
Of this Parish

 

DOREEN BURN MBE was born in Wallsend 

and spent her childhood there with her 

two sisters and brother. Doreen’s elder 

sister Christine was born with severe 

cognitive and physical disabilities and they 

spent a lot of time together, playing and 

going to the park. Sadly, Christine died in 

2004. Doreen attended Wallsend 

Grammar school where she had a natural 

flair for sports, being on the hockey and 

athletic teams representing the school at 

County level. 

Her father Albert’s passion was running 

and Doreen very quickly followed in his 

footsteps, becoming a professional runner 

attending most meetings at the Border 

shows. Every summer weekend seemed to 

involve trips to Hawick, Morebattle, 

Jedburgh and numerous other events. 

Doreen was a sprinter and won lots of 

prizes which went into her 'bottom 

drawer', such as canteens of cutlery, 

lamps and barometers. 

When Doreen was studying for her A-

levels she had a Saturday job in a cake 

shop on Wallsend High Street. This is 

where she met her husband Robbie, a 

young policeman stationed at Wallsend to 

whom she gave discounted cream cakes. 

This obviously made a great impression on 

Robbie who, having asked her out on a 

date, nearly crashed his police car the next 

day when seeing Doreen walking along the 

road in a school uniform! They married in 

1976 and moved to Blyth where they 

bought their first house.  

Doreen began work at the Department of 

Work and Pensions – then locally known 

as 'The Ministry' – in the Overseas Office. 

She left in 1980 to have her first son 

Jamie. Her second son Gary was born in 

1983 and she resumed work in 1988 with 

the Department in their Pension 

Forecasting office. Throughout her career 

she worked in most of the areas of the 
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Pension Department and, at one point, 

was the aide to the Head of the 

Department. 

In 1990 the family moved to Morpeth and 

Robbie started the registered charity 

Newcastle Police Aid to Romanian 

Children. Doreen quickly became involved. 

She recalls that she did not have much 

choice. Both she and Robbie were working 

full time with a young family. Robbie was 

working shifts and studying part time for 

his degree, so a lot of the charity work fell 

to Doreen. Robbie is not an organised 

person so Doreen became his unofficial 

secretary and this progressed to being the 

Secretary and Trustee of the Charity. 

She committed herself to 

assisting the 

underprivileged children 

and children with special 

needs in Romania. Her 

expertise in management 

assisted the charity in 

many areas. She 

formulated business plans 

to forecast income and 

developed fundraising 

strategies. She also 

formulated initial plans 

for individual projects 

within Romania, for 

example the 

refurbishment of an 

empty four-storey building into a school 

and home for 270 cognitively and 

physically challenged children. 

Her efforts also extended to personally 

organising the collection, transportation, 

sorting and storage of goods donated to 

the charity. This involved working every 

weekend with a team in a factory unit 

over a number of years. She has also 

organised the visits of youth teams to 

work in Romania and arranged for VIPs to 

visit the country and inspect firsthand the 

charity’s work. Doreen served for many 

years as Secretary to the Charity and has 

personally driven vans on numerous 

occasions to Transylvania, delivering aid to 

the point of need and ensuring correct 

systems were established for the 

distribution of the aid. The Charity was in 

existence from 1990 until 2014. 

In 1993 Robbie was 

awarded the British 

Empire Medal. Not to 

be outdone, Doreen 

received the MBE in 

2000. This provided 

great amusement for 

her work colleagues 

who proceeded to call 

her 'Lady Burn'... 

Doreen was not 

amused. The award 

entailed a trip to 

Buckingham Palace and 

many weeks of 

practising the curtsey. 

Her biggest memory of 

the day, apart from meeting the Queen, 

was using Buckingham Palace toilets which 
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were the most unusual she had ever seen, 

being mahogany bench seats. 

Doreen’s sons both went to university and 

moved to London where they both now 

work. Robbie retired from the police force 

and Doreen decided to take early 

retirement and join him. 

They both love the country and enjoy hill 

walking and wanted to settle down in a 

small village. Powburn was chosen and 

they moved to the village in 2009. 

