact the judges to 

stop them making the journey. 

 

No such traumas this year, thank goodness.  

We could not have asked for a better day and 

everything seems to have gone well.  Gate 

takings were up, meaning more people to enjoy 

the day and to participate or just watch the 

activities around the field. 

 

The sheep 

classes were 

well supported 

as usual. It 

was a sad but 

momentous 

day for Arthur Balmbro who has stepped down 

from the Show 

Committee 

after 40 years 

service.  Major 

John Carr-

Ellison 

presented him 

with a Border 

Fine Arts 

figure of a 

collie dog gathering sheep, on behalf of the 

Committee.  Arthur has always been there to 

help with the assembling of the sheep pens and 

with the sheep classes themselves and the 

sheep-dog trials.  Unfortunately the sheep-

dogs trials, which are usually held on the 

weekend before the show, had to be cancelled 

due to bad weather.  Hopefully we shall be able 

to organize another date for that event. 

 

The Hill Race was popular as always with an 

increase of entrants this year.  About fifty 

runners braved the heat and there’s the 
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possibility of this being classed as a 

championship course. 

 

Pony Sports, the Dog Show and Children’s 

Sports are always well attended and this year 

was no exception.  A treat for the children was 

to have their photo taken with a real Olympic 

Torch, brought by Kirsty Hensleigh from 

Alnwick who had carried the torch in Duns. 

 

The poor summer weather of many weeks 

previously had an impact on the Horticultural 

and Garden Produce classes with fewer entries 

in some.  Well done to those who found flowers 

and vegetables to enter.  Being the first of the 

local area shows it’s a struggle to get some 

produce ready in time. 

 

A very varied craft tent proved popular.  It is 

always good to see first-hand some of these 

traditional crafts.  Some photos from the two 

tents are on the next page. 

 

The teas this year were provided by our 

committee members and friends.  Home made 

cakes and other goodies are always a treat and, 

ladies, you didn’t let us down!  A big thank you 

for your donations and help. 

 

We were pleased to have attractions of 

yesteryear by the Great Boxing Booth Revival 

who are only performing at selected shows in 

the county this year.  It was very good to see 

children getting involved and everyone enjoying 

the performances. 

 

Brian Burney’s “Daft as a Brush” charity, which 

transports cancer sufferers to and from their 

hospital appointments, were present in force 

and their stand made a very colourful splash.  

We hope they will have been pleased with the 

money they raised and perhaps attracted some 

new recruits. 

 

The Wrestling and the Terrier Show always 

draws crowds and did so again this year – those 

little terriers really go for it.  The Archery 

display provides a good excuse to have a go and 

next year they plan to have a larger event. 

 

Meanwhile we were entertained all day by live 

music from ‘Heads on the Block’ whose music is 

a pleasure to listen to. 

 

Thank you to everyone who helped to make the 

Show a big success.  We couldn’t do it without 

all the voluntary help given by both committee 

members and lots of others.  See you all next 

year! 

 
Text by Noreen Birnie, Most photos by Richard Poppleton
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The North Northumberland Hospice stall was run by Jen 

Armstrong and Rachel Morton. The Hospice holds many 

outdoor events during the summer and has a stall at 

several of the local village shows. The main aim is to 

present the various services that the Hospice has to offer 

the public. People are welcome to pick up leaflets and ask 

questions. 

The hospice is always ready to welcome new volunteers in a 

variety of roles so please talk to anyone wearing the yellow 

Hospice Care t-shirt or pick up the phone when you read 

this if you may be interested. 
 

 

Andy Smith’s bread stall is becoming a regular 

attraction at the Show and you can also find him at 

the monthly Farmers’ Market in Alnwick. 

 

Planks and Blanks from Durham had brought some 

fabulous rocking horses plus the wooden blanks that 

you can buy so you can try your hand at carving your 

own. 

 

 

Jimmy Givens claimed that the weather had been so bad that his 

sweet peas were awful this year.  Hmm!  He still managed to win two 

First Prizes with these displays.  And that doesn’t look like too bad 

a cabbage either. 

 

But the Best in Show award evaded Jimmy and was won by Mr B. 

