
Volunteering at 
Cragside

MY NAME IS DUNCAN NORMAN and 

I’m Head Ranger for the National 

Trust at Cragside.  

I’ve been at Cragside for 6 years and the 

impact of its great beauty, wonder and 

interest has never diminished: the 

longer I live here, and the more work 

my team and our wonderful volunteers 

do, the more stunning the place 

becomes.  

For me it’s very humbling to live in a 

place that people pay to come and visit, 

and to do a job that others give up their 

own time to volunteer to do for free. 

On my holidays I tend to take 

advantage of my staff card and visit 

other properties across the country in 

my campervan, and there isn’t 

anywhere to compare with Cragside. 

When I told people that I was taking a 

job at Cragside everyone who knew the 

area or property was instantly jealous 

but asked, ‘So what does a Head Ranger 

do?’ In short I lead a small team of 

Rangers and a much larger team of 

fantastic volunteers. Our job is to keep 

things ticking over, keep the place 

presentable, the visitors happy, the 

estate accessible, all the services 

(plumbing, hydrants, valves, water 

features, gas and electric) functioning, 

car parks flowing, footpaths open, lakes 

full, play area well maintained and grass 

mown and weeds strimmed! 

Our day begins with opening up; we 

check car parks, empty bins, pick up 

litter, conduct safety checks on play 

equipment and have the property 

presentable for the visitors. Throughout 

we keep an ear on our radios for calls 

for assistance from other teams, as well 

as dealing with car breakdowns, lost 

children and the occasional first aid 

incident.  

ISSUE 14 ▪ JUNE 2013 
 



 

2 

 

We have a core team of Wednesday 

volunteers. We also have local Cubs, 

Scouts, Brownies, Guides and corporate 

groups doing their day for charity and 

National Trust county volunteers who 

spend alternate Sundays working in 

properties across Northumberland.  

Our hardworking group of volunteers all 

come from the local area. They come 

every Wednesday and bring a huge 

enthusiasm for any task put in front of 

them. Anyone who has walked round 

our two (Nelly’s Moss) lakes on top of 

the estate can’t help but see how much 

effort has been put into clearing the 

banks and footpaths all the way round 

the complete circuit. Virtually all this 

work has been done by our regular 

volunteers. 

We are always looking for more 

volunteers. All you need to be is happy 

to muck in, happy to get mucky, happy 

to take part in a bit of banter and happy 

to make a difference. A preference for 

tea and chocolate biscuits also helps! 

Across the whole property volunteers 

out number staff in the region of 6:1 

and if you don’t fancy working on the 

estate there are other opportunities in 

the House, working on events, working 

with the education team and behind 

the scenes offering admin support. We 

have one volunteer who monitors our 

energy use online through a series of 

data-logger smart meters and then 

sends me emails enquiring what was 

going on in the tea rooms at 7am to 

warrant a surge in gas use; another who 

is sorting through our digital photo 

library, and another who is a wizard 

with Excel spreadsheets.  

For 2013/14 we have big plans for the 

estate. We are still hoping to install an 

Archimedes screw turbine on 

Tumbleton dam this summer and hence 

once more be generating enough 

hydro-electricity to light the House. 

There are also plans to re-open the 

Gorge – the footpath leading from the 

House to the original Powerhouse 

(hydroelectric turbine house) and to 

expand the play area. With our 

volunteers, we aim to keep improving 

the footpath network, to be always 

revealing rock features and to stick with 

our ‘putting the Crag back in Cragside’ 

campaign.  

 If you’re interested in volunteering or 

would like any other information 

contact me on 01669 622026 or 

Duncan.norman@nationaltrust.org.uk 
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May's Irish Night  

LOCAL DIALECT POET JAMES TAIT muses 
about the Burn’s Supper held at the 
Breamish Hall in January this year. 
 
 

A' went to one o' May's Irish nights, 

and a' met some tremendous folk, 

there was a fella caal'd Malcolm 

who sang some songs, 

and by! He could tell a joke. 

 

Some bairns were dancin' 

and me heart fair leapt! 

'Twas a tune me friend had wrote! 

A' sat doon tae a lovely bubble 'n' squeak 

afore 'a played a note. 

