
A history of Shawdon Hall (Part 2)

In our October 2013 issue we left the story of Shawdon Hall in 1931, having been sold to 

Henry Beavan of Newcastle. This second part identifies several people many readers will 

now recognise. The account ends in 1988, as there is little available information after this. 

THE PREVIOUS OWNERS employed a 

butler and housekeeper, cooks and a host 

of kitchen, scullery and laundry maids. All 

Henry Beavan required was one 

housekeeper, Mrs Lovell, an estate joiner, 

Archie Ferguson, a part-time chauffeur, 

Mr Inglis, and Mr Beattie the gardener. He 

grew fresh vegetables in the walled 

garden and tomatoes were his speciality. 

Henry had no need for grooms or 

gamekeepers, as he had no interest in the 

usual country pursuits of hunting, fishing 

and shooting. Instead, he was occupied 

running his various businesses – the store 

at Newcastle, Home Farm at Shawdon, a 

farm at Biddlestone Edge and the quarry 

at Biddlestone. He was helped in running 

his farm by the shepherd at Shawdon, Jim 

Dagg. The Daggs lived in the Hall itself – 

not the original part but the Victorian wing 

at the back.  

Henry died of a heart attack in 1952. Mrs 

Lovell stayed on at the Hall for the year it 

took to complete the sale of the Estate to 

Major Calverley Bewicke. He had been 

living at the family seat at Wylam, where 

he and his family farmed and trained 

racehorses. Local people remember a big 

auction held in a marquee on the lawn in 

front of the house, at which Mr Beavan's 

furnishings were sold. 

Moving from the big house at Wylam to 

another as large as Shawdon Hall was 

quite an operation. Mrs Bewicke liked to 

see each load of possessions safely away 

from Wylam and then be available at 

Shawdon to supervise the unloading. She 

made it a priority to get the dining room in 

order so as to be able to give the removal 

men their meals there. Her reward for her 

thoughtfulness was the amazed 

appreciation of the men who had never 

before been asked to eat in the dining 

room! 

The Bewickes were able to concentrate on 

their two great interests, race-horses and 

farming. There were, at times, around 40 
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horses to house, exercise and train. This 

required a large staff. The head lad was 

Jock Fraser and under him was a number 

of apprentice stable lads, including Nick 

Egdell and Arthur McCann from local 

villages. The apprentices lived in the Bothy 

which was looked after by a married 

couple: the man working in the stables, his 

wife cooking and cleaning for the lads.  

The Estate was responsible for the ‘moral 

welfare’ of the lads: anything from 

stopping fights to helping them manage 

money. They received pocket money and, 

if their horse won a race, were given extra 

plus a possible generous tip from the 

horse's owner. Mrs Bewicke saw that this 

money was put away and she rationed out 

appropriate amounts for holidays. 

The chief jockeys were George Millburn 

and Stan Hayhurst who shared the rides. 

Stan was called up for National Service 

and, just before his departure, Pat Guiry 

arrived. Security was an issue. On one 

occasion, the Bewickes were at the races 

at Ayr and, ringing home to see if all was 

well, were told that a French lady and two 

gentlemen had asked to see the stables, 

saying they were thinking of sending some 

horses there. A week later, on the 

morning of Kelso races, one of the horses 

was found lying almost unconscious. The 

other runners were checked and two 

more had been doped – not the modern 

sort of doping which gives a horse an 

unfair advantage but the type intended to 

stop the animal running at all. The ‘French’ 

trio were eventually caught, having tried 

the same tactics elsewhere. Afterwards, 

security was extremely tight: no visitors 

were admitted unless they were known.  

In 1953 the Alnwick to Cornhill Railway 

was closed down and the Bewickes bought 

Glanton Station. They used the warehouse 

buildings for grain stores and the cottages 

as additional housing for staff. Mrs 

Bewicke did not have a large staff, just a 

nanny and a cook and other part-time 

help. Angela Egdell from Powburn helped 

in the house while her husband was 

employed in the stables. Mame Thompson 

from Glanton cycled three mornings a 

week to Shawdon to help mainly with 

washing and ironing, as the Bewickes' 

connections with the racing world 

involved them in a lot of entertaining.  

