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LLEEPPEERR  HHOOSSPPIITTAALL  AATT  
BBOOLLTTOONN  

A leper hospital 
at Bolton 
indeed?  Has the 
NHS gone mad?  
Well, no, because 
we are talking 
about nearly 800 
years ago.  A 
Norman knight 
called Robert de 
Ros founded a 
Leper Hospital in 
Bolton in 1225 

and the King granted the lordship of Bolton 
village and of Broome Park to the Master and 
Chaplains of the hospital.  They were 
expected to provide for thirteen lepers and 
for income to enable them to do this they 
were also given the North Northumberland 
farm hamlets of Mindrum, Pawston and Kilham 
plus land in Yorkshire. 

It is interesting that one of the main 
conditions set down was that “they were to 
keep a good table, to dress neatly and, after 
providing themselves with all things necessary 
and convenient, they were to apply the 
remainder of their income to the relief of the 
poor and strangers.”  It sounds as if the 
Master, his staff and the lepers were likely 
to live very well. 

Back in the 1200s the next event was the 
granting of a licence for the hospital to build 
a chapel – primarily for the Christian burial of 
the lepers when they died.  The grant also 

covered repairs to the church at Edlingham 
and to Bolton Chapel where a weekly Mass was 
to be said.  The hospital was then allowed to 
enclose land on Jenny’s Lantern hill. 

By 1298, not only had the hospital been 
granted a manor in Lincolnshire, but the 
Master was receiving nearly £37 a year.  
When you consider that in the mid 1800s a 
shepherd might expect to get paid as little as 
7 shillings a week (less than £20 a year) this 
Master was very comfortably off more than 
500 years earlier. 

Other key events occurred in 1335 when the 
Master was permitted to crenellate (fortify) 
his dwelling.  Whether this was realistically 
defensive or merely decorative (like 
Lemington Branch today) is not very clear. In 
that same year he received even more licence 
to make money by being given a “grant of free 
warren” in the lands that he already 
controlled.  This meant that although all game 
birds and animals belonged to the King, the 
Master and his staff were permitted to hunt 
game in the areas covered by the grant.  It 
also seems likely that about this time the 
hospital ceased to cater for lepers and 
became a small monastery. 

It is known that the ‘hospital’ continued until 
at least the late 1400s, but after 1523 when 
the dissolution of the monasteries began 
under the orders of Henry VIII it has to be 
assumed in the absence of any documented 
evidence that the hospital ceased to exist. 
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So where was it exactly?  If you turn down 
the track by the side of Bolton Chapel you will 
find a footpath notice on a gate on the right 
which takes you through the edge of the 
garden of the house that until recently 
belonged to John and Joan Hillcox.  You cross 
a small stream and go into a field that is quite 
wet and has an area of boggy woodland. 

The path eventually emerges 
on Titlington Lane opposite 
Refuge Cottage (a name that 
seems very appropriate in 
view of the nature of the 
hospital).  A raised area in 
the field has the traces of 
ancient buildings and 
ploughed land in high ridges.  
At the north west corner you 
can see the site of the 
Master’s tower (presumably 
the one that was 
crenellated) which must have 
relied on the boggy ground to 
give some further protection 
from intruders. 

These details are (rather freely) adapted 
from an article written for the Aln & 

Breamish Local History Society’s magazine – 
Records and Recollections – in 1974.  The 
author was Edward Miller who lived in Refuge 
Cottage and who died aged 84 shortly before 
the article was published. 

For details of the Aln & Breamish Local 
History Society you can visit their website at 

www.alnandbreamishlhs.org.uk. 

 

We ought perhaps to have a brief aside here to be clear exactly what the disease called 
leprosy is.  According to the World Health Organisation it is caused by a bacterium which 
causes progressive and permanent damage to skin, nerves, limbs and eyes.  A Wikipedia 
photo of a 24-year-old sufferer is shown on the front page. 

Nowadays if the disease is caught early enough it is curable and the physically disabling 
effects can be avoided.  But until the 1940s there were no antibiotics and therefore no 
really effective treatment.  In the Middle Ages what would have been happening in this 
hospital was merely an effort to make life as comfortable as possible for the poor 
individuals who were suffering the debilitating effects.  This was particularly important 
because sufferers were usually ostracized by their families and communities both because 
they were thought to be being punished by God and for fear of passing on the infection.  
However we now know that leprosy is not particularly infectious and one needs to be in 
regular contact with bodily fluids of a sufferer to be likely to catch it, so simple hygiene 
precautions would have been enough to avoid infection. 