Doreen became a carer for her mother 

who had developed Alzheimer’s disease 

but who sadly died last year. Shortly 

before this her father had a stroke and she 

now spends a lot of her time caring for 

him. 

She has since become involved in the 

Hedgeley Women’s Institute and is to 

become the secretary of the village hall 

committee. 

Doreen can often be seen walking with her 

Dachshunds Fritzi and Merlin around the 

local area.  

 
 Robbie Burn 
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Nature matters 

APART FROM A SMALL 

HERD of red deer which 

escaped from parkland near 

Alnwick a few years ago and 

managed to survive for a 

few years thereafter until all 

eventually disappeared, our 

largest land mammal in this 

area is the roe deer. So it is 

always quite exciting to 

come across these usually 

shy and elusive animals. 

There are lots of roe around and over the past few years a number have become quite 

tolerant of people and have started to frequent the fringes of Powburn. In one or two 

instances they have been seen quite close to houses where there is good cover nearby. 

The section of former railway line which runs through Crawley Dene is a good starting 

point for anyone who wishes to see a roe deer. The embankment which shelters Station 

Wood provides a good viewing platform of the cleared area at the bottom of Crawley 

Bank where roe sometimes leave the covering trees to enjoy a bit of browsing on the 

lush vegetation around the edges of the clearing.  

Further south, in the deepest part of the 

dene roe sometimes come down through 

the trees to browse on the vegetation 

between the line and the main road in 

summer. It also pays to scan the steep 

bankside next to the line in late winter 

and early spring before the vegetation 

blocks the view, as roe often traverse 

along the steep bank on their journeys 

between woodland areas. However, in 

woodland roe always seem to be 

extremely wary and won’t tolerate human 

presence at close quarters.  

Two roe along the 
Branton road 

A roe in the clearing in Station Wood 
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Luckily there are other places where roe can be seen more easily. Where trees have 

been cleared on the bankside above the Pow Burn, just past the football field, single roe 

can sometimes be seen among the recently planted saplings making their way between 

different parts of Station Wood. Sometimes they can even be found on the football field 

itself, travelling between Station Wood and woodland behind Hedgeley Services. 

Usually the best way to find roe is to go alone either early morning or late evening when 

roe are supposed to be most active but they can also be found during the day too if they 

can find a secluded area which is not frequented by people or domestic animals. I found 

a pair of roe this month browsing in the open next to Hunter’s Wood along the Branton 

road at mid-day. Occasionally roe deer are also spotted from Hedgeley Services as they 

cross the open fields between the two Branton roads.  

 

 

 

  

 Hugh Tindle 

Local food & crafts made by 
Northumbrians 

Warden's Lodge, Ingram NE66 4LT 

Tasty, locally-sourced, homemade 

food, art and products from the 

region’s local talents. 

10am–4pm everyday (Oct-Mar) 
9am–6pm everyday (Apr-Sep) 

01665 578120 
 
 
 

 

 

Editor's Note: I'd like to remind readers that Hugh publishes his own excellent 

monthly newsletter Breamish Nature – a celebration of the natural world of the 

Breamish Valley. Available from Penny Petroleum and Muddy Boots Café (80p). 

Every issue reveals something of the wonder and beauty of wildlife in our area. With 

informative features, images and records of wildlife sightings. 
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Mayday Insomnia 
 

The rain come doon like treacle 
and caas'd the gentlest hum 
Most o' the village lay sleepin' 
unlike the restless some. 
 

Them aad bells started chimin' 
what time will't be? 
Not half past but the hour 
and the last yen stops at three. 
 

A cannit hear nowt bleatin' 
them lambies must be fine. 
Shame for that bit washin' 
I put oot orlier on the line 
 

Oh…and there gans the quarter 
that didn't tek ower lang 
Mebbe it was that dinner 
they say eatin' ower late is wrang 
 

Them taties is gettin fair sowked 
Eric hoyed them in the day. 
Aye, he'll tell ye aal aboot  
how to dee it the proper way. 
 

Man, I think it's easin' off now, 
the clock's just chimed half past 
May the forst already, 
didn't that get ower fast! 
 

I'll not stop till this is finished, 
tho A cud dee wi' gettin' some sleep 
Not sure what that is whistlin, 
a lonesome whimper quite deep. 
 