 

Aye, Malcolm, he was full o' hell 

and he gave iz some soond advice, 

but a' was listening mair to me belly 

saying "this food is canny nice!" 

 

And it's a place a' wad gan back to, 

for the welcome that a' received, 

and the effort that May puts into these 

things, 

hes to be seen to be believed! 

 

She's nivvor flappin', but calm and steady 

and the night went varry weel. 

Some dosh was raised for the village haal 

roof 

and wu aal had a lovely meal 

 

As a' breathed the spring air on the bridge 

A warm glow inside a' had 

Aye, if every place was like Powburn 

then we'd aal dee not sae bad! 
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Of this parish 

DAVID TAYLOR OF PERCY’S CROSS is 

our guest in this issue.  

 

In the early 1930s David’s grandparents 

lived at Percy’s Cross. His grandfather 

was a shepherd working for the Swordy 

family and was also a well-known local 

fiddle player and Northumbrian piper. 

His father’s cousin was Willie Taylor 

who was locally famous as one of the 

‘Three Shepherds’ who brought 

Northumbrian music to many 

gatherings until the late 1990s.  

David’s grandfather’s schedule on some 

Saturdays in the 1930s was to do his 

shepherding work from first light until 

lunchtime when he would get on his 

bike to cycle to Seahouses to play 

football for North Sunderland. He 

would then cycle home for a quick tea 

and once more get on his bike to play 

his fiddle at a local dance. Incidentally, 

he also taught the Fraters of Moorlaws 

how to shear sheep. 

David’s father was born at Lantern 

Buildings and went to school in Bolton. 

When he reached working age, he did a 

stint as a trainee gamekeeper at 

Broome Park but then worked as a 

rabbit catcher. In those days rabbit 

catchers would pay rent to local 

farmers for the rights to take rabbits on 

their land and then make their living by 

selling the animals they caught. When 

myxomatosis finished the rabbit trade, 

he built up a fencing business. 

David’s mother worked for Major 

Bryant at Crawley Tower and by this 

stage the family lived at Crawley in one 

of the three cottages. Nowadays, there 

are just two cottages. When Mrs Taylor 

was pregnant with David and close to 

her time in 1952, they used the one 

phone in the Tower to call for the 

midwife. David remembers that 

Crawley Tower was, to a child, rather 

creepy. 

From Crawley the family moved to 

Brandon White House, where people 

came from the valley to play football in 

the field behind the house, and David’s 

mother worked in the farmhouse for 

Mrs Chisholm. Later they had a spell 

living in the house at Lilburn Glebe by 

the A697 where for many years Gerry 

and Monica Parkin have lived, and 

where you can buy Gerry’s hive honey. 
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David first went to school in Wooler 

rather than in Roddam or Lilburn. There 

was an arrangement involving the local 

Freemasons, one of whom was the 

Headmaster, which meant 

strings were pulled to get 

him a place there. He 

travelled by bus to school 

and for lunch the pupils 

marched daily to a sort of 

café on the High Street at 

Padegpool opposite 

where Glendale Paints is 

now. Later there was a 

new school, where the 

current First School is, at 

the top of the High Street. 

It had an onsite canteen, 

so lunch was then eaten at the school.  

In 1958, when he was six, David moved 

with his family to Percy’s Cross where 

he has lived ever since. By now his 

father had a well-established fencing 

business. When David reached the age 

of eleven he had the choice of taking 

the 11+ exam to go to the High School 

in Alnwick. But Alnwick played rugby 

and Wooler played football, so for 

David the choice was clear – he elected 

to stay in Wooler. He played football for 

school and then for Glanton and 

Hedgeley. He has sharp memories of 

playing on the bog of a pitch at 

Alnmouth where the opposition winger, 

Johnny Lamb, had clearly had a good 

liquid lunch and hadn’t exactly got his 

mind on the game. At Wark-on-Tweed 

the pitch was between the road and the 

river and it wasn’t unusual for the ball 

to have to be retrieved from the river! 

When he left school he was 

offered a job as a trainee 

shepherd at Wooperton for 

£8 a week. But his dad 

wanted help with the fencing, 

so he offered David the same 

wage to work for him (£8 for 

7-days-a- week shepherding 

was less attractive than £8 for 

5-days fencing!). His dad was 

willing to let him go shoot 

beating in the winter months, 

which could earn £3 a day – 

all without his main wage being docked. 