 

BBOOLLTTOONN  NNOOTTIICCEEBBOOAARRDD  
Before Christmas we had a couple of 
bouts of heavy winds and the Parish 
Council noticeboard in Bolton blew over.  
On inspection it was clear that one of the 
uprights had rotted at ground level, so 
putting it up again was not totally 
straightforward.  Fortunately Ronnie 
Oliver at the Lodge at Broome Park was 
willing to do the job.  Ronnie is a stone-
waller and fencer with a great reputation 
for high quality work and in very short 

order he got the necessary materials and 
did the job.  The Bolton Hall committee 
had asked for the board’s position to be 
changed so that now, rather than blocking 
out light from one of the main hall 
windows it hides the window of the ladies’ 
loo!  The Parish Council was very happy 
with Ronnie’s work and his very reasonable 
price. 

… Richard Poppleton

  

 
Veterinary Expertise for all animals 

equine, farm and pets 

 
New Equine Premises at Morpeth  opened September 2011 

www.alnorthumbriavets.co.uk 
Alnwick  (farm and equine) 
Alnwick 
Morpeth (pets) 
Morpeth (New Equine Clinic) 
Ponteland 
Rothbury 
Wooler 
Amble 
Seahouses 

Wagonway Road
Belvedere Terrace 
Fairmoor 
Fairmoor 
Abacus House, 
Front Street 
29 Ryecroft Road 
1-3 Bede Street 
65 Main Street 

01665 510999 
01665 602516 
01670 505321 
01670 897597 
01661 871570 
01669 620638 
01668 281323 
01665 713111 
01665 721800 

24 hour emergency cover for all species 
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TTHHEE  BBRREEAAMMIISSHH  HHAALLLL  
PPOOWWBBUURRNN
Good news the improvements to the roof at 
the Hall were completed by mid-December.  

For quite some time the hall experienced 
problems with leakage from the roof above 
the toilets and store cupboards. With 
financial reserves depleted following the 
restoration work to the main hall the 
committee had been obliged to adopt a "make 
do and mend “approach to alleviate the 
problem.  

However over the winter of 2010 the roof 
deteriorated to such an extent that this 
approach is no longer practical.  

The committee have made a great effort to 
raise funds themselves through a series of 
events and would like to thank user groups 
and organisations who have been involved in 
obtaining the funding, the major benefactors 
include Councillor John Taylor’s request for a 
contribution from County Council Members  

 

Local Improvements Scheme, The Carr-Ellison 
Charitable Trust, The Duncan and Sarah 
Davidson Fund, The Joicey Trust and the 
Garfield and Western Foundation.  Our user 
groups have again been very supportive raising 
funds. 

… May Wilson 

    

Notes from Hedgeley Parish Council meeting held 6/2/12 
• County Councillor John Taylor has funds to possibly purchase a mobile speed gun which can be 

used in Powburn.  Visual road narrowing options are also to be researched. 
• The Parish Council has contacted Northumbrian Water regarding the problem of allowing 

sewage to flow into play area and are awaiting response.  Discussions are ongoing over who is 
responsible for ditch clearance. 

• £50 donation was given to Great North Air Ambulance. 
• Letter of support for retaining Branton First School is to be forwarded to Northumberland 

County Council. 
• There are ongoing severe dog fouling problems on railway line and football pitch. 
• Further fencing repairs are to be carried out to play area at minimal cost to the Parish Council. 

 
To advertise in subsequent issues contact May Wilson: - : wilson4hj@btinternet.com;   

: 01665 578576; : 7 Crawley View, Powburn, Alnwick, Northumberland, NE66 4HJ. 
  