In 1964 the Bewickes sold up. Major and 

Mrs Cowen already had a hill farm in 

Yorkshire, as well as family farms in 

Hampshire, and were looking for another 

to extend their business. Their friends and 

relatives thought a move from 

comfortable Hampshire to the wilds of 

cold, remote Northumberland would be 

unthinkable. Realising that once Mrs 

Cowen saw Shawdon Hall she would want 

it, a friend who knew Shawdon wrote to 

Major Cowen, "If you value your sanity, 

don't let her set foot in it." But they did, 

and at once fell in love with the place. 

At first, the family did not come north to 

live but ‘weekended’ occasionally in the 



 

3 

back of the house (the Daggs had moved 

into the West Lodge). But there was 

extensive dry rot and the Victorian part of 

the house was pulled down, returning the 

courtyard to its former pleasing 

proportions. This left the original Adam-

style Mansion with a later Georgian wing 

at right angles to it at the back. The stone 

left after demolishing the Victorian part 

was used to rebuild the back of that wing.  

In 1976 the Cowens came to live full-time 

at Shawdon. Major Cowen enjoyed the 

challenge of altering the outbuildings to 

meet his own needs, while being limited 

by their listed status. The buildings 

surround an attractive courtyard on two 

levels, one divided from the other by a set 

of wrought iron railings. In the house two 

bedrooms were altered to make extra 

bathrooms, but otherwise the original 

Georgian part of the house with its 

classical proportions remains as it was. 

Behind the house an old wall was removed 

and a courtyard created with an attractive 

swimming pool. 

In the grounds sycamore, cherry, chestnut, 

lime and copper beech have been planted 

and the holly trees and lime tree avenue 

at the front of the house have been 

maintained. Major Cowen’s favourite old 

Scots pine is on the left of the drive and 

there are some giant redwoods, probably 

planted when the present house was built. 

In the walled garden the Major has trained 

more fruit trees along the walls to replace 

old failing ones. The walls were once 

heated by coal-fired pipes running inside 

the brick. New greenhouses have replaced 

the Victorian ones. In the 1980s, the 

gardener Gerry Stanners grew flowers for 

the house and indulged his passion for 

dahlias. The lake is fed by water piped 

from the Shawdon Burn but, sadly, the 

heronry for which Shawdon was once 

famous seems to have disbanded. 

In 1988 the estate included, as well as 

Shawdon Hall, Shawdon Hill Farm, Glanton 

North-field and Titlington which is now 

farmed separately by John and Vera 

Purvis. 

 Adapted from May, M. (1988) Aln & 
Breamish Local History Society  
by Richard Poppleton
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Northumbrian Garden Machinery 

 

NGM opened its doors in 2011 and we would like to thank our customers for supporting 

us. (At the beginning of 2014 a refit has taken place and exciting lines have been added.)  

As well as the sales and servicing of all makes of garden machinery, small plant, 

chainsaws, etc we can now offer the servicing of all makes and models of trailers from 

livestock, horse to general purpose. NGM also has the facility to do hydraulic pipe 

repairs. Some of the new lines now available are: 

• Plumbing parts 

• Welding and soldering materials 

• Hinge and gate fittings 

• Chainsaw ppe 

• Overalls 

• Tools 

• Chainsaw chain and sundry items 

• Generators 3kw-600kw 

• Lister shearing machines and sundry items 

• John Deere ride on tractors and mowers 

• Oils and lubes 

• PTO 

 

 

 

 

 

 aspin6@btopenworld.com 

We want you to be the first 

to know about our amazing 

new refit! We have many 

new lines in stock. Come and 

see the new look NGM. 
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Cast iron signposts 

 

WITHIN HEDGELEY PARISH there are 13 

road junctions and four crossroads. Most 

are signposted by functional signs with 

reliable information. Most are in good 

condition and were probably erected from 

1964 onwards. These are the standardised 

signs that reflect in headlights at night. 

We are fortunate that our quiet country 

roads still have three remaining cast iron 

posts, dating from about 1921. They are 

situated opposite Bolton Church, at the 

Abberwick Titlington crossroad (photo) 

and at the Eglingham turn-off just below 

Hedgeley Hall. The latter is a very sorry 

example. It is situated on the left-hand 

side of the road coming from the hall and 

is almost completely hidden by 

vegetation. Unfortunately it has two of its 

arms missing but its finial, the decorative 

top, is still present. What a delight it 

would be to see it restored and re-sited on 

the triangle of grass in the centre of the 

road junction. I wonder if this is something 

we could consider for the future? 