He has fond memories of the shooting 

days. At that time Major Cowen would 

come up for the big shoots, having 

bought Shawdon Hall and farm and 

later came to live in the parish. David’s 

contact with many farms while he was 

beating meant he was aware of a small 

group of what he calls ‘social farmers’ 

who had a pattern of activity that 

involved rather a lot of time in the 

Bridge of Aln pub! 

In 1978, when David was 26, his father 

died, but the Hedgeley Estate allowed 

him to take over the tenancy at Percy’s 

Cross (no certainty with rural tenancies) 

so he could carry on the fencing 

business.  



 

6 

The second half of the 1990s were 

momentous years. David and Anne had 

been together for about nine years, 

with Anne living at Beanley, working for 

John Carr-Ellison as farm secretary. In 

1995 they decided to get married. Then, 

four months later, his mother, who was 

living next door to Bobby Blain in West 

Hedgeley Cottages, died at the age of 

only 69. In 1997 David and Anne’s son 

Peter was born. A year later David 

suffered a stroke. He was unable to 

work for two years, but then John Carr-

Ellison at Hedgeley Estates offered him 

part-time work. This meant he could 

earn as much as his incapacity benefit 

had provided plus additional hours 

when the Estate needed it. 

And that’s the situation that exists to 

this day. If you drive along the Powburn 

to Beanley road or walk along the river 

at Low Hedgeley you are likely to come 

across David on his own or perhaps 

with Vince Birnie dealing with stock or 

tackling other tasks around the Estate. 

THIS ARTICLE WOULDN’T BE COMPLETE 

without some mention of Peter Taylor. 

He’s no ordinary 16-year-old. David 

doesn’t play an instrument, but Peter 

has taken up where his granddad left 

off, playing the Northumbrian Pipes. 

Several times he’s had the honour of 

‘piping in’ guests to special events at his 

High School.  

 

In addition, he wants to become a 

football referee. He takes it very 

seriously and attends the Newcastle 

Academy for training, under 

premiership referee Michael Oliver and 

his team of volunteers. Recently he had 

his photo taken with England’s top 

referee, Howard Webb. His ambition is 

to be a professional referee and to 

perform in the Premiership, but in the 

meantime he’s happy to be able to earn 

some money by officiating at junior 

games in Alnwick. 

Finally, when I asked David what he 

thinks about living and working in our 

rural patch of Northumberland, he is 

quite clear that for him it has been the 

family feel of the community that has 

kept him here and which he really 

appreciates. 

 
 
 David Taylor was in conversation with 

Richard Poppleton. 
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Out & About – Bolton Village Hall 

Pop group band practice 
Monday evenings, 1800 – 2000 hrs. 

 Ballroom/sequence dance practice 
Tuesday evenings, 2000 – 2130 hrs. 

   

Keep Fit Class 
Wednesday morning, 1000 – 1100 hrs. 

 Self Expression Dance Class 
Thursday morning, 1000 – 1200 hrs. 

   

Monthly Dance 
2nd Saturday of the month,  
2000 – 2330 hrs. 

 Other Uses: Parish Council meetings, 
private parties, funeral teas, Harvest 
Festival, suppers, coffee mornings, etc. 

   

The hall is available at all other times for any community use by any member of the 
public. Also, tables and chairs can be hired from the hall by prior arrangement. 
Rates for hall use: Regular users £6/hr Occasional users £8/hr 
   Hire of tables £2.50/day Plastic chairs £0.25/day 

All booking enquiries and equipment hire, contact Patricia Herriman on 01665 574623 
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Recipes for Success 

 WILD GARLIC GIVES OFF AN AROMA without being 
crushed, unlike the bulbs you purchase in a supermarket. 
It’s abundant in Crawley Dene. The leaves, stem and 
flowers are edible too. Best to leave the bulbs so that 
next year there’ll be another batch to enjoy! 
 