Lockhart with his wonderful bowl of Begonias.  
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OF THIS PARISH ..... 
 

Marjorie Greshon – Powburn’s longest resident 
 

I’ve had to choose the wording of the heading 

carefully.  I was going to put “Powburn’s Oldest 
Resident” but that made Marjorie sound 

ancient – which she isn’t.  Marjorie Greshon 

was born Marjorie Hall in 19-- (I didn’t ask and 

she didn’t tell me!).  As far as she knows the 

only other long-term born and bred Powburners 

who still live in the village are Chris Robinson 

and Peter Johnson, but she says they are 

comparative youngsters. 

Her father, Robert, was 

the manager of the Co-op 

store where the Breamish 

Hall now stands, and the 

family lived next door in 

the manager’s house – 

Coquet Cottage, where Bill 

and Anna Smith now live. 

She went to school at 

Branton which in those days 

catered for all ages up to 

the leaving age of 14.  

When she left school 

Marjorie went to Morpeth 

to study shorthand and 

office skills at the 

Commercial College.  In the 

meantime her father had 

left the Co-op and moved 

the family from Coquet Cottage to The Plough 

which was a Vaux Brewery house.  Marjorie was 

still quite young and didn’t want to go – after 

all it was a move from one village (Hedgeley) to 

another (Powburn), even though we know it was 

only about 200 yards across the bridge.  She 

was eventually persuaded to go provided she 

could carry her doll with her.   

Mr Hall was the landlord at the Plough for 22 

years and when he retired in 1969 Marjorie 

took over the pub.  Her parents moved across 

the road to the two-storey house next door to 

Marjorie’s sister, Moira Brown and her 

husband, Jock.  

After college Marjorie took a job looking after 

a young child for a woman in the village, but 

soon moved on to a job that made good use of 

her office skills.  She trained with an opticians 

in Alnwick and then went to run the reception 

and office at the optician’s shop in Wooler.   

Meanwhile she had 

married Robert Norman 

Greshon (or ‘Hex’ as 

everyone knows him) in 

1957, which makes 2012 

their 55th anniversary.  

Hex originally worked on 

a farm, but he then began 

driving gravel lorries for 

Rytons, a job he kept 

until his retirement.  

They have two daughters, 

Valerie and Susan.  For 

several years Valerie 

worked at the Valuation 

Office in Alnwick until it 

closed, while Susan works 

part-time at Hedgeley 

Services and also runs a 

dog-grooming service.  

When I called to see 

Marjorie, Susan was doing unspeakable things 

to a Border Terrier which, as is the way with 

many of its breed, didn’t seem to be protesting 

too much. 

When Mr Hall first took the pub much of the 

passing trade consisted of cyclists coming to 

explore the Breamish Valley and there was at 

least one occasion when there were more than 

100 cycles parked in the pub car park.  At that 

time the blacksmith’s shop was still operating 

next to the pub and the railway was still in 

existence.  Passenger services had been 
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abandoned in 1930, but the goods trains still 

operated.  Sadly, quite soon after the awful 

winter of 1947 and major floods in 1948 and 

‘49 the line began to decline and by the time of 

the Coronation in 1953, it line closed 

altogether.  Marjorie can remember that local 

people were able to salvage firewood from the 

old sleepers when the rails were taken up. 

In the 40’s and 50’s many people didn’t have 

telephones, but the pub had one which was 

therefore used as the emergency line.  Many 

houses also didn’t have bathrooms and some 

people used to take soap and a towel to the 

Breamish by the bridge and use it as an 

unofficial bath – a bit cold though!  There was 

a small garage where Hedgeley Services is now 

and Marjorie can remember cadging old tyre 

inner tubes to use for swimming in the river. 

When Marjorie took over the pub she 

remembers the times with affection.  The 

Plough was very much the centre of the village.  