Would you like to receive your copy via email and help us to keep costs down? Email the editor 
today to receive all your copies direct to your computer. 
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RREECCIIPPEESS  FFOORR  SSUUCCCCEESSSS  
CCAARRRROOTT   CCAAKKEE   

250ml olive oil 
1lb 1oz caster sugar 

4 eggs beaten 

8 ¾ oz plain flour 

2 teaspoon baking powder 

2 teaspoon bicarbonate of soda 

2 teaspoon cinnamon 

2 teaspoon ground mixed spice 

1 teaspoon salt 

1lb 1oz grated carrot 

Icing 
4 ½ oz butter 

2 teaspoon vanilla extract 

8 ¾ oz cream cheese 

8 ¾ oz icing sugar 

1. Put the olive oil, sugar & eggs into a bowl and stir until well mixed. 
2. Sift the flour & other dry ingredients into a second bowl & make a well in the centre. 
3. Add the egg & oil mixture & mix thoroughly until blended then mix in the carrots. 
4. Line a 10” spring form cake tin with baking parchment. 
5. Pour in the cake mixture & bake in a preheated oven at 150c for 1hour 20 minutes, until a 

skewer inserted into the centre comes out clean. 
6. Leave to cool in the tin. 
7. To make the icing, mix the butter, vanilla & cream cheese in a food processor or bowl.  

Gradually add the icing sugar & mix until smooth & creamy. Spread onto the cake. 
 

PP EEAARR   AANNDD   EEAARR LL   GGRREEYY   CCAAKKEE   
150g dried pears, roughly chopped and soaked 
overnight in 120ml of strong cold Earl Grey tea. 

120g butter 

120g soft brown sugar 

2 eggs 

150g SR Flour 

1/2 tsp. baking powder  

pinch of 

salt 

1/2 tsp. 

ground 

ginger 

1. Heat the oven to GM4/180'C/350'F. Grease and line a 1lb loaf tin 
2. Cream together the butter and sugar until light and fluffy and beat in the eggs. 
3. Sift the flour, salt, baking powder and ground ginger. Fold into the cake mixture. Mix in the 

pears and the cold tea and turn into loaf tin.  
4. Bake for 45 minutes. If necessary cover with foil to prevent the crust from browning too 

much. Cool in the tin for 10 minutes and then turn onto a wire rack to cool completely. 
5. Ice with a ginger water icing. and top with crystallised or stem ginger.  
6. Bake in the oven for 15 – 20 minutes until golden brown.  Leave to cool before removing 

from the tins, dust with icing sugar and serve. 
… May Wilson, Powburn 
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PPLLAANNTTAASSTTIICC  
  

Not everyone feels inclined to go tramping 
over boggy moors and dense undergrowth in 
search of plants.  But there are plenty of 
interesting plants that are quite happy 
growing in grass verges and I’ve chosen two 
that are worth searching out in our area.  
Both should also be in flower when you get 
this Newsletter. 

Green Alkanet (Pentaglottis sempervirens) 
has a strange name.  Firstly, its flowers are 
far from green but they are an intense blue.  
Secondly, the word alkanet is apparently from 
the Arabic word for henna (the stuff you 
probably come across in your shampoos if, like 
my wife, you have red hair).  A henna-
substitute can be extracted from the roots 
of this plant.  The flowers are really 
beautifully coloured and it is worth seeking it 
out.  It is a close relative of the Forget-me-
nots and it grows in shaded hedge banks and 
damp woodland borders, especially near 
buildings.  The reason it is of particular 
interest to us is that along the road-side base 
of the wall of the churchyard in Bolton there 

is a very long-established patch of Green 
Alkanet.  It is reported to have been there 
for at least 170 years and I think it may still 
be slowly spreading because there is now 
some in the verge on the other side of the 
road. 

Another amazing little plant can also be 
found at this time of year, very often in 
the same patches of track verges that 
have Wood Anemone.  You have to look 
carefully for it because it is rather small 
and the flowers are small, greenish and 
inconspicuous, although a close look 
reveals a ring of delicate yellow stamens.   