Why man, this is nee good, 
the pen'll hadda gan doon, 
it's quarter to aalready, 
the craas'll be startin' soon. 
 

But noo tha's just that gentle hum 
as April waves goodbye with a shower. 
Reet, that's it! The light's gannin' oot, 
A' wanna be asleep by fawer.  

 James Tait 
 

NEED LOCAL, FRIENDLY 
HELP WITH YOUR PC OR 
TABLET...? 

repairs and upgrades 
telephone support 
virus removal  
one-to-one training 
computer ‘crash’ recovery 
anti-virus & anti-spyware 
installation 
……in fact any computer or tablet 
help you need 
 
 

 phil@philgamble.co.uk 
  01669 620457 07815 463140  
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Local walk: Physic Lane, Rothbury 

Short walk through moorland and woods with superb views of the Simonsides 

DISTANCE: 5 miles / 8 km 

REFRESHMENTS: Numerous venues in Rothbury for refreshments 

START: Riverside car park, Rothbury [GPS 05705 01498] 

 
 

 

 
A) Start at the Riverside car park, cross the footbridge, along the alley, cross the main 

road to the Turk’s Head Pub. 

B) At the pub turn left and continue on to… 

C) Rothbury House, turn right onto Gravelly Bank and walk up the hill. 

D) At the top of the hill carry on left in the direction of Hillside West and Pondicherry. 

E) When the road turns sharp left bear right onto a farm track, finger post to Physic 
Lane, carry on through a five bar gate marked West Hills Farm. 
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F) As track bears left continue on path through a small five bar gate marked with a 
yellow way marker. Continue through field crossing two dry stone walls on stone 
steps to… 

G) Cross wooden style and turn right on Physic Lane and carry on up the hill (do not 
cross 2nd style opposite the first). 

H) Carry on through metal five bar gate and eventually go through a wooden five bar 
gate onto moorland. The main gravel track is not visible from here but is only 100m 
away. Do not turn left or right but walk diagonally to the right on a small sheep track 
up a small knoll onto the main gravel track. 

I) Turn right onto the main gravel track and follow it across the moorland, past the 
radio masts on your left until you reach… 

J) A wooden five bar gate, follow the track for a mile through woodland. Do not turn 
on the first signed path to Rothbury as this is a steep descent. Carry on to the second 
way marker and turn right from the track onto a path: eventually passing a field 
marker stone marked A and N crossing a forestry track and down to… 

K) Hillside East, turn right.  

L) After 30 meters turn left at the finger post down the path to… 

M) Rothbury main road turn right and back to car park. 

 Robbie Burn 
 

 

 

  

 aspin6@btopenworld.com 

Help us get your newsletter out to the whole parish. 
Do you know a neighbour who hasn’t received a copy? If so, please let us know:  

 rich.titlington@btinternet.com  01665 578346 

 Greystone Cottage, Titlington Mount, Alnwick NE66 2EA 
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Hedgeley Rovers FC 2014 

AT THE BEGINNING of the season we reformed, anticipating a difficult 

stretch. Our first major change came with the relocation of our Club 

Head Quarters to The Queen's Head, Glanton. Our thanks go to Lisa 

Chisholm for her warm welcome and post-match meals. Also to all 

players, new and old, for turning up with enthusiasm every week.  

We would also like to thank our generous sponsors for all your help and support. To John 

Carr-Ellison for allowing us to use the field and providing equipment to allow us to 

maintain the pitch. David Penny, Penny Petroleum for your kind sponsorship and 

supportive words and to Louise Watson, Yorkshire Building Society (Alnwick) for 

arranging sponsorship from Head Office. Without this help the club could not continue 

and for this we are very grateful.  

We look forward to the season ahead.    Richard Johnson 
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Stargazing 

 

Stargazing at Ingram 

THE DARK SKIES OF NORTHUMBERLAND 

are the envy of England and much of 

Europe. More and more people are taking 

an interest in what lies above our heads 

on a dark clear night, and we live in the 

perfect location for taking it a step further. 