 

Pesto Makes 3 jars, about 700g 

200g cashews 100g Parmesan, grated 
200g wild garlic 200ml olive oil 

1. Dry roast the cashews in a frying pan until they turn golden.  
2. Wash the wild garlic, remove the stems, pat dry and put into a food processor with 

the cashews. Blend until you get a rough paste. 
3. Add the Parmesan and pulse again until well incorporated. 
4. While still blending, add the olive oil in a steady stream. Season with salt and pepper 

and pulse again. 
5. Transfer the pesto into sterilised jars and cover with a glug of olive oil to seal. 

6. Keep in the fridge for up to three weeks. 
 

Cheese Scone with Wild Garlic 

1lb self raising flour 10oz Cheviot Cheese, grated 
1teaspoon salt wild garlic, chopped 
1teaspoon mustard 2 eggs 
4oz lard ½ pt milk 

1. Sift flour, salt and mustard into a bowl, rub in the lard. Stir in the wild garlic also the 
cheese, reserving a little for the tops. Mix to a soft dough with the eggs and milk. 

2. On a lightly floured surface roll out, cut into rounds and place on a greased baking 
tray. 

3. Brush with egg and milk, sprinkle with cheese. 
4. Bake in a hot oven 220 oC or Gas mark 7 for 10-15 minutes. 
  

 May Wilson 
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Plantastic 

Garden plants are always escaping into the wild. Sometimes that isn’t a 

particular problem because the native plants can easily cope with their new 

companions. But sometimes it’s much more of an issue…

 

IN INGRAM, RECENTLY, two garden 

escape ’aliens’ have been noticed and 

they represent these two extremes. The 

first is American Skunk Cabbage 

(Lysichiton americanus). In big estate 

gardens where there are wet boggy 

areas you often find this plant covering 

quite big patches. The photograph 

shows it at the early spring flowering 

stage and you can see that it is closely 

related to our native Lords and Ladies 

which grows, among other places, at 

the Powburn end of the old railway line.  

Skunk Cabbage has spectacular big, 

bright yellow ‘flowers’. The actual 

flowers are collected on the greenish 

central column or spadix while the 

yellow spathe that forms the hood is a 

modified leaf. As well as their colour 

these flowers have what is described as 

an ‘evil smell like a combination of 

skunk and garlic’. Well, I’ve never smelt 

skunks, but I get the message! The 

purpose of the smell is to attract small 

flies and beetles to carry out the 

pollination. 

After the flowers die down large fleshy 

leaves grow up and you can often get a 

small forest of the plants. This is where 

the problem arises because they spread 

rapidly wherever the ground is boggy 

and they crowd out other plants. The 

biggest concern comes when they 

appear beside running water – like the 

River Breamish – which can carry the 

seeds downstream to new sites. So 

watch out, Powburn! 

 

Then there’s the wonderfully-named 

Pick-a-back (or piggy-back) Plant 

(Tolmiea menziesii). You could always 

try pronouncing the Latin name after a 
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pint or two at the Plough Inn. It’s a 

member of the Saxifrage family and has 

heart-shaped, downy, yellow-green 

leaves and strangely-shaped flowers. 

It’s a native of western coastal areas in 

the USA but is sometimes grown here 

as a garden perennial. 

Fortunately, although it does have 

underground rhizomes, they don’t 

spread too aggressively and the plant 

will not always persist in areas outside 

gardens to which it has escaped. As 

with some other hairy or downy plants, 

you have to be a bit careful with 

handling it too much because it has 

been shown to cause a skin rash if you 

have sensitive skin. 

 Richard Poppleton 

 

 

 

 
 

 

  

July Book Sale 

13 July 2013 • 10.30-12.00 • Memorial Hall, Whittingham • FREE ENTRY 

Want to relax with a GOOD BOOK. Why not come to us first? We are not as BIG as the opposition 

but nor are our prices. Our July Raffle has a collector’s item among the prizes, Grace Darling: Maid 

and Myth by Richard Armstrong: a fascinating account of the area, a host of characters, the times in 

which they lived, and the effects of ‘fame’ in a pre-electricity era. Fair Trade Tea and Coffee is also 

available for just 50p, with a tempting selection of biscuits.  

Please leave any donated books in St Bartholomew’s church, Whittingham.  