The two posts near Bolton, although sadly 

neglected, are still almost intact. An 

unusual feature is the fact that they 

indicate distances in thirds and quarters of 

miles. They have raised lettering and the 

uprights are painted grey. Traditionally 

these would have been much more eye 

catching black and white bands. On close 

inspection the words Alnwick Foundry can 

be found in raised letters on the upright. 

Apparently the foundry was situated in 

the vicinity of where Morrisons is now. 

I would dearly like to see these three 

antique signposts greatly improved, if not 

completely brought back to their original 

condition. Other neighbourhoods are 

currently doing this throughout the 

country. It would be tragic to see ours 

replaced by standardised models. 

Thanks to Sue Rogers of Glanton for 

helping with the research and providing 

the photograph. 

 Jen Armstrong
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Local food & crafts made by 
Northumbrians 

Warden's Lodge, Ingram NE66 4LT 

Tasty, locally-sourced, homemade 

food, art and products from the 

region’s local talents. 

10am–4pm everyday (Oct-Mar) 
9am–6pm everyday (Apr-Sep) 

01665 578120 
 
 
 

 

NEED LOCAL, FRIENDLY 
HELP WITH YOUR PC OR 
TABLET...? 

repairs and upgrades 
telephone support 
virus removal  
one-to-one training 
computer ‘crash’ recovery 
anti-virus & anti-spyware 
installation 
……in fact any computer or tablet 
help you need 
 
 

 phil@philgamble.co.uk 
  01669 620457 07815 463140  
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Hair ice in Beanley 

IN KIELDER FOREST ON BOXING DAY 2013, 

in temperatures just below freezing, we 

came across this strange and beautiful ice 

phenomenon. 

 

An internet search revealed it to be Hair 

Ice. Some sources simply say that water is 

forced out through pores in dead wood 

and quickly freezes, forming the close-

packed needle shapes that make up the 

‘hair’. But that’s not the whole story.  

To form it you need dead wood from 

which the bark has been lost. Beech and 

Birch seem to be the best. You then need 

very humid conditions and still air, plus a 

temperature at or just below freezing. So 

if that’s what you need, why don’t we find 

it often and on all fallen twigs and 

branches that have lost areas of bark?  

The answer seems to be that the bits of 

dead wood need to have particular 

microscopic fungi living in them which are 

active in the winter. As the fungi carry out 

their natural respiration they produce CO2 

as a waste product. In freezing conditions, 

this expands and is forced out of small 

pores in the surface of the wood. As it 

emerges, organic material is forced out 

with it and it is this matter that acts as the 

catalyst for the ice to form. 

If it's too cold the chemical activity of the 

fungi almost stops. In any case, liquid 

coming out of the pores freezes too 

quickly, so the 'hair' can’t form. The proof 

that fungi are involved comes from some 

simple experiments in which twigs that 

had produced hair ice were treated with 

fungicide to kill the fungi: the twigs then 

lost the ability to produce the ice. So, only 

some dead twigs have healthy populations 

of these particular fungi, which is why 

they don’t all form hair ice. 

Having found this ice effect in Kielder, we 

went into Beanley Plantation a few days 

later to see if we could find any. We only 

found one sample, under some old beech 

trees, (pictured above). But it was 

encouraging to know that a bit of scientific 

research and a bit of physical searching on 

the ground can identify examples of this 

excellent phenomenon in our own area.  

 Richard Poppleton
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Charity shop in Wooler 2014 

EARLY NOTICE! John and Beryl Parr have 

use of the shop from July 14-26, 2014. We 

hope to raise more funds for the Fistula 

Hospital in Addis Ababa and a yet-to-be-

decided UK Charity. 

We were privileged to visit the main 

Hospital again in December 2013, and also 

one of the five now increasingly active and 

successful Outreach hospitals. Also, we 

visited the Rehabilitation and training 

village, plus the College of Midwifery. 

In spite of the daunting numbers of cases 

coming forward and the backlog, the goal 

of eradicating the injuries by fistula is 

being earnestly pursued. The devotion, 

determination and enthusiasm of the staff 

are heart-warming. Whether they were 

keeping the wards etc spotless, producing 

vegetables, giving the newly acquired 

dairy cows their daily shower (cowman’s 

words), performing the delicate surgical 

operations, or doing the 1,001 necessary 

tasks, the smiles were huge and the 

attitudes uplifting. The least we can do is 

try to add some oh-so-necessary 

funds...WITH YOUR HELP. 