You don’t need expensive telescopes, just 

a warm coat and if you have them, a pair 

of binoculars. Go up the Breamish Valley 

or somewhere that you are away from 

intrusive lighting, let your eyes get 

accustomed and the full splendour of the 

sky reveals itself.  

So what can we see? The summer months 

are upon us and it doesn’t get truly dark 

during this period, but there are still some 

amazing sights. Mars and Jupiter are 

bright in the sky and will stay that way for 

months to come. Jupiter is the brightest 

‘star’ in the sky and if you look at it 

through binoculars you will see the 4 

moons that were first observed by Galileo 

in 1609. Through a small telescope you 

will easily distinguish the bands of cloud 

and possibly even the great red spot, a 

giant storm that has been raging for 500 

years. Mars is a distinctly red colour and 

through a telescope you can see details on 

its surface: even the polar ice caps are 

visible on a good night.  

Meteors – sometimes called shooting stars 

– can be seen every night. The 

international Space Station is also a 

regular visitor. It is brighter than Jupiter 

and speeds across the sky at 17,500 mph. 

There are numerous websites and 

smartphone apps that will tell you when it 

will appear, but it is only visible for about 

5 minutes so it’s easy to miss. 

At our latitude, another summer spectacle 

is the appearance of noctilucent or night-

shining clouds. These are seen above the 

northern horizon and appear about an 

hour after sunset. They look like wispy 

strands of silk. They form in the upper 

atmosphere around 50 miles high  
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Noctilucent clouds 

and are tiny crystals of ice that form on 

particles of dust, believed to be left by 

meteorites hitting the upper atmosphere 

of the earth. Expect to see them from May 

through to August.  

If you have never looked at the moon 

through binoculars, give it a go. It’s best to 

look at it before it is full, and the details 

along the shadow line (called the 

terminator) spring out at you. You will see 

craters, mountains and the flat grey areas 

which were once thought to be seas, 

hence the names given to them such as 

the Sea of Tranquillity, where Apollo 11 

landed and humans first set foot on 

another world. Keep a lookout during the 

day as well! The moon is often visible in 

the daytime sky.  

 

The biggest crater on the moon is called 

Tycho. It can easily be identified by the 

‘rays’ spreading out from it. There is an 

interesting optical illusion with the moon. 

It often appears to be much bigger when 

it’s near the horizon, just after it rises. You 

will often hear people say that, "The moon 

was really big last night." It then looks 

smaller as it climbs higher in the sky. Of 

course, it remains the same size all the 

time. You can check this yourself – look at 

it upside down. It will shrink to its normal 

size, but be careful not to fall over! Or you 

can take a photograph of it and another 

one later when it is high – it will be the 

same size on both photos.  

As we move into the autumn and winter 

months, the constellation of Orion will 

gradually appear again. Most people can 

identify this one, but it’s an interesting 

thing to look at. If you find the middle star 

in Orion’s’ sword then look at it through a 

telescope, you will see that it is a huge 

cloud of dust and gas. The bright red star 

on the shoulder of the constellation is  
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Betelgeuse (pronounced beetle juice). This 

is a red giant star and is 642 light years 

away. It is due to explode into a supernova 

– indeed, it may already have done so but 

the light from it hasn’t reached us yet. 

There will be a number of Stargazing 

sessions in the area in the coming 

months, so come along and take the 

opportunity to take a look at some of the 

objects in the sky through a powerful 

telescope and learn more about what you 

can see and how to find your way around 

the sky.  

Anyone wanting to book a stargazing 

session can contact me by email at 

dueshill@tiscali.co.uk. 

 
 Ian Glendinning 

 
Want to see more of Ian's stunning images? 
Astronomical images at: www.flickr.com/photos/coquetvalley/sets/72157644119989602/ 
Aurora images at: www.flickr.com/photos/coquetvalley/sets/72157644174456953/ 

 

 

 

  

MOT Testing 

 

Townfoot, Rothbury 

For your peace of mind have your car 
tested by our expert professional 

testers 

Call Russell or Mike on 

01669 620817 

www.oldmotorhouse.co.uk 

We also restore, service, repair and 
upgrade classic cars of all eras – call 

us to see what we can do for your car 

HEDGELEY ANTIQUE CENTRE 

 
Hedgeley Services, Powburn NE66 4HU 

Open 7 days a week: 
10am to 5pm (Apr-Oct) 