There were fancy dress events and the pub 

had five darts teams – three for the men and 

two for the women.  The Parish Council held its 

meetings there, as did the Show Committee 

and the Special Constables, a group which 

certainly included Bobbie Blain from West 

Hedgeley and Willie Brown from Titlington 

Mount.  The pub offered soup and sandwiches 

and also took B&B residents.  These were often 

working men employed in forestry and pipeline 

work.  Then there was the monthly pensioners’ 

luncheon club, although that gradually dwindled 

as members died (of natural causes, not the 

pub’s pie & peas!). 

By 1995, after 26 years in charge, Marjorie 

was ready to retire.  She and Hex had had 

their bungalow – Woodside – built at the 

bottom of the Glanton road and they moved in 

and have been there for 17 years.  Hex is no 

longer well, but a lifetime of hard work doesn’t 

seem to have done Marjorie any harm.  Her 

only real regret is that many people in the 

village no longer know each other and much of 

the friendly village atmosphere has gone.  Also, 

no longer living directly on the main road, she 

misses the easy ability to see people passing 

and the goings-on of the community.  But she’s 

still active and as well as being a skilled cross-

stitch artist, she’s started doing some stick 

dressing although she says she’s not entering 

her sticks in the Show this year. 

(Richard Poppleton in conversation with Marjorie 

Greshon) 

 

 

The Plough in modern times 
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RECIPE FOR SUCCESS for Nutting Day 
 

May Wilson’s Chocolate, Caramel and Hazelnut Tart (Serves 8 to 10) 
For the pastry 

250g plain flour,   125g butter, diced and softened,   75g caster sugar,   1 egg, beaten  

For the caramel layer 

50g butter,   75ml cream,   100g soft light brown sugar,   150g roasted Hazelnuts, coarsely chopped  

For the chocolate layer 

200ml double cream,   200g dark chocolate 
 

Method 

1. Place the flour, butter and sugar in a food 

processor. Blend for a few seconds, then add half 

the beaten egg, and continue whizzing. You might 

need to add a little more egg, but don’t add too 

much — it should just come together.  
 

2. With your hands, flatten out the ball of dough till 

it is about 3cm thick. Wrap or cover it, and place 

it in the fridge for at least 30 minutes (it will 

keep well for a couple of days). 
 

3. Take the pastry out of the fridge and place between 2 sheets of cling film. With a rolling pin, roll 

it out until it is no thicker than ¼cm, and preferably even thinner. Keep the pastry round and large 

enough to line the base and sides of the tin.   
 

4. Removing just the top layer of cling film, place the pastry upside down (cling-film side up) into a 

28cm loose-bottomed tart tin. Press the pastry into the edges, cling film still attached, and, using 

your thumb, ‘cut’ the pastry on the edge of the tin. It should look quite neat. Remove the cling 

film and pop it in the freezer for at least 10 minutes (it would keep for weeks in the freezer). 
 

5. Preheat your oven to 150°C / gas mark 3.  Bake blind by lining the pastry with greaseproof or 

parchment paper when cold. Fill with baking beans, or dried pulses (you can use these over and 

over), and bake for 15–20 minutes, until the pastry feels dry to the touch.  
 

6. Remove the paper and beans, brush with a little left-over beaten egg and return to the oven for 2 

minutes. Take out of the oven, and set pastry aside in the tin while you prepare the filling. (This 

can easily be made a day in advance, and covered until you need it.)  
 

7. To make the hazelnut caramel layer: place the butter, cream and brown sugar in a pan, bring to 

the boil and simmer for 8 minutes.  Then remove from the heat, add the hazelnuts and allow cool.  

Spread the cooled mixture over the cooked tart shell.  
 

8. To make the chocolate layer: place the cream and chocolate in a pan on a very low heat, stirring 

until the chocolate is melted.  Remove from the heat, pour into a bowl and allow to cool, to almost 

room temperature.  
 

9. Spread the mixture carefully over the hazelnut caramel in the pastry case.  Chill in the fridge for 

1 hour, until the chocolate layer is set.  
 