We need anything saleable and in working 

order: household items, gardening ‘stuff’, 

hobbies, clothes, books, bric-a-brac, even 

electrical items if in good working 

condition. 

This is an advance notice. We are asking 

you to keep items for us. If you really can’t 

hang on, or have any queries, please ring 

Beryl or John at 01665 574385. 

 John & Beryl Parr 

 

 

 

  

Help us get your newsletter out to the whole parish. 
Do you know a neighbour who hasn’t received a copy? If so, please let us know:  

 rich.titlington@btinternet.com  01665 578346 

 Greystone Cottage, Titlington Mount, Alnwick NE66 2EA 
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Local walk 

Short 7.5 mile walk along country lanes and across farmland 

DISTANCE: 7.5 miles / 12 km (3 hours) 

MAPS: Ordnance Survey Landranger Sheet 81 

REFRESHMENTS: Plough Inn, Powburn or Muddy Boots Café, Ingram 

START: Plough Inn, Powburn [Grid reference: NU 06234 16321] 

 

 

 

A) Start at Plough Inn public house, turn North on A697 and walk 300 meters. 

B) Turn left onto the unclassified road to Branton. 

C) At the road junction turn left and carry on through Branton village, ignoring the 
junction to Glanton. 

D) At the end of the village carry straight on through the 'No Through Road' sign and 
follow the road to Fawdon farm. 

E) Follow the track through the farm between two cottages, eventually turning right at 
the public footpath sign for Branton. Follow the track through a gate and up to the 
shoulder of the hill. At the top of the hill you will see Ingram in the valley below. 
Follow the track down to Ingram, passing through two metal gates, and then bear 
left onto the tarmac track to the village. 
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F) On entering the village, turn right past the village hall and into the Muddy Boots 
Café car park. Take the small track from the left of the car park through the trees 
behind the church. 

G) Pass through the gate, turn right onto the road and over the road bridge, and follow 
the road to Brandon. 

H) As you reach Brandon, turn right and re-cross the river via the foot bridge. 

I) Then walk 100 yards and enter Branton Lakes on your left. There is no need to open 
the gate as there is a gap for walkers to the right of the gate. Continue around both 
lakes keeping to the left, eventually passing through a wooden gate and then over a 
small foot bridge. 

J) At the head of the East lake take the small track to the left, through two wooden 
gates and onto the road. Follow the road past the caravan site and up to the A697. 

K) Turn right and follow the A697 back to the Plough Inn. 

Please be aware of farm animals at Fawdon farm and Exmoor ponies at Branton lakes. 

 Robbie Burn 

 

  

MOT Testing 

 

Townfoot, Rothbury 

For your peace of mind have your car 
tested by our expert professional 

testers 

Call Russell or Mike on 

01669 620817 

www.oldmotorhouse.co.uk 

We also restore, service, repair and 
upgrade classic cars of all eras – call 

us to see what we can do for your car 
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Rhubarb crumble slice 

WHEN LITTLE ELSE IS READY in the garden, rhubarb is 

one of the first crops you can harvest. Technically a 

vegetable, rhubarb is grown for its tasty pink stems 

and treated like a fruit. It's the perfect ingredient for 

crumbles with piping hot custard or a scoop of 

Doddington vanilla ice cream...mmm!! 

[Makes 16 slices] 

Base: 180g self-raising flour 
 110g golden caster sugar 
 180g butter 
 240g porridge oats 

Filling: 400g rhubarb chopped to 3cm lengths 
(discard leaves as they are poisonous). 

 150g golden caster sugar 
 1 teaspoon vanilla essence 

Topping: 110g demerara sugar 
 80g plain flour 
 50g flaked almonds 
 40g white chocolate 
 70g salted butter, room temperature 

 

• Preheat the oven to 160oC /gas mark 4. 

• Line a shallow tin with baking parchment 20-30cm. 

• Sift the flour into a bowl, add the sugar and butter and rub together (use a food 
processor if desired). Mix through the oats to combine.  

• Push the mixture into the tin and press. 

• Toss the rhubarb with the sugar and vanilla extract then sprinkle over the mixture. 

• For the topping add flour, sugar and butter in a bowl. Use your fingers to form 
clumps. Stir in flaked almonds. 

• Sprinkle the topping over the rhubarb and bake in the preheated oven for 30 
minutes or until golden brown. Let it cool in the tin. 

• Melt the chocolate and pipe or drizzle over the top of the crumble. Cool before 
refrigerating. Cut into slices. 