Enquiries: Beryl Parr 01665 574385 
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Powburn Show 

  

 
IN 2012 WE WERE FORTUNATE on Show 

day to have a dry, hot day while the rest 

of the region had torrential rain. We 

hope this year for more dry, warm 

weather; not only for Show day but also 

beforehand for the cultivation of both 

the edible and decorative garden 

produce. 

There are some changes to the 

activities in this year’s Show.  

Regretfully the Dog Companion Show 

has had to be cancelled, as we have 

been unable to find a replacement for 

Avril Knox who has for many years 

organised this event on our behalf. 

Steve Griffith will organise a Terrier 

Show in its place, as well as the terrier 

race later in the afternoon. 

The tea tent will again be hosted by 

Samantha & Joyce Frater on behalf of 

the committee whilst Barty Thompson 

will be tending bar in the beer tent. 

Geoff Allan will also be in attendance 

with his fish and chips van. 

The Sheep Dog Trials are planned for 

Saturday 20th July. The usual field will 

not be available and the venue has still 

to be decided. Look out for the 

signposts and further information on 

the website. All spectators welcome! 

The Show schedule is available from 

Hedgeley Services, the Antiques Centre 

and the Plough Inn. Some changes are 

inevitable before the Show. These will 

be posted on the website.  

The committee always appreciates any 

help, particularly on Show day. If you 

have a couple of hours to spare to help 

on the gate, with car parking or in the 

tea tent, we would love to hear from 

you. Please contact May Wilson 01665 

578576, Terry Stanners 01665 578300 

or 07817404181, or any other 

committee member. 

  

3rd August 2013 

www.powburnshow.com 

Adults £4.00 / OAPs £3.00 
Children 5-16 £2.00 

Under 5s Free 

 Terry Stanners 
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Out & About – Breamish Hall, Powburn 

AVAILABLE TO HIRE FOR 
PARTIES AND MEETINGS. ALL 
ENQUIRIES MARY WEALLANS 

01665 578499 

 Powburn Carpet Bowls  
September-April for home matches & 
practice (Monday or Wednesday). 
Further information:  
Pat 01665 603552. 

   

Parish Council & Cheviot Views Group  John Taylor’s Council Surgeries 
   

Northumbrian Spinners 
First and third Monday every month, 
10.00am-3.00pm.  
Further details ring 01669 620207. 

 Cheviot Canine Group  
First three Thursdays of every month, 
7.00-8.30pm. Contact Avril Knox 
016708 54123 or pop into the class. 

   

Women’s Institute  
Second Tuesday evening of every month (except August) from 7.00pm.  
New members are always welcome. Further details ring Jean 01665 578254. 
   

Fitness to Music 
Get fit - Get active - Improve mobility - Life style - Social Gathering & Interaction - All 
ages welcome     Every Monday - 10.30-11.30am - £5 per person 
   

“Sing with me" PRE-SCHOOL SINGING AND MUSIC SESSIONS 
Spend time with your little ones singing, playing musical instruments and making new 
friends.   First Session FREE 
Further details: AVRIL HUNTLY  07772 794872        Email: avrilhuntly@googlemail.com 

 

Contact Information 
 SUMMER SERENADE 

ALNWICK & DISTRICT CHORAL SOCIETY 
IN LIGHTER VEIN 

A programme of folk-songs old and 
new, featuring the High School Flute 
Group conducted by Peter Brown. 

Sunday, 30th June at 7.30 pm,  

St Paul’s Church, Alnwick. 

Entry £9 (concessions £8) at the door. 

EDITOR: Graham Williamson, 
3 Crawley Dene, Powburn NE66 4HA  
Tel: 07969 133201. 
Email: graham@breamishvalley.com 

Cheviot Views is produced quarterly. 
The editor is pleased to consider articles 
or letters of not more than 500 words for 
publication. Where possible, articles 
should be accompanied by a good quality 
digital photograph of 250dpi or higher. 
Copy date for October 2013 issue: 
Saturday 28 September 
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Short Walk around Branton Lakes 

DISTANCE: 3.25 miles / 5.2 km 

MAPS: Ordnance Survey Landranger Sheet 81 

REFRESHMENTS: Plough Inn, Powburn 

START: Car park Plough Inn, Powburn [GR062163] 

 

 

 

A) Leave the Plough Inn car park and head North along the footpath of the A697, 

crossing the bridge over the Pow Burn. 

