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BBRROOAADDBBAANNDD  MMAATTTTEERRSS  ––  AACCTT  NNOOWW
Parts of our parish have no broadband access 

or have pathetically low broadband speeds.  

For example, if your speed is less than 1.4 

megabit/second you probably can’t download 

films or even use the BBC iPlayer most of the 

time.   

This may just be an inconvenience, but if you 

are trying to run a business or even trying to 

sell your home it could be very much more 

important than that.  We could just shrug our 

shoulders and say that it’s one of the 

consequences of living in such a beautiful 

rural area.  Or we could try to help ourselves 

by helping others to do something about it. 

The County Council has produced a table 

showing the percentage of homes in each 

parish that had registered interest in 

superfast broadband.  For Hedgeley it was 

14.3% (33 homes).  This is nothing like enough 

to convince BT to make our area a priority.  

Rothbury has achieved priority status by 

getting vastly more people to register their 

interest and so to demonstrate high levels of 

need.  



 

Northumberland County Council is making 

great efforts to get money from central 

government to try to achieve at least 2mb/s 

speeds for everyone in the county by 2015.  

But their hand is greatly strengthened if 

they have evidence that residents want a 

decent service.  The document that has been 

copied below will provide that evidence if you 

cut it out and fill it in.  Then either send it by 

post to the address given on the form, or 

send in the same information by email via the 

www.inorthumberland.org.uk website.  This 

website was reported in the Gazette as 

having just been updated and relaunched, so 

do have a look at it. 

  

  

 

Veterinary Expertise for all animals 
equine, farm and pets 

 

New Equine Premises at Morpeth  opened September 2011 

www.alnorthumbriavets.co.uk 

Alnwick  (farm and equine) 
Alnwick 
Morpeth (pets) 
Morpeth (New Equine Clinic) 
Ponteland 
Rothbury 
Wooler 
Amble 
Seahouses 

Wagonway Road  
Belvedere Terrace 
Fairmoor 
Fairmoor 
Abacus House, 
Front Street 
29 Ryecroft Road 
1-3 Bede Street 
65 Main Street 

01665 510999 
01665 602516 
01670 505321 
01670 897597 
01661 871570 
01669 620638 
01668 281323 
01665 713111 
01665 721800 

24 hour emergency cover for all species 

 

  

  

  

To advertise in subsequent issues contact May Wilson: - : wilson4hj@btinternet.com;   
: 01665 578576;: 7 Crawley View, Powburn, Alnwick, Northumberland, NE66 4HJ. 

 
 

Would you like to receive your copy via email and help us to keep costs down? Email the editor 

today to receive all your copies direct to your computer. 

 

http://www.inorthumberland.org.uk/
http://www.alnorthumbriavets.co.uk/
mailto:wilson4hj@
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EEGGLLIINNGGHHAAMM  UUNNDDEERR  SSIIEEGGEE  

––  AANNOOTTHHEERR  WWIINNDD  FFAARRMM??  

The divisive issue of wind-farm development 

has once again been affecting Eglingham. In 

2008, after contentious planning appeals, two 

big wind-farm developments were permitted 

at  Middlemoor and Wandylaw on the ridge 

between Ros Castle and South Charlton.  Both 

will now happen and the Middlemoor scheme is 

already in construction. The 28 turbines will 

be about 125m high (taller than a 38 storey 

building). 

Now another developer is proposing a further 

wind-farm, virtually abutting the Middlemoor 

scheme in the fields south east of the Moor 

Road at the top of Tarry, and significantly 

closer to Eglingham than the other schemes 

and therefore much closer to our own 

Hedgeley Parish. 

The developer’s initial application was for an 

80m high wind mast but they have said they 

plan a multi-turbine development of 

unspecified size. This initial application was 

refused by the Northumberland County 

Council Planning Committee in early 

November, but this was against the advice of 

the Planning Officers.  Because of this last 

point it seems likely that the developer will 

appeal. 

There is an accepted need for renewable 

energy but on-shore wind is only one source, 

and an inefficient, wasteful and expensive 

one.  The evidence that Northumberland and 

particularly the Charlton Ridge are at very 

serious risk of over-development is clear.  But 

neither Government policy nor local planning 

policies should permit a free-for-all for 

development and the voicing of legitimate 

public concern remains critical. 

BBAACCKKGGRROOUUNNDD   FFAACCTTSS :: --   

EE FFFF II CC II EENNCC YY   
 Wind generation is constantly variable and 

its availability is uncontrollable. Turbines 

only operate if the wind is neither too 

weak nor too strong. They usually deliver 

considerably less than 30% of their 

“Installed [i.e. potential] Capacity”, 

despite the claims of their supporters. 