10am to 4pm (Nov-Mar) 

Antiques • French, pine and painted 

furniture • Vintage & Retro • China & 

Linens • Sterling Silver & Jewellery • 

Field Sports • Fishing & Militaria • 
Collectables & Gifts 

01665 578142 
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Robbie 
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Wordsmith 

 

IN THE REIGN OF King John (1167 - 1216), 

and even in that of his successor Henry III 

(1216 - 1272), it was doubtful whether 

Northumberland would, ultimately, be 

attached to the southern or northern- 

monarchy in Britain. For a long time, it had 

been in the hands of Scottish princes and 

the kings of Scotland did not readily 

abandon their claim. Northumberland had 

a sort of nationality of its own: it was not 

completely absorbed in the sovereignty of 

England. However, from the reign of 

Henry III onwards it became as much an 

integral part of England as Surrey or 

Middlesex. However, a major difference 

remained: the language.  

Northumbrian, which had derived from 

Anglian language spoken throughout most 

of central and northern Britain in the 

centuries following the decline of the 

Roman empire around 410 CE, was at an 

advanced stage of development. Further, 

it appears to have been little affected by 

the Norman Conquest (1066 - 1154). 

Whilst the Normans introduced a 

powerful new aristocracy to Britain, they 

nevertheless preserved much that was 

Anglo-Saxon about their new lands. There 

is little evidence that William the 

Conqueror interfered with the internal 

administration of Northumberland. The 

preservation of Northumberland's relative 

autonomy through such a long and 

significant period, seems to have 

consolidated the uniqueness and archaic 

character of its dialect.  

It has been argued that, even in the 

present day, the dialect has close 

similarities to that spoken in the 13th and 

14th centuries. So much so, it is claimed, 

that a native Northumbrian speaker 

should have few or no difficulties reading 

the Cursor Mundi – a Northumbrian 

historical and religious poem of nearly 

30,000 lines written around 1300.  

The real character of the Northumbrian 

dialect, however, is most evident in the 

almost passionate regard in which it is 

held by its native speakers. It is a living 

language: folk-speech, spoken with pride. 

And every day here in Hedgeley Parish we 

can enjoy the heritage of the local dialect 

through the words and phrases of social 

life, among the hills and dales, and in the 

fields and working-places of north 

Northumberland. 
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Do you know or use any of these words?  

ADDLE to earn 
"He addles three ha'pence a week."  

ADDLINS  earnings 
"He's had good addlins this quarter" 

AGLEE  awry 
"A gleed eye is a crooked eye." 

AHINT behind 
"He set me down ahint ma door." 

AIRTH fearful, afraid 
"He was airth to do it." 

ASTITE  just as soon 
"Aa wad astite stop where aa is." 

ATWEE  in two, asunder 
"Enough to rive atwee the heart." 

AYONT  beyond 
"Toil and pain ayont conceivin."  

 
 Graham Williamson 

Summer at Bailiffgate Museum & Gallery 

Family Fridays bring parents and children 

together to share activities every Friday 

morning 11.00-2.00pm in the school 

holidays. Book in advance so children can 

attend free of charge.  Adult admission 

£4.00, concessions £3.00. 

 ‘Poetry & Music at the B’ evenings are 

very popular with great performance 

poets every first Thursday evening of the 

month at 7.30pm. A highly entertaining 

evening and great value at only £3.00 

including a complimentary glass of wine.  

Creative Craft Groups & Workshops every 

week. Beginners to advanced knitters 

meet on Fridays 2.00-4.00pm. A friendly 

group of knitters, quilters, and stitchers 

work together every Thursday afternoon 

2.00-4.00pm creating a wonderful mixed 

media image of the museum Book now for 

the 'Love Your Sewing Machine' day in 

June and a follow up sewing day in 

September. And we have another very 

popular rag ruggers’ day workshop in 

October.  

www.bailiffgatemuseum.co.uk  
or call Vivien on 01665 605847. 
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Plantastic

 

MANY OF YOU WILL have noticed the 

fantastic Blackthorn (Prunus spinosa) 

blossom this spring (photo above). Not 

only was there an enormous amount of 

flower, but the display lasted and lasted. It 

made me realise just how much 

blackthorn there is in our area – some of it 

that I’d never really noticed before. The 

blackthorn bushes are the ones whose 

fruits are called sloes and the fact that 

there were no frosts to nip the flowers or 

discourage the pollinating insects ought to 

mean that there will be a very good crop 

of sloes in the autumn. So start stocking 

up for your Sloe Gin production. 