10. To serve: dust with sifted cocoa powder; cut into slices and serve with softly whipped cream.  

http://uktv.co.uk/index.cfm/uktv/Food.ingredient/aID/503712/
http://uktv.co.uk/index.cfm/uktv/Food.ingredient/aID/503712/
http://uktv.co.uk/index.cfm/uktv/Food.ingredient/aID/505419/
http://uktv.co.uk/index.cfm/uktv/Food.ingredient/aID/507103/
http://uktv.co.uk/index.cfm/uktv/Food.item/aid/535350
http://uktv.co.uk/index.cfm/uktv/Food.item/aid/535350
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HAZELNUTS 
 

Hazelnuts are typically ripe around September 

14, known as Nutting Day in the British Isles. 

In the British Isles, September 14 was the day 

when children would forage in the woods to 

collect hazelnuts, because this is when they 

are supposed to be perfectly ripe. In some 

legends, young maidens who go out a-nutting 

are in danger of becoming pregnant without 

benefit of marriage -- this is probably less due 

to the fertility associations of nuts and more 

to the fact that Nutting Day gave you a chance 

to be alone in the woods with your lover. 

 

 

 

 

Around the middle of September, the nut 

season starts. Hazelnuts ripen in the hedges, 

and they have long been connected to folklore 

and legends. Hazel is associated to the Celtic 

tree month of Coll, from August 5 to 

September 1, and the very word Coll means 

"the life force inside you." Hazelnuts are 

connected to wisdom and protection, and are 

often found near sacred wells and magical 

springs. Hazelnuts can be used in workings 

related to divination and dowsing - tie a ripe 

one onto a string and use it as a pendulum. 

 
May Wilson 

 

http://gouk.about.com/
http://homecooking.about.com/cs/nuts/a/hazelnut.htm
http://paganwiccan.about.com/od/moonphasemagic/tp/Celtic_Tree_Months.htm
http://paganwiccan.about.com/od/moonphasemagic/tp/Celtic_Tree_Months.htm
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PLANTASTIC 
 

At the start of July on a mercifully dryish day a small group carried out a survey of the plants in 

parts of the Hedgeley Estate land.  A major part of the area we looked at included a section of the 

River Breamish at Low Hedgeley.  Some of the most interesting plants grow in the river gravels and 

the flash flooding from three days earlier hadn’t done the plants any favours.  Despite this we found 

lots of species, including one really special one. 

 

Shepherd’s Cress (Teesdalia nudicaulis) sounds like Shepherd’s Purse, but it isn’t the same.  It is a 

small annual described as “very localised and scarce” in our local river gravels.  It doesn’t occur at all 

in South Northumberland or in Berwickshire these days.  The photos 

show what it looks like and the key to 

it not being Shepherd’s Purse is that 

the seed pods aren’t the triangular 

‘purse-shape’ of that very common 

species.  We were lucky enough to find 

a patch of about 12 small healthy 

plants on a pile of gravel by the river. 

 

 

On a quite different note, when you next walk along the Beanley road out of Powburn, after you get 

beyond the first field on the right look at the hedge on that same side of the road.  It is 

comparatively recently planted with a lovely mix of Field Maple, Beech and Hornbeam.  The last of 

these is really uncommon in Northumberland, but perhaps, in 100 years’ time, if one or two of these 

plants are allowed to grow up into hedgerow trees they will be very impressive.  It’s certainly worth 

looking closely at this hedge and learning the leaf shapes of the Maple and the Hornbeam and how to 

distinguish the Hornbeam from the Beech.  I hope the photos will help – I took them all in this hedge. 

 

 

Hornbeam leaves have 

prominent veins giving a 

distinctive corrugated texture, 

and a serrated margin. 

Field Maple leaves have five 

blunt, rounded lobes with a 

smooth but rather wavy margin. 

Beech leaves are glossy and 

have un-toothed margins. 

 
Richard Poppleton 
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Aln & Breamish Local History Society 
 
The A&BLHS provides an interesting 

programme of lectures and publications.  A look 

back at our last season will give you a flavour 

of our activities. 
  
In March, we enjoyed a talk on the “Lit & Phil”, 

the Newcastle Literary and Philosophical 

Society. Kay Easson explained its 280-year 

history of promoting literary and scientific 

knowledge. It has a magnificent library, 

housing one of the nation’s finest collections of 

books, that anyone can use. The Lit & Phil 

continue to provide a variety of events, 

including children’s readings, antiques 

valuations and even knitting classes!  
 