 Because energy from wind turbines is 

intermittent and uncertain, traditional 

power station capacity cannot be reduced 

as the provision of on-shore wind turbines 

increases. 

 For complex technical reasons up to 70% 

of the energy actually produced by wind 

turbines is wasted, and of little benefit in 

terms of saving CO2.  

 Because wind variations across the UK are 

remarkably limited, simply adding more on-

shore wind capacity does not reduce 

intermittency, it just adds to the waste. 

EE CCOONNOOMMIICCSS   
 Despite their inefficiency, wind turbines 

are hugely profitable – a 3 MW turbine 

can produce £600,000 per annum, gross 

income, for its owner/operator, all of 

which is funded by electricity consumers, 

and about half of which is pure “subsidy” – 

even after running costs, a staggering 

rate of return for the developer at the 

cost of the community which sees only the 

depletion of its amenity and landscape. 

 In the last 10 years £2.4 billion of 

subsidies have been paid to on-shore wind 

developers – over £0.5 billion in the 

calendar year 2011.  On-shore wind’s share 
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of subsidies is increasing and is predicted 

to reach £1.5 billion per annum by 2020 

unless subsidies are cut 

 Domestic households directly pay for 

about 40% of this subsidy through their 

electricity bills and most of the remaining 

60% is passed on to consumers in the 

form of extra cost incurred by industrial 

and commercial manufacturers and 

suppliers. 

PP LL AANNNNIINNGG   PPOOLL II CCYY   

 Both current and emerging policies 

affecting Northumberland are based on 

large-scale wind turbine development at 

Kielder – now acknowledged as 

undeliverable. This places unsustainable 

pressure on other parts of the County. 

 Building on this false starting point, NCC’s 

emerging Strategy Document is based on a 

deeply flawed on-shore wind study which 

extraordinarily concluded that 

Northumberland has capacity for a 

2,700% increase in on-shore wind 

development – over 50% of the total 

electricity consumption in 2010 for the 

whole of Great Britain. The study also 

ignores the established planning concept 

of “cumulative impact”. 

 Large areas of Northumberland are 

deemed to be wholly inappropriate for on-

shore wind turbines (the National Park, 

the AONBs and other specially designated 

areas), so other areas, such as ours which 

is an “Area of High Landscape Value”, are 

even more exposed to the pressure for 

on-shore wind developments. 

 The Wandylaw and Middlemoor schemes 

will already lead to development in excess 

of the Charlton Ridge’s “Installed 

Capacity” as assessed by the former 

Alnwick District Council. A main purpose 

of setting an “Installed Capacity” 

threshold was to avoid “cumulative impact” 

and to prevent the creation of a “wind-

farm landscape”. 

 Despite the severe weaknesses in the 

NCC’s emerging Core Strategy Planning 

Document (as exposed by the Newcastle 

and Northumberland Society which has 

recommended alternative policies), 

existing policies nevertheless provide the 

County Council with the necessary tools 

with which to turn away unacceptable 

additional development in our area, but 

they need to be motivated to use those 

tools. 

Many will feel that this latest proposal is a 

step too far and that the site is 

inappropriate for wind-farm development.  

Some reasons for that view are that:- 

 This is a highly visible site, set on the 

Charlton Ridge forming part of a series of 

flat-top hills in an Area of High Landscape 

Value and within easy view from vantage 

points in the National Park and at Ros 

Castle and from various points in Hedgeley 

Parish. 

 A wind-mast or, for that matter, a single 

turbine would be highly incongruous in this 

location because, on its own, it would 

combine with the Middlemoor and 

Wandylaw schemes to extend the sense of 

clutter and the break-up of the landscape 

from a visual perspective. 

 If in due course there are multiple 

turbines the scheme would add to the 

Middlemoor and Wandylaw schemes and 

would unquestionably create a “wind-farm 

landscape” because of “cumulative impact”. 

Regardless of the merits of on-shore wind 

many may agree that in this magnificent 

corner of Northumberland, enough is enough.  

As Joni Mitchell put it “you never know what 

you’ve got ‘til it’s gone”. 
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This piece is based on an original article 

written by David Biesterfield on 27th 

September 2012 and edited and modified 

by Richard Poppleton for Cheviot Views.  

David’s article, which came before the 

Planning Committee turned down the 

application for the wind test mast, gave 

references for the numerical facts quoted.  