Once the blackthorn display is over, our 

hedgerows start to show flowers of 

Hawthorn (Crataegus monogyna). 

Nationally this plant is also called May and 

it used to be strongly associated with May 

Day celebrations. You might wonder why 

this is, given that most may blossom 

doesn’t appear in quantity until the 

middle of the month. There are two 

possible reasons.  

Until 1582 the Christian world used the 

Julian Calendar. Then it was realised that 

the dates had become badly misaligned 

with the important natural phenomenon 

of the spring equinox which was linked to 

the date of Easter. Pope Gregory XIII 

decreed that Roman Catholic countries 

should adopt a new Gregorian Calendar 

which gave our rather strange pattern of 

28, 30 and 31 day months, introduced the 

leap year and, most importantly for may 

blossom, deleted 11 days altogether. Of 

course, being Protestant, Britain didn’t 

adopt the new calendar until 1752 when 

Wednesday 2 September was followed by 

Thursday 14 September. So what we now 

know as 12 May would once have been 1 

May which far better matches the dates of 

may blossom opening.  

The other possible explanation is that in 

the Middle Ages a different species of 

hawthorn was more common than it is 

now. The rather mis-named Midland 

Hawthorn (Crataegus laevigata), which 

grows best on heavy clay soils, flowers 

about one to two weeks earlier than our 

normal species and so would more often 

have been in flower on May Day. 

Folklore surrounding hawthorn abounds. 

Probably the most often observed 
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superstition was that if you brought may 

blossom into the house a death would 

follow. This could have arisen because the 

blossom of Midland Hawthorn, about an 

hour after it has been picked, starts to 

smell strongly of rotting flesh – hence the 

link with death. 

In Northumberland most hawthorn is the 

Common species, but on the clay soils 

around the lower reaches of the River 

Coquet you can find Midland Hawthorn. It 

has larger flowers, but the key difference 

is the shape of the leaves. The Common 

species has lobed leaves (although not all 

will be quite so regularly lobed as in the 

image below). The Midland species has a 

quite different shape.  

 

 

Just don’t ask about cultivated varieties or 

hybrids! 

 Richard Poppleton 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Regular services ensure safe use of your 

boiler, improve its efficiency, hence 

reduce your fuel bill. If you would like 

your boiler serviced and keep warm in 

the winter, please contact: 

Coquetdale Boiler Services 

Oil Fired Boilers Serviced & Repaired 

Oil Tanks Supplied and Fitted 

 

Tel: 01669620716 
Mob: 07970808056 

Email: michaelrickaby@yahoo.co.uk 
 
 

OFTEC Reg. No. 27118  

Common Hawthorn     Midland Hawthorn 
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Canon’s comments 

OVER THIS SUMMER two important anniversaries will occur for all of us in our country. In 

June we have the 70th anniversary of D-Day and in August the 100th anniversary of the 

start of the First World War. The villages in our area were deeply affected by these 

conflicts; many village halls bear the title ‘memorial’ in their name and the churches also 

have plaques with the names of the fallen. 

At the time of each conflict many who left our villages never returned and their loved 

ones carried a deep burden for the rest of their lives. Recent conflicts in Iraq and 

Afghanistan further remind us that any war has lasting consequences for all who bravely 

carry the flag as well as those who remain to care for their homes. Sadly, it seems that 

humanity struggles to find a way in which all peoples regardless of colour or creed can 

live at peace with others. 

Perhaps as these anniversaries take place we can find some time to reflect on the 

sacrifice of others in times past: to remember their humanity and the lives that lasted for 

too short a time and to make a commitment in our own lives to seek more often the way 

of reconciliation. 