B) Turn left along the country road heading towards Branton. 

C) At the junction of the two country roads turn left and walk 100 yards. 

D) To the right, walk through the metal gate and along the gravel track to the car 

park. 

E) Turn left at the ‘Bird Hide’ sign and follow the path to the bird hide. 

F) At the bird hide continue clockwise around the west lake. At this point the path 

turns from gravel to grass. Continue around the lake, passing through 3 five-bar 

wooden gates. Please be aware that two Exmoor ponies may graze in this area 

and the gates should be closed behind you. 
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G) At this point you can turn right and this will take you between the two lakes and 

back to the bird hide. Alternatively, carry straight on around the East lake. Carry 

on, crossing a raised walkway over a stream until you see a Life Buoy.   

H) Turn left 30 yards before the buoy over a style and through a small wooden gate 

onto the country road. Carry straight on along the road, passing the Caravan 

Club Site on your left. 

I) At the junction with the A697 walk across onto the 

Beanley Road and walk 150 yards. 

J) Turn right through the wooden five-bar gate and 

follow the track to a small wooden gate through 

the football field. 

K) Exit at the five-bar wooden gate opposite and turn 

right, following the Pow Burn through the railway 

supports to the A697. Turn left along the footpath 

back to the Plough Inn. 

Parish Council Meeting 

THE MEETING OF HEDGELEY PARISH COUNCIL held on 9th May 2013 was the first 

meeting of the new council, the previous council having been in existence since 2007. 

New member Robbie Burn welcomed onto the Council. There were three vacancies with 

six applications received. John Brown, Ian Smith and Graham Williamson were co-opted. 

Matters discussed included flooding, with John Brown to price the cost of 500 sandbags. 

It was agreed to ask North East Concrete if they could sheet their vehicles which were 

causing issues within Powburn village. Numerous signposts in need of repair, Clerk to 

contact County Council for urgent action, and ask if they would carry out a survey of all 

posts in the parish. Quotations to be sought for flowerpots and plants to improve the 

appearance of Powburn, Bolton and Beanley. The next meeting to be held on Monday 

2nd September 2013, commencing 7.30pm in the Breamish Hall Powburn. 

 Claire Miller 

  

 Robbie Burn 

 

Help us get your newsletter out to the whole parish. 
Do you know a neighbour who hasn’t received a copy? If so, please let us know:  

   rich.titlington@btinternet.com             01665 578346 

  Greystone Cottage, Titlington Mount, Alnwick NE66 2EA 
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Canon’s Comments 

Canon Jim Robertson, vicar of Whittingham and Edlingham with Bolton Chapel 

There are many tasks that suddenly 

confront us as we move along through 

spring. For our family it is the annual 

clean up of the pond. Some years it has 

been easy, as the winter has been mild 

and you can see that there is no major 

need to change all the water and all 

that is needed is for some trimming 

back of one or two plants that have 

grown a bit too enthusiastically. It is 

also a chance to see how many of the 

fish have managed to survive the 

winter. We know from experience that 

the pond is deep enough for them to 

escape even the coldest of winters, but 

this year we have lost two of the fish 

we brought with us some two years 

ago. There have also been running 

repairs to the plastic tubing that takes 

the water from the filter to the 

waterfall, sadly over winter one of the 

stones has gradually created a leak and 

our moves to clean up the net have 

meant that the water can finally escape 

and go wherever it wants! But there is 

some evidence of frog activity and so 

we can once more expect the pleasure 

that a water feature in the garden can 

bring as summer comes along. 

Perhaps at first my thoughts sound 

mundane, and yet hidden in our activity 

is the truth that all of us need to be 

given the occasional spring clean. We 

have had to let go of things that are no 

longer alive to us and that sometimes 

this means getting our hands dirty. It 

also means that we need to accept 

some control in our lives and what 

might have seemed at first to be a rush 

for freedom can perhaps lead into 

difficulty as the metaphoric pond dries 

up.  

 

 

Family Disco 
The Breamish Hall, Powburn 
Saturday 17 August 2013 
7pm-11pm,  £4 adults / £2 children 
 
Fish & chip van available. 

 