Anyone who would like a copy of his original 

article, with the references, can get one 

by emailing 

 rich.titlington@btinternet.com 

   Richard Poppleton 

 
 
 

 

 

mailto:rich.titlington@btinternet.com
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RREECCIIPPEESS  FFOORR  SSUUCCCCEESSSS  
If you will have young children in the house this Christmas 
and you aren’t too bothered about clearing up the mess 
after they’ve been cooking, then this might be an ideal 
recipe for them to help with. 

  

CCHHRR IISSTTMMAASS   BB IISS CCUU IITTSS   
2oz icing sugar 
2oz custard powder 
6oz margarine 
6oz plain flour 

1. Cream all the ingredients together, shape into small balls and chill in the fridge for as long 

as necessary.   

2. If you’ve got pastry cutters with Christmas Tree shapes or Stars you could do the biscuits 

in those shapes rather than just as circular cookies. 

3. Cook on baking parchment in a fairly hot oven, gas mark 5 or 190C, for 5 minutes. 

4. Cool on a rack. 

5. Decorate with icing and silver balls. 

 

Then there’s a recipe that uses lots of fruit, and what’s better at Christmas than a hot spicy fruity dish.  
The recipe doesn’t say so, but I think you could add some brandy or whisky (before the boiling if you just 
want the flavour, or after the boiling if you want the alcohol effects!)    

  

KK IISSHHMMIISSHH  
4oz each of dried figs, prunes, currants, 

apricots, dried apples and sultanas 

 

1. Soak overnight in one and a half pints of water. 

2. Drain and use the water with a tablespoon of dark sugar, 

a thick twist of lemon peel, a few cloves and a dessert 

spoon each of allspice and nutmeg. 

3. Bring to the boil and simmer for 10 minutes. 

4. Add the soaked fruit and simmer slowly for an hour until fruit is soft. 

5. Serve warm or chilled with cream, creme fraiche or yoghurt. 

 
The source of these recipes was a book called Winter's Children by Leah Fleming.  If you like captivating tales of 
love and loss this might be one for you. 

… May Wilson, Powburn 
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PPLLAANNTTAASSTTIICC  
  

For the last two Christmases I 

have avoided the temptation to 

deal with the classic Christmas 

plants, Holly and Ivy.  This year 

I’ve succumbed. 

These plants share an evergreen 

habit which makes them very 

appropriate for Christmas 

decoration and their leaves are all 

leathery with waxy surfaces which 

make them slow to dry out. 

Holly can be annoying if you are 

looking for a plant with good 

berries.  That’s because it has 

separate male and female plants 

and of course only the female plants can have 

berries.  It would also be true that even if you 

have a female plant in your garden, if there are 

no male plants anywhere near then there will be 

no fertilisation and you won’t get any berries.  

Often the upper leaves, that are not prone to 

damage or grazing, are much less prickly than 

those lower down. 

   

Our native Holly is all one species, but there is a 

hybrid species, called Highclere Holly, which has 

bigger leaves, flowers and fruits and which 

comes in lots of different cultivars.  Some 

cultivars have been deliberately bred for non-

spinyness, as well as for their variegated leaves. 

If you look at my drawing of Ivy you can see 

that the left hand twig looks very different 

from the one on the right.   That’s because 

the leaves on the creeping or climbing stems 

are typical ‘ivy-shaped’ but those on the 

flowering stems are quite different, with 

much simpler shapes.  Ivy flowers appear in 

the autumn and although they don’t look very 

special to us, flies certainly like them.   

The berries that develop are black, but again 

they don’t stand out to our eyes.  However 

Wood Pigeons love them and I’ve seen the 

crop of a shot pigeon absolutely crammed full 

of Ivy berries 

Have a happy and Plantastic Christmas! 

.… Richard Poppleton 
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AVAILABLE TO 

HIRE FOR PARTIES 

AND MEETINGS. 

ALL ENQUIRIES 

MARY WEALLANS 

01665 578499 

 Powburn Carpet Bowls  

September through to April 

for home matches & 

practice (Monday or 

Wednesday) 

If anyone is interested in joining or 
further information ring Pat 

01665603552 

   

Parish Council &Parish 

Planning Group 

 John Taylor 

for Council Surgeries 

   

Northumbrian Spinners 

First and third Monday every month, 
10.00am-3.00pm.  Further details 

ring 01669620207 

 Cheviot Canine group -  

first three Thursday's of every 
month, 7.00pm-8.30pm.   