 Canon Jim Robertson 

 

 

 

 

 

  

CONTACT THE EDITOR 

Graham Williamson, 3 Crawley Dene, Powburn NE66 4HA  
Tel: 07969 133201 
Email: graham@powburn.com 

Cheviot Views is produced quarterly. Back copies from www.powburn.com 

The editor is pleased to consider articles or letters of not more than 500 
words for publication. Where possible, articles should be accompanied by a 
good quality digital photograph of 250dpi or higher. 

Deadline for October 2014 issue: 6.00pm Tuesday 7 October 2014 
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Recipes for success 

Lovage, tomato and cheese flan 

ALSO KNOWN AS sea parsley, lovage (Levisticum officinale) is an upright perennial herb 

with strongly aromatic, celery-flavoured leaves. It can grow up to 2m in height and has 

dark green leaves and yellow-green flowers in summer. The leaves can be added to 

soups, stews, stocks, pork and poultry dishes. It can also be used to enhance the flavour 

of potato dishes. But when was the last time you used it for cooking? Here, May Wilson 

redresses the balance and shows us how to use it in a simple but tasty flan. 

Ingredients: 2 tbsp finely chopped lovage leaves 
6oz short crust pastry 3 eggs 
1oz butter ½ pint double cream 
2tbsp olive oil salt and pepper 
2 onions, finely 
chopped 

4 ripe tomatoes, skinned and finely 
chopped 

3 cloves garlic, crushed 4oz Northumbrian Cheviot cheese 

Method: 

1. Line a 9 inch flan tin and bake blind at 200oC for 15 minutes.  
2. Melt the butter and oil in a pan, add the onion and garlic and cook gently until 

soft and golden. 
3. Add the lovage and tomato, stir and set aside. 
4. Beat the eggs lightly then add the cream, then season. 
5. Add the onion, tomato and 3oz cheese to the eggs. Pour into the pastry case. 
6. Sprinkle with the rest of the cheese and bake for 30 minutes until firm and 

golden. 
 
 
Sourced goods: 
 
Lovage from the garden at Cragside. 
Cheviot Cheese from Northumberland Cheese Co. 
Cream from Rock Farm from Davidson’s Dairy. 
Eggs from, Lintz Hall Farm. 
 

 May Wilson  
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Out & About 

Bolton Village Hall (NE66 2EE) 

Sequence, Scottish, Country & Old Time 
Dancing 
Every 2nd Saturday in the month. 8pm 
until 11pm. £3.50 each. Pooled supper, 
bring your own drink. Tea and coffee 
provided. A warm welcome awaits!  
Contact John and Pat 01665 574623 

 Available for hire 
Our lovely hall is suitable for parties, 
family gatherings, and similar. Fully 
equipped kitchen. £8.00 per hour – 
reduced rates for regular use. 
Information from:  
John & Pat 01665 574623. 

   

Keep Fit 
Wednesdays 10-11am.  
Enquiries: Sylvia 01665 574236 

 
General enquiries: Benita Robson 
(Secretary) 01665 574043 

Breamish Hall (NE66 4HT) 

Become a Friend of Breamish Hall! 
For £5 per month you receive free entry 
to all our events and the chance to 
support your village hall with a small but 
regular income stream. 
Contact: Mary 01665 578499 

 Annual General Meeting 

Wed 23 July 2014 
7.00pm 
Everyone's invited...please come along 
and share your ideas. 

   

 

Saturday 30 August 2014 promises to be 
a great night at the Breamish Hall, as we 
have a major fund raising night for both 
the Hall and The Great North Air 
Ambulance. 
 
Tyneside band, The Happy Cats – with 
Ex-Lindisfarne member Marty Craggs, 
Les Dodd and Leonard Brown (Scottish 
Accordion Champion 2013 & 2014) – will 
be playing from 8pm. 

 Doors open at 6pm for drinks and 
refreshments (hog roast, burgers, etc).  
 
Tickets include supper: £12.00 adult, 
£6.00 under 16s.  
 
Tickets will be strictly limited and will be 
available by advance purchase only up 
to 20 August 2014 from:  
 
Julia 07776 083662 
May 07901 860613 
 

Please note: tickets will not be available 
to purchase on the night 

 