Town Hall Clock or Moschatel (Adoxa 
moschatellina) is unique in the British flora in 
the arrangement of the five flowers in each 
flowering head.  One faces north, one south, 
one east and one west (hence the Town Hall 
Clock name) with the fifth one facing upwards 
on top of the cluster.  The sides of the lonnen 
from Titlington Lane to Shepherd’s Law are 
very good places to look for it, but be quick 
because it doesn’t last very long 
 

.… Richard Poppleton 
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AVAILABLE TO 
HIRE FOR PARTIES 
AND MEETINGS. 
ALL ENQUIRIES 
MARY WEALLANS 

01665 578499 

 Powburn Carpet Bowls  
September through to April 

for home matches & 
practice (Monday or 

Wednesday) 
If anyone is interested in joining or 

further information ring Pat 
01665603552 

   
Parish Council &Parish 

Planning Group 
 John Taylor 

for Council Surgeries 
   

Northumbrian Spinners 
First and third Monday every month, 

10.00am-3.00pm.  Further details 
ring 01669620207 

 Cheviot Canine group -  
first three Thursday's of every 

month, 7.00pm-8.30pm.   

Contact Avril Knox 01670854123 
for further details or pop into the 

class. 
   

Women’s Institute - second Tuesday evening of every month 
except August  

from 7.00pm.  New members are always welcome for further details ring 
Jean 01665578254 

 
Fitness to Music 

Get fit - Get active - Improve mobility - Life style - Social 
Gathering & Interaction - All ages welcome 
Every Monday - 10.30am - 11.30am - £5 per person 

   
  Line Dancing - every Friday evening from 7.00 pm 

OUT AND ABOUT 
BREAMISH HALL  -  

POWBURN 
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OOFF  TTHHIISS  PPAARRIISSHH  ……  
Ian Brown who farms at Titlington Mount 
 

Hedgeley Parish is mainly a farming area 
and our subject in this issue is Ian Brown 
who farms at Titlington Mount between 
Powburn and Bolton.  Ian’s farm has been 
run by his family for about 140 years – 
first as a tenanted farm owned by the 
Hedgeley Estate and then, since 1949 
when Ian’s grandfather bought it, as a 
family-owned business.  The Brown family 
had also been active in the area long 
before their involvement with Titlington 
Mount, having farmed at Eglingham, 
Yetlington and at Alwinton. 

It isn’t easy to write about a farmer 
without also writing about the farm itself.  
The person and the place are inextricably 
linked, and so it is with Ian.   

Below the farm is the row of terraced 
farm cottages in one of which Ian and his 
older brother Billy were born, at the 
stage when his grandparents lived in the 
farmhouse.  Ian’s father, Willie had 
married a foreigner - from as far away as 
a farm at Warkworth!  Both boys went to 
school in Bolton and Ian says that all his 
male classmates have remained farming in 
the local area – an extraordinary fact in 

these 
times of 
rapidly 
increasing 
social 
mobility.  
Following 
secondary 
school in 
Barnard 
Castle he 
spent a 
year at 
Kirkley Hall agricultural college before 
returning to join his father at Titlington 
Mount. 

The farm is a traditional moorland-edge 
livestock farm of about 1000 acres.  The 
stock animals are sheep – blackface, mule, 
Suffolk cross and Texel cross.  About 50 
years ago blue-faced Leicester (BFL) 
sheep began to be used to cross with the 
hill breeds to produce mules and Ian’s 
grandfather had one of the first BFL 
flocks in the country and was in at the 
formation of the national BFL Society.  
Ian still runs this pedigree flock at 
Titlington Mount and each year he takes 
some of his tups to the Kelso Ram Sales.   

He also breeds cattle.  His two current 
bulls are a Simenthal and an Aberdeen 
Angus, but in recent years there have also 
been Charolais, Blonde Aquitaine and 
Longhorn beasts. The farm has always had 
horses and although large working horses 
had gone before Ian’s time he always used 
to ride out to check the sheep and cattle 
before the days of quad bikes. 
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One particular memory is of an aggressive 
cockerel that terrorised Ian and Billy 
when they were children. One day it made 
the mistake of flying down into the pig 
sty.  All that remained after the old sow 
had got it were a few feathers and the 
boys did not mourn its passing.  Mind you 
Ian has also been chased round and round 
a quad bike by a particularly feisty cock 
pheasant, so maybe there’s something 
about him and birds. 