Contact Avril Knox 01670854123 
for further details or pop into the 

class. 

   

Women’s Institute - second Tuesday evening of every month 

except August  

from 7.00pm.  New members are always welcome for further details ring 
Jean 01665578254 

 

Fitness to Music 
Get fit - Get active - Improve mobility - Life style - Social 

Gathering & Interaction - All ages welcome 

Every Monday - 10.30am - 11.30am - £5 per person 

   

  Line Dancing - every Friday evening from 7.00 pm 

OUT AND ABOUT 

BREAMISH HALL  -  

POWBURN  
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OOFF  TTHHIISS  PPAARRIISSHH  ……  
Picture the scene.  In a field at Broome Park 

one of Duff Burrell’s Angus bulls has been 

overenthusiastic with his cows 

and is down, injured.  Enter a 

slightly diminutive figure 

armed with very long 

acupuncture needles and a 

battery pack.  In go the 

needles into the bull’s back and 

up to maximum goes the 

battery pack dial.  In a flash 

the bull is up on his feet, 

charging across the field with 

the vet in pursuit keen to 

rescue her equipment.  Later 

he jumped a fence and found 

another nice cow in season – 

and promptly injured himself 

again!   

Deborah Bearder has lived on Titlington Lane 

for a long time and before that in Rennington, 

but she was born and brought up in 

Hertfordshire, just north of London.  Her 

first job after qualifying was 

in Buxton in Derbyshire.  She 

describes that practice as 

being in “Herriot Country”, 

although it probably wasn’t 

quite as tweedy and primitive 

as the one in All Creatures 

Great and Small.  She then 

moved to the practice in 

Alnwick where she has been for the last 21 

years.  Her main preference is for large 

animal work and our livestock farms give her 

plenty of scope.  The Alnorthumbria practice 

now has 30 Vets, but Deborah has found her 

niche in recent times with two others working 

from the Wooler surgery. 

But back to veterinary acupuncture.  When 

she trained for this she found they weren’t 

allowed to practice on animals even though 

they were to be the eventual patients.  

Instead the trainees had to stick their 

needles in each other!  Acupuncture tends to 

be used for elderly, often arthritic animals, 

when other treatments and 

painkillers are no longer 

sufficient to give the animals a 

decent quality of life and as 

we’ve seen this can work very 

effectively even with very large 

animals. 

At the other end of the size 

scale Deborah has also become a 

hedgehog specialist.  The rescue 

centre at Longframlington has 

room for about 70 injured or ill 

hedgehogs.  Many of them have 

leg injuries, although it is often 

not clear how they’ve got them, 

and the affected limb often has 

to be amputated. This is 

worthwhile because the hogs manage well on 

three legs once they’ve recovered from their 

operation and they are frequently ‘re-homed’ 

with people who have large gardens where 

they can live in a fairly safe 

territory. 

Veterinary work is clearly a 

consuming passion because 

several times she’s chosen to 

spend holidays in Greece, not on 

the beach or in the bar, but as a 

volunteer for local charities, 

neutering as many as possible of 

the pestilential local feral cats.  She has to 

pay her own air fares, but the charities pay 

for her board and lodging.  Fortunately local 

people catch the cats and the operations are 

often carried out on suitably scrubbed 

kitchen tables.  As each animal is neutered 

she also removes the tip of one ear so the 

catchers know not to trap it again. 

The cat in the photo is definitely not one of 

the Greek neutered animals!  He’s Deborah’s 

own pet, Astra.  Her yellow labrador, Paddy, is 

on the next page. 
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You’d think, with all this vet work, that she’d 

have no time for anything else, but that’s far 

from the case.  There’s running (she says her 

first London Marathon was also her last); long 

distance walking, both here and abroad; scuba 

diving at which she’s become quite an expert 

by doing qualifications in New 

Zealand; skiing and tennis.  

Just looking at this list is 

exhausting.  

Deborah isn’t tall, so you’d 

think that if she wanted to get 

involved with church bell 

ringing she might have 

difficulty reaching the rope.  

But she originally learned the 

skill at Rothbury and not only is she an 

enthusiastic ringer at Hexham Abbey and at 

Newcastle Cathedral, she’s the Ringing 

Master for the team at the church at 

Embleton. 