 May Wilson  

Robbie 
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Local Food & Craft Day 

12 April 2014 

Breamish Hall, Powburn 

Further information from 

May Wilson: 01665 578576 

 
 

A representative from Hedgeley 

Parish Council will be attending to 

give residents the opportunity to 

discuss the Parish Plan. 
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Of this Parish 

 

THE MANSE IS A VICTORIAN HOUSE on the 

Hedgeley side of the bridge in Powburn. It 

is home to Stuart and Joanna English and 

their family: Lucas (11), Madeleine (17) 

and Tristan (19). 

They arrived in March 2008 and, as most 

local residents will remember, September 

of that year saw torrential rain, landslips 

and the flooding-out of a number of 

people living close to the Pow Burn. With 

no previous experience of flooding events 

in the village, Joanna had no idea what to 

expect or how likely it was that they would 

find the ground floor of the house 

submerged. I say Joanna because Stuart 

was conveniently away on business at the 

time! Fortunately Bill and Anna Smith in 

their home by the village hall were able to 

say confidently that although the Manse 

might end up as an island in the flood, the 

water wouldn’t get high enough to come 

inside. Equally fortunately their prediction, 

born of many years’ experience, proved 

correct. What an introduction for the 

English family to their new community! 

Stuart is an industrial designer. A simple 

statement like that, however, doesn’t 

begin to do him justice because he is a 

professional working at the premier hub 

of British industrial design at Northumbria 

University. He plays a major role in 

leading, teaching and mentoring some of 

the brightest industrial design post-

graduate students in the world. He also 

leads a university-based entrepreneurial 

organisation called Ideas Lab whose work 

and innovations are much sought after by 

commercial companies as well as 

governments at home and abroad. 

Stuart was born in Sunderland and studied 

at Newcastle Polytechnic before moving 

south to work with businesses on projects 

as diverse as designing marine hardware, 

satellite communications equipment and 

children’s car seats. In 1990 he took up a 

post at Northumbria University and he has 

become increasingly influential there in 

the 23 years since. As a measure of the 
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prestige of industrial design at 

Northumbria, among past colleagues are 

Jony Ive, now Senior Vice President 

(Design) at Apple and Tim Brown, CEO of 

global design company IDEO.  

 

Joanna is well known in Northumberland 

as a wildlife and natural history artist. She 

works mostly in watercolour and 

sometimes in acrylics. When she was 

younger she had an amazing job working 

as the official artist at Marwell Zoo in 

Hampshire, which is where Stuart met her 

in 1986. Many people will know her work 

through the range of greetings cards she 

produces but who knows, maybe this 

article will bring a stream of people to the 

Manse seeking to buy her original art 

works? You can see examples of her work 

on this page. She and the family often take 

long walks around the nature reserve and 

along the river. Living at the Manse has 

also enabled her to follow her interest in 

horses and she regularly rides locally. 

When the family arrived in Powburn in 

2008 Lucas was 5 and he went to Branton 

School. Stuart feels this was very 

beneficial for him because, as a pupil in a 

school of just nineteen he was obliged to 

show what he was capable of. It stood him 

in good stead when he went on to 

Glendale Middle School in Wooler where 

he is doing well. Madeleine is in the sixth 

form at the High School in Alnwick and 

Tristan is at college in Newcastle. One can 

just imagine the complexity for Stuart, and 

particularly Joanna, of dealing with the 

family’s daily travel needs. 

 

Somehow I’ve managed to get this far in 

the article without getting to the fact that 

for the past five years Stuart has been 

Chair of Hedgeley Parish Council. This 

takes us back to the aftermath of the 

floods. Not long after the event, he had a 

knock at the door of the Manse and found 

Noreen Birnie there with a request. Well, 

actually two. Not just “would you be 

interested in joining the parish council?” 

but also “… and would you consider being 

the Chair?” Stuart said yes to both and, 

with his fellow council members, got stuck 

in to the hard work that arose for the 

Parish Council in trying to get some action 

to prevent future flooding. There’s no 

doubt that taking on this position got him 
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rapidly involved with and immersed in the 

community. 