The farm has also always had dogs.  As 
well as the working collies one of the most 
memorable was a Golden retriever called 
Hobbs.  He had belonged to George Gale, 
one-time editor of The Spectator 
magazine, who at the time lived at 
Titlington Hall, just down the hill.  When 
George became ill he could no longer cope 
with Hobbs, so Ian took him on and the 
dog’s speciality was to lie in the middle of 
the farmyard, sometimes with one of 
those lampshade vet collars, and refuse 
to move for vehicles.  The present canine 
incumbent is Spirit.  She’s a smallish 
Springer and Ian reckons she must now be 
17 or 18 – totally blind and almost totally 
deaf – but still apparently happy 
meandering slowly around the farm 
bumping into things. 

When Ian was a young man he rode out 
regularly with the Milvain Hunt, but when 
he became keen on rugby he found he had 
to choose between the two pursuits and 
rugby won, He played for Alnwick for 
several years.  In the summer it was 
cricket for the Eglingham village team and 
Ian still often sorts out the pitch before 
weekend matches.  His Dad retired in the 
mid-1970s and Ian took over the farm and 
became involved with Alnwick Young 
Farmers.  For a while he chaired the both 
Alnwick and the North Region Young 
Farmers.  Later he joined Hedgeley Parish 
Council and was chair for a time until he 
stood down at the end of the ‘90s. 

Ian’s three daughters, Sophia, Andrea 
and Camilla are all married and have all 
taken up professional careers, veterinary, 
legal and physiotherapy respectively.  
Recently Ian made the big move out of 
the farmhouse into the bungalow that his 
parents had occupied and Sophia with her 
husband Ed and two young children moved 
into the farmhouse.  There’s a certain 
advantage in having two vets living on the 
farm!  

When asked what he likes about living in 
Hedgeley Parish, Ian said it was the 
comparatively unchanging nature of the 
rural scene and the community.  He also 
enjoys being able to farm in a wildlife-
friendly way.  What he definitely doesn’t 
like is the enormous increase in farm 
bureaucracy which now takes up so much 
of his and other farmers’ time. 

… Ian Brown in conversation with 
Richard Poppleton 
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For those who do not live in the Parish. 

 
A postal edition of the newsletter is available. Send a stamped self addressed envelope for 
your next issue to:  

The Editor, Cheviot Views Newsletter, 6 High Powburn, Powburn, Alnwick, 
Northumberland, NE66 4HP 

Or join our free email family and have your copy sent direct at no cost, email the editor 
today to receive all future copies free to your computer. 
 

 

Thank you for reading our Parish magazine. We urgently need 

contributors, if you can help with an article, news story or local interest 

photo please contact us by email. 
 

 

PENNY PETROLEUM 
MINI‐MART & POST OFFICE 

 

Open 7 days from 6am till late 

also at 
 

and at 

Hedgeley Services Powburn 

Lindisfarne Services, A1 at Beal 
Berwick upon Tweed, TD1 52PD 

Grandstand Services, Fairmoor, 
Morpeth, NE61 3JN 

01665 578214 

01289 381232 
 

01670 500335 

Convenience shopping * Fresh Bread and Milk * Off Licence * Tobacco 
Hot Snacks * Confectionary * Ice Cream * News and Magazines * OS Maps 

Fuel * HGV Diesel * Logs, coal and kindling * Cash Machine  
Penny Floaters * Fishing Nets * Sledges (in season) 
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Regular activities at Bolton Village Hall 
Pilates Wednesdays       6.00 - 7.00 pm 
Keep fit Wednesdays       10.00 - 11.00 am 
Dancing Class Thursdays    10.00 - 12.00 am 
Also Women's Institute Meetings and Art Group Meetings.  
Social Activities including: Harvest Festival Supper; Northumbrian 
Evening; Quiz Night and Wine Tasting. Please see local notice boards 
for further details. 
The cost of booking the hall is £6.00 per hour for regular bookings 
and £8.00 for occasional bookings. 
 
Anyone wishing to book the hall for activities or birthday parties 
meetings etc should ring the treasurer Ken Robson on 01665 574043 
 

 
OUT AND ABOUT 
Bol ton v i l l age Hal l  
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If you are 
reading this 

so could 
your 

customers. 
Ring May to 

advertise 
NOW! 

 
 
 
 
Help us get your newsletter out to the whole parish. Do you know a neighbour who did not 
receive a copy? If not contact:- : cheviotviews@hotmail.com;  : 01665 578866; : 6 
High Powburn, Powburn, Alnwick, Northumberland, NE66 4HP. 
     

 