Then there’s the singing.  The Sage at 

Gateshead holds regular singing events at 

which anyone can join in.  Simon Halsey, who is 

in charge of the Berlin Philharmonic Choir 

amongst other things, comes up from London 

for the day and rehearses the impromptu 

choir – usually about 800-strong – all day so 

that in the evening they can give a free 

concert with the Northern Symphonia 

Orchestra.  Members of the Northern 

Symphonia Choir are mixed in with the 

massed ranks of the choir which helps to give 

the singers confidence and raises the levels 

of the evening performance, and the whole 

event is obviously a tremendous buzz for the 

participants, which of course often include 

Deborah. 

More locally, about six times a 

year Ingram Village Hall is the 

scene for Soup & Sing events.  

This is part of the 20,000 Voices 

initiative which promotes, 

supports and develops 

participation in singing across 

Northumberland and the North 

East.  (If you want to know more, 

search for 20,000 Voices on your web 

browser or look for Soup & Sing on 

Facebook).  Two singing teachers, Sarah and 

Flora, run the sessions at Ingram and 

although they are limited to about 20 

participants, they allow anyone who wants to 

sing the chance to join in with others.  

Deborah often goes to these, has a great 

time and highly recommends the experience. 

A polymath is a term used of someone who 

has great knowledge or skills in a wide range 

of different fields.  Deborah Bearder 

definitely qualifies as our local polymath. 

… Deborah Bearder in conversation with 

Richard Poppleton 

BBOOOOKK  SSAALLEE  --  WWHHIITTTTIINNGGHHAAMM . 
Held five times a year by the Whittingham 

Parish Churches & Friends, in Whittingham 

Memorial Hall from 10.30 to 12 noon. 

Everyone welcome, entrance is FREE with 

buying entirely optional! 

Basic prices - paperbacks 50p and hardbacks 

at £1. A very large selection and variety, but 

no ploughing through great heaps to find your 

taste, they are sorted for you.  

There is a Raffle with prizes well worth a 

ticket or two. In January, there is another 

“Whittingham Vale” by David Dippie Dixon, (a 

facsimile copy in good condition). This is a 

rare opportunity to win one and tickets are 

available  at the Hall on the day, but a proxy 

buyer can always be arranged if you can’t 

make it. 

The next Sale will be held on Saturday, 

January 12th 2013. Refreshments of Fair 

Trade tea or coffee and biscuits available for 

50p. 

Do come and give it a try. 
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For those who do not live in the Parish. 
 
A postal edition of the newsletter is available. Send a stamped self addressed envelope for 
your next issue to:  

The Editor, Cheviot Views Newsletter, 6 High Powburn, Powburn, Alnwick, 
Northumberland, NE66 4HP 

Or join our free email family and have your copy sent direct at no cost, email the editor 
today to receive all future copies free to your computer. 
 

 

Thank you for reading our Parish magazine. We urgently need 

contributors, if you can help with an article, news story or local interest 

photo please contact us by email. 

 
 
Help us get your newsletter out to the whole parish. Do you know a neighbour who did not 
receive a copy? If not contact:- : cheviotviews@hotmail.com;  : 01665 578866; : 6 
High Powburn, Powburn, Alnwick, Northumberland, NE66 4HP. 
 
 

PENNY PETROLEUM 
MINI-MART & POST OFFICE 

 

 
Open 7 days from 6am till late 

also at 
 

and at 

Hedgeley Services Powburn 

Lindisfarne Services, A1 at Beal 
Berwick upon Tweed, TD1 52PD 

Grandstand Services, Fairmoor, 
Morpeth, NE61 3JN 

01665 578214 

01289 381232 
 

01670 500335 

Convenience shopping * Fresh Bread and Milk * Off Licence * Tobacco 
Hot Snacks * Confectionary * Ice Cream * News and Magazines * OS Maps 

Fuel * HGV Diesel * Logs, coal and kindling * Cash Machine  
Penny Floaters * Fishing Nets * Sledges (in season) 

 

mailto:cheviotviews@
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Regular activities at Bolton Village Hall 

Pilates Wednesdays       6.00 - 7.00 pm 

Keep fit Wednesdays       10.00 - 11.00 am 

Dancing Class Thursdays    10.00 - 12.00 am 

Also Women's Institute Meetings and Art Group Meetings.  

Social Activities including: Harvest Festival Supper; Northumbrian 

Evening; Quiz Night and Wine Tasting. Please see local notice boards 

for further details. 

The cost of booking the hall is £6.00 per hour for regular bookings 

and £8.00 for occasional bookings. 
 
Anyone wishing to book the hall for activities or birthday parties 

meetings etc should ring the treasurer Ken Robson on 01665 574043 
 

 
OUT AND ABOUT 

Bolton village Hall  