Powburn was, as it turned out, very lucky 

that Peter Kerr from the Environment 

Agency was such a competent and 

committed water engineer. He rapidly 

appreciated that the aim had to be to slow 

down water coming into the village and 

speed it up going out. Local people 

contributed vital information for the 

scheme and will know very well the sort of 

work that was carried out. For example, 

banks and bunds were created south and 

west of Powburn to hold back water and 

allow it to drain away naturally into the 

soil; the vehicle bridge over the burn to 

the water pumping station was removed; 

work was done with Cemex to improve 

the way the Branton ponds acted to 

prevent water flowing into the village. Our 

Parish Council did a very good job of 

pressing the authorities to take necessary 

action and, so far, the results seem to 

have been successful. 

Stuart loves living in Powburn, he values 

greatly the quality of the community and 

the community spirit. Even if work and 

other commitments do eventually take the 

family away it will be with great regret to 

have to leave the village. 

 Richard Poppleton was in conversation 
with Stuart English 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Regular services ensure safe use of your 

boiler, improve its efficiency, hence 

reduce your fuel bill. If you would like 

your boiler serviced and keep warm in 

the winter, please contact: 

Coquetdale Boiler Services 

Oil Fired Boilers Serviced & Repaired 

Oil Tanks Supplied and Fitted 

 

Tel: 01669620716 
Mob: 07970808056 

Email: michaelrickaby@yahoo.co.uk 
 
 

OFTEC Reg. No. 27118  
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Plantastic 

SOME WOODLAND-FLOOR PLANTS begin 

to flower in early April. They flower before 

the tree canopy opens and shades them 

out. But the three species I’ve chosen also 

tend to grow in more open situations, so 

their early activity is likely to be more an 

attempt to complete their annual 

reproductive cycle before more vigorous 

plants grow up and overwhelm them. 

 

Among the grasses Sweet Vernal Grass 

(Anthoxanthum odoratum) is usually the 

first to flower. It grows in meadows and 

other grassy places. It smells of new 

mown-hay and was often used to stuff 

pillows and mattresses to keep them 

smelling fresh. It is also regarded as the 

best, sweetest ‘chewing grass’. If you pull 

the stem apart at a joint a good length of 

soft, sweet leaf-base can usually be pulled 

out. Mind, in sheep country, picking any 

plant material and putting it in your 

mouth carries a bit of a risk of infecting 

yourself with liver fluke, so I really don't 

recommend it! 

On hedge banks and in woodland edges in 

late March and April you often come 

across the cheerful 

little blue-purple 

flowers of Common 

Dog Violet (Viola 

riviniana). The violets 

are a confusing group 

of plants, but in our 

area, early in the 

season, it will probably be this species that 

you will find. It’s called ‘dog’ violet 

because one use of the word dog can 

mean unsatisfactory or unattractive and 

these plants have no scent, unlike their 

close relative Sweet Violet. 

Often before the end of March you begin 

to find Barren Strawberry (Potentilla 

sterilis) in flower. It grows in short turf and 

in woodland rides and looks similar to 

Wild Strawberry, although it doesn’t 

produce edible fruits.  

 

You can see the difference in the photos 

above (Barren on the left, Wild on the 

right).  

 Richard Poppleton
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Bailiffgate Museum & Gallery re-opened! 

 

WITH SUPPORT FROM a Heritage Fund Lottery grant the museum has undergone a major 

transformation and opened its doors to the public on Saturday 15 February as a new 

‘state of the art’ heritage centre.  

The interactive displays are perfect for children with PC-based activities, an ‘Aunt Sally’ 

with armour to wear and take a photograph, dressing up clothes to be a pupil in the old 

schoolroom, and finding Finlay the museum mouse and his family and friends under the 

schoolroom floor. Not to mention the mouse hunt all round the museum! 

Open Tuesday-Sunday 10.00-4.00pm 

Under 5s go free 

Only £1 for children aged up to 16  

Or visit our website for a voucher that 
admits one child free with one paying 
adult www.bailffgatemuseum.co.uk 

Pick up a ‘What’s On 2014’ leaflet for info about: 

• talks and workshops all year 

• exhibitions featuring local artists 

• performance poetry evenings 

• Museum Tots and Family Friday sessions 

• knitting and craft groups 

Canon’s comments 

THERE ARE MANY MYTHS and fables about ‘three magic wishes’. The challenge is to use 

them wisely. We read of the greedy King who asked that all that he touched would 

change to gold; little thinking that he would starve before he could spend his wealth. As I 

watch the world news I wonder if three wishes could change the lives of the desperate 

people in Syria, or Southern Sudan or other manmade disasters. A reality check reminds 

me that of course the world and life itself is not like that. I need to see myself in the 

context of my today. I need to strive for greater inner peace if I am to be able to show 

peace to others. I need to recognise my relationship with others needs to be founded on 

accepting others in ways that I myself like to be accepted. I need to accept I cannot 

change the world on my own but that, by joining with others, I might help to change the 

world in small ways...as well as great. Over the next few months the earth will again 

Bailiffgate offers a wonderful venue 

and visitor attraction for families 

and children to find out more about 

our wonderful heritage.  