At our April meeting, Adrian Ions showed 

fascinating photographs of by-gone Alnwick 

and described setting up the Bailiffgate 

Museum.  It was clear that Alnwick in earlier 

times had a far greater variety of specialist 

shops than we see today, and no shortage of 

pubs!  
 

The Glanton Heritage Group attended our May 

meeting, describing the work undertaken to 

preserve the local heritage in Glanton, including  

“adopting”  the red telephone box, and 

restoring the distinctive fingerpost road signs. 

We discussed possible opportunities for the 

GHG and A&BLHS to collaborate in the future. 
 

The A&BLHS welcome non-members at 

meetings, £3.00 entry. Membership costs £10 

a year or £15 for two people at the same 

address. The details of our programme for the 

2012/13 season of talks is shown below. 
 

For further information about the ABLHS 

please visit www.alnandbreamishlhs.org.uk or 

contact the Secretary, Helen Dinsdale, on 

01665 574319 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Helen Dinsdale is not only secretary of the 

A&BLHS, but also enters flowers from her 

garden in the Powburn Show.  This table display 

won her a First Prize this year! 

 

 

All meetings take place in the Memorial Institute,Whittingham at 7.30pm 

 

12 September 2012  …………………………………………………………………………………… The Venerable Bill Thomas 

      An evening of reminiscence, revelation and scandal 

10 October 2012  ………………………………………….…………………………………………………………….………..  Kevin Dunlop 

      Off the beaten track in Northumberland 

14 November 2012  ………………………………………….……………  O/C A Flight, 202 Squadron, RAF Boulmer 

 

13 March 2013  ………………………….……………………………………..…….……………………………………..  Anne Swearman 

      The Golden Age of Northumbria 

10 April 2013  …………………………………………………………..………………………………………………….…….  Geoff Hughes 

      Upstairs, Downstairs in the Big House 

8 May 2013  …………………………………………………………………………………………………………….…………  Alistair Sinton 

      Alnmouth, Ancient Corn Port 

12 June 2013  ………………………………………………..…………..……………………………….……  Annual General Meeting 

      (Further details to be announced) 
 

http://www.alnandbreamishlhs.org.uk/
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Hedgeley WI and the Duchess 
 

The June meeting of Hedgeley WI began with 

a momentous occasion.  The Duchess of 

Northumberland planted a tree for us to mark 

the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee. 

 

We chose a white-berried Rowan so the 

berries could represent diamonds and we 

decided on the Powburn Community Garden to 

plant it in.  We were blessed with a beautiful 

sunny dry evening for the occasion. 

Jimmy Givens and Hugh Tindle were on hand to 

help out with the planting. 

The Duchess gets her hands dirty while Jean 

Givens provides advice. 

 

Our oldest serving member of 61 years, 

Elizabeth Paxton, presented the Duchess with 

a hand-held posy of pink peony flowers.  She 

was delighted with them. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text by Noreen Birnie.  Photos by May Wilson.
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Do you want Faster Broadband – or just Broadband!? 
 
Whether we like it or not, there are parts of 

our parish that either have no broadband 

access or have pathetically low broadband 

speeds.  For example, if your speed is less than 

1 megabit/second you probably can’t download 

films or even use the BBC iPlayer most of the 

time.   

 

This may just be an inconvenience, but if you 

are trying to run a business or even trying to 

sell your home it could be very much more 

important than that.  We could just shrug our 

shoulders and say that it’s one of the 

consequences of living in such a beautiful rural 

area.  Or we could try to help others to do 

something about it. 

 

Northumberland County Council is making 

considerable efforts to get money from 

central government to try to achieve at least 

2mb/s speeds for everyone in the county by 

2015.  But their hand is greatly strengthened 

if they have evidence that residents want a 

decent service.  The document that we’ve 

copied below will provide that evidence if you 

bother to cut it out and fill it in.  Then either 

send it by post to the address given on the 

form, or send in the same information by email 

via the www.inorthumberland.org.uk website. 

 

http://www.inorthumberland.org.uk/
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