 

Bailiffgate - so much more than a museum! 
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show us the miracle of new birth: the snowdrops that we already see signalling more 

changes. It will not be as a result of three magic wishes but because of the cycle of life. 

All of us can choose to enhance these changes with all the love that lies within us and, in 

small ways, make the world a better place. Sadly we can also choose to simply watch it 

happen and wait for others to make the first move. The choice is ours.  

  Canon Jim Robertson 

 

 

 

 

 

  

What if? 

You could escape for just a couple of 

hours each month – from the house, the 

family, the office and the ironing. 

You could take time out for yourself, to 

be entertained, learn new skills modern 

and traditional, be inspired, change your 

lifestyle and maybe even get involved in 

community projects. 

You could meet and enjoy the 

companionship of other women who, like 

yourself, sometimes feel that life is like 

travelling in the fast lane with so much to 

do and so little time to do it. 

 
Make your future happen... 

join the WI 

The WI is all about inspiring women 

Come along to Hedgley WI who meet in the 
Breamish Hall, Powburn 

at 7 pm every 2nd Tuesday of the month 

THE WI IS HERE TO INSPIRE YOU 
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Darkest skies in England! 

 

 

 

LIVING AS WE DO IN AND AROUND 

Powburn, it’s easy to forget that 85% of 

the UK population have never seen a 

genuinely dark sky. That may seem an 

incredible statistic but light pollution 

across the UK is such that very few areas 

remain unaffected. 

Happily for us, the Northumberland 

National Park and Kielder Forest Park is so 

unaffected by light pollution that, in 

December 2013, they were awarded Gold 

Tier International Dark Sky Status. Given 

that they cover a combined area of 1500 

square kilometres, this makes them not 

just the officially recognised darkest area 

in England but also the biggest Dark Sky 

area in Europe and the third largest in the 

world! 

All very well you may say but how does 

that affect me? The first thing to say is 

that this isn’t just about promoting the 

Kielder Observatory. During the process of 

applying for the Dark Sky award, over 300 

light readings were taken across the 

region, including here in the Breamish 

Valley. So the National Park is rolling out a 

programme of free events in the darkest 

areas of the Park which local residents are 

welcome to attend. Guest astronomers 

give a ‘beginners guide to the night sky’ 

talk and then, weather permitting, it’s 

outside to look at the universe through 

the telescopes provided. 

Secondly, the nationwide publicity 

generated by the award has already led to 

an upturn in interest from tourists whose 

money supports so many businesses in the 

local economy and who, in turn, provide 

so much employment. 
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Finally, with regard to existing exterior 

lighting, the Park won’t be employing 

‘light police’! Rather, they see their role as 

promoting the use of lighting, which 

reflects the light downwards rather than 

wasting it by allowing it to spill upwards (if 

anything can spill upwards). It’s likely, 

therefore, that in the future those of us 

who have street lighting will see them 

altered not removed! [See below] 

Given that so few people have the 

opportunity to witness a dark sky, why not 

take advantage and go along to the next 

event in Ingram? I’ll try to ensure that 

details are posted at Hedgeley Services or 

will contact people individually if they 

supply an email address. 

 

 Dean Wilkinson: cheviotview@hotmail.co.uk

 

What about security light?  

Residents are encouraged to confine the spill from external lighting to within their 

property boundary. This could be done by simply adapting or modifying an existing unit, 

e.g. by tilting lights down. If you want to erect a new unit, consider using a low wattage 

bulb or use dark sky friendly lighting units, which are well shielded. There’s no 

compulsion in any of this. But to keep our skies dark and retain our status as Europe's 

largest Dark Sky Park, it would be good to have everyone’s help. 

What about street lights? 

Northumberland County Council has an ‘invest to save’ scheme getting underway next 

year to replace 16,000 lights across the county with new LED units. These are well 

shielded and shine light down rather than allow it to spill upwards. They can also be 

dimmed. Some communities have already had LED lights fitted. 
